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I am Edward J. Zabawa, the nephew and namesake of my dad’s brother, Edward J. 
Zabawa, aka Uncle Eddie.  I first heard about my Uncle Eddie when I was a youngster.  I knew I 
was named after him and that he was killed in WWII.  Not a whole lot more was shared until I got 
older.  I was then told he was a bombardier on a B-17 which was shot down and ditched in the 
English Channel after making a bomb run on German occupied France in May 1943.   I was also 
told that another B-17 broke formation and descended below the clouds and saw ALL 10 crewmen 
in life rafts.  However, a German gunboat was fast approaching and the other B-17 climbed back 
up above the cloud cover.   

My Uncle Eddie’s family was anxiously awaiting word as to what POW camp the MIA men 
were taken.  Word that never came.  So one year later in May 1944 my uncle’s status was 
changed from MIA to FOD (Finding of Death) and he was then declared KIA.  My mother was 7 
months pregnant with me at the time.  I was born July 07, 1944 in Cleveland, Ohio where my entire 
dad’s family, including Uncle Eddie, grew up. 

As I said most of what I learned, I learned when I was a kid.  But as I grew older and 
eventually had a family of my own I began questioning more about my Uncle Eddie.  I now lived in 
Austin, Texas and had five kids of my own.  I would fly back to Cleveland once per year to visit my 
mom and dad and my siblings and their spouses and children.  My dad and I would stay up very 
late and talk.  He did most of the talking and I listened intently.  He did tell me that his sister, Aunt 
Bertha, who was still alive and living in Akron, Ohio had many letters and newspaper clippings 
concerning Uncle Eddie. 

So on one of my visits to Cleveland in the 1980s I paid Aunt Bertha a visit.  We talked and 
again as with my dad I listened intently.  She brought out a box of memorabilia.  She went through 
it gathering everything she had on my Uncle Eddie.  She said that I could take it back to Austin 
with me and make copies of what I wanted and then mail all back to her.  This I did.  I brought it 
back and copied everything. 

So now I had all these copies but what do I do with them?  Home computers weren’t 
available yet and the World Wide Web was not available to the public until the 1990s.  So I read 
everything and then safely stored it all in my closet.   

Then in 2006 I attended a family wedding in Charleston, SC.  And I met up with a cousin I 
hadn’t seen since my teenage years, the son of Aunt Bertha.  We had so much catching up to do.  
We mainly talked about astronomy since this is my hobby and he remembered my dad and I 
building several telescopes in our basement.  He remembered stuff that I totally forgot but which 
suddenly came to memory upon talking and listening.  And then one of our subjects turned to our 
Uncle Eddie.  He said that he had a photo of our uncle in uniform and he had all his medals!  He 
said since I am the namesake that I should have these.  So, a few weeks later he mailed them to 
me.  And this completed my quest except for knowing more about my uncle’s actual service in the 
Army. 

So one evening I entered Edward J. Zabawa into the Google search engine which 
then gave me several unrelated websites but one was to The American Air Museum in Britain: 
http://www.americanairmuseum.com/person/53495  Here I found the serial number of the B-17 that 
he was on that ditched into the English Channel.  I then kept diving deeper and deeper and found 
more and more until I found the treasure-trove of them all, this website - http://www.306bg.us/! 
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Introduction 
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. GLOSSARY
.                  ,`.        `

•->. inter±om+intercomriunication system inside a born-
•         --ber.-` -----.-,----

:``r,-|P.=:[=;_ru;;:;;tia.I.peip`t,tpepoi¥,:w~he.T:±Pebombingrun
•     i.     ~           --

abortive-an  aircraft is  said to. be`.abortive when,

I:ewin:st:rommec:nan#ra°t:o¥FiTseei]ofapwT]Tri'o::
.. , having dropped its bombs in the target area.

Air Division-see Organization Chart on Page Vi. . I  :-  .` HerryLrdang for Geman soidiei.  -,I ----

Ju_JHnkers {Gerrnantaircrift).',  ?'.''. `: . --` .--- `=
~':iiio'fces-i:g~;i`ns|~uA~mue;i'caunu.liz-vry-£i`gr..Mpe.Westrslangforinfiatableifevest._

Concentration.

-,air-ttLair  bomhiBg-the bombing of one  plane  ty
another--technique ilsed by both Jap and Nazi

formations.                                                                   Me-M esserschmitt (G erman aircraft).
A.P.riming point for bombar`diers.                        ` ,.   -M`eap  point  o.{  Impact--p]ained `center. of bomb
Aldis lamp-hand ]icht device used .in signaling to.__~  _I   -.------- jpr--  -~ ..------...-.-``o"-u"6  .v. .`-``_hill rquT=slangJIQr an espy;orfrequep,fly._Iepeaap

-  and froin aireraft.

B-26-American twintngine. medium  borhb:i ..-.- :--_._ ._,_`` =--. =T??_1.SS|_Q`n` =-: ..-.,. `   ,.

balltunet-theirturrettha.tprotecisth-e`pq;'r_-:i.`=:°iprneT:}e:o°:I:::=°ot:dveffce]:a-;e-._-`-
side of i bomber.

-t,`

briefrog-iustructioDs given 16 combat crew`s before .
a mission.

.buzzing the fielduliving low over an airdrome.
C.G.+ommanding General.
cleat tracks-tractors used for moving planes -on the

ground.
Combat Wingrsee Organization Chart on page vi.
D.F.C.-Distinguished F]}.ing Cross.
disperil` point  or areaLsites  where  bonibers  are

parked. .
Do~Domier (Germari aircraft).
dy qu-practice mission.
echelon-a unit Of command.
feather the  prop-when an engine fails,  the  blades

of the propeller can be "feathered," i.e., turned
into  the  wind  so  that  there  js  a  minimum  of
wind resistance.

E.T.A.-stimated time of arrival.
flak-antiaircraft fire (Flieger Abwehr Kanonen).  `
Frisians-islands off the German  North  Sea .coast-.
Flak  officer-an  officer  who  has  made  a  special

` study of enemy antiaircraft installations.
F]}ing  Control  Officer-an  oincer.in  charge  of air

traffic over an airdrome.

``.Nissen but-tunnel-shaped .hut  of corrugated  iron`-    --with cement floor.
• o.D.+roliva` drab.
• °pe:i:°£:;:::gf=E::£grarters of staff.con{ro]li-ng  `

Perin=t:;rgoc£=ioncrete`Iuflwaythatencirc]es

prc-private first class.    _
PL47-American fighter plane (Thun~derbolt).
prangea-RAF slang for.tsmashed'.1 or `.wTecked."      j
sweating it out-slang for waiting under painful or

uncomfortable cireumstances.
slip stream-the  blas't  of air  from a propeller.
Table of Organization-plan defining rank and nun-

her ofpersonnel jn.a given unit.     .
talc-transparent plastic.
Tokyo  tank-additional gasoline  tanks  carried  in

wings of Fortress.
T.O.T.-time over target.

-'troposphere-atmospheric . lay.er ` below 'the  strato-
sphere.

twin fiffiei-two  .50raliber machine guns mounted
together.---

Front-the line of divisiori  betw`een.'two air' prapse§..  ,
(wcath er).         `

FW-Focke-Wulf (German ai rcraft).
G.I.ut overrmeht Iisue.
Group-Tseeorganization Chart bn page vi.
He-Heinkel {German aireraft).`

vectorL-to direct a.plane in the air..to specific point.
raist gates-windowis in the sides, o.f a bomber.
Watch officerLoperations officer on duty. ,

i .  , .wing ships-the  bombers.that_ fly on 'either. side or
+.._           .an element leader.
~'.` zero minus fourLLfibur inutes before zero  hour-

•       zero hour-being any arbitrary time point in the
schedule of a -bombing rmiss-ion.
``\.
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-      -~-i--`_ .------. +.+ .,---.--- `  ----    ``•-_:i.--:=T±.ei;U=S-:-*p±±.±±r--±ormcesi.{{!.ie`c.i.alstory_Of the
`   _3_-_-_. I--++++..___       '   `_    -_.a.`   . _                 .,.-,      r     ,,

..-.-_:.,-<T.y---.I_-,li,i:'i:::i:ii:i,==:±-i-;;i±:±=-iL.-`i-_:_

tirt'#[:g£-r¥m.:tt=CiTf%m£;?figi::y:s:£:
to  send  out  the  miss].on  until  the'last  stn.ke
photo is pulled that njcht.

2. FROM FIVE Mnrs UP. The history, to7`d

iEi;¥£y::¥[o::e;#,::Etr¥iE,i:#n!i-ch:jp¥
3.  ACT  I.  SCENE  I.  The  story  or the  carly
days. The arrival or General Eakcr as Bomber
Commander jn Eingland. The "symbolic" raid
or July  4th.  "ATrhal  of  aircraft :   I   EL17-E.
Total :   I..'  lTie  first  kindergarlcn  missiolis.

4.  Ll;'FTWAFFE OVER  LIIIJE. The official
and  c)rc  wimcss  accouTits  or  our  first  major``a:,:,¥#rea§£t:h:oAr#:u:fl¥unh¥*i%:tdoi¥:

worked  out.  Ilic  amazing  dumbi[ity  or  the
Forts.     An Air-Sea rescue.

5.  TWELVE  FEEr  OF  CONCREIE  We
h3mmcr   the   submarine   pens  at   la   Pallice`
Lflrient.    and    St.     N&z:airc.     Formation    or•-Junior--the  12th  -.\Ir  Force.  Ilie  medium-
lc`.cl raid. The t``azrs move jn theiT' best fighters
and  bes:  flak   Hc}w'  wc  kept changing our tac-

:usriT##:ngo`;:,urst?'aNnsa.2a.;.#.uoak%:o:::
ancctotcs,

6.  PARLOUS DA`.S.  Station  lire from  Nov-
c'rTiber   '42   to   the   Casablanca   conference   jn
.!anuar} . Rcsf hcled or.cratjons and wh.v. What

!ij#fii§,g#i}f:fi:ri::¥#it];§fl¥ifi;uijj¥:k|gsit
dei-dea.

:%i#¥¥£E=#¥aJi°fekF;„i£,;i
W,   2Sae

---.    ~,           `

--. _--:::==---I:::I:IIi.-_Bodfffe=f ,~fif roapd: i Fi;.±'S'.`Tpar arrer` ir=rii;;:  ..   ` .
I-,-

==`,jj.--:rE¥::_i:::i=..===::_:::__-=_.:.-:::i-:==-i

8.  mTTRES 'IN  TIE  SKYL  Ihe  SanAa*  .    `
Goxptz)r/ again-.tl rmild see one®r them wear-

;:n&:#:g=A:¥EgL#=¥£oc#mE±Rffoo¥j
._;gop:I.tEJ:i:?E£¥Jg:o°¥n:Lw:aedenrigf¥ir#|j.,..:7-.~.

``                              --                       `       --A            -I                    ``       .     .
-I             --          `         `    '=      `-          -

9. rmmi hfl7D, Arm MACIIINI3s. what it

::kgresL±b:9t=¥he¥ve°s°naeF=ywi;

if=:::ys=F:5¥¥nFdgth¥to[i:H;ei=±:±ca=Tt
man.\.  Believe-it®r-not  figules  that  are  facts.

]0.   .IHE   OLD   ONELTWO.   The   German
defil` € network against our air attack. Air-tc+

+i:*<.'mrijengaiaranftrtfcfsk:LFTthefa:I:Lestt°rusi98L€ef
the I..orke-Wulr plant at Bremen  on  May  17,

:i:p::i:igf:::::F:;lfi;iltT&:h:;?i#¥:?A:T:nr! -  `
\`

11.  -IHE  LOG  OF  IRE  LmERATors.

F:,:i%a#Tk:Jid:n:iiF¥:bET:;dtsEfu¥¥
Gennan  fighters  used  TiorLhabit-forming  tac-
ties ! - Summing up of the attack.

£.eti.#;LEc¥a?3=¥#F.pig:.fB::gii*i
#rfej,:dee|°ri:h##dperybioi¥.rfgpin:i5*
:i:jr"i::a:%igE=nkeafadentots.thAeud¥;:fehr
the \'111 BOTnber ComrTiand had started opcra-

*9t¥S?:f]:n:urfg=W::Eth#¥&caESE#=
stories.  "Each  second  Of time  had  a  caTmon
shell in it."

13. The stJiunmiG up. what t|]3 year Ovei  .-I

:::?§T#itpLoevr#rfu-?t¥c¥:=ohroff¥'

i:Oat:¥::hhjf:i¥#¥:t°EVIq°f[p¥i#aihfi¥nun¥e
sO. Codet`-cl 59-78.    `

i-->      =t=`

__faJ^  '___  _-    -__i3
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FIGHTING nAY. i

A-I  -AN   AI-RD-rioME
-         -'    1   -:-        '-

I I:a--in~ t.bc Eagifeh`-fi-I-sf6
their  dispersal  st:ci6ns.. incrc-.-.i
ha,d.bEcn.nb:flying-+tie.-picccdT-.r;
ifig  da.y.. But now. the for`ccast.::i

:I:rnst.ryb:±gflce[ES#j.F°;:*cpsfs.C±J:-i-.:

w?s g.pod.n€vys for 'thc bombcf.:~'

¥yc=:c#ghtfD°#T¥£%f-s_a.:`.

;::d:=Cd±;;dof:¥:::-:cTk¥gs:tj.L'
Nizair.c.-Fighter.esto.rt=-none-:.-
None flcc:dcd for [bc rios[ Lcav-. ~
ilyaincdbombcrsin[.hcwoild.i
:..I.ong   bcfofc:.   drwn

:-fi:cw£:al:d¥befn:%T:asbaa|nf;ag:tbicf
wcrc Inadc. On bicyclc± and in
lnicks  [hcy  had dasbc.d [o  tbc:
mcss  hall   for   brcilcfas[. . had

on ih-drinisiiraa by
gcacc officcrs. As cngincs
nd [huddcd into lifc`  [bc

an  [o  move.   Work--
umblcd out in trucks. aod
[o work on new I.ozLds and

and  officers,  Glum
galoshes [haough mud
and  slops,  scant:c:d  fir

d rc:d hands,  cuscd bc
and set to work.   ``

Toss tbc airdrome the For-.  .
es strrincd ar chcir. block±'.-
bc  `cngines ,wcrc -run   up.._-~
: exhaust flames  stabbc4-`
dawn,  fuck.cd `-ycllov.. .is.--:
[Ilcs . wcrc- recardcd.- : Thc:  ,

¥n_tii!f#c¥
plane.-ta±£€do:ut.and.wag-

•----  `-.i

stiriwasrip-nowi.A.grccp
wiflked  .it.-thc=.first  For-~-
Thc B--i7- cr-cp.I. d6vin' the..
LE,Op±c:£g::Ei:::;£`]inssht:.;

-,.,---.:  --       i                 -

HEE=i=|;=:i:.aptir±=

tlJCL.c uP Cr   lc8si Su

#:wi:bg::#d'ffs.:ig`:a¥aff;-:.`
and.props  was-con'rinhoris+; In

=`=::i:ni:ssihs:,=qonuaErTo':i¥asi-:T.-
already: whccling jn formati6n.` .i

c`nd}. .

.`>-..They.svicp[}owo+cr[bc'`cofl-
=¥_r¥`b¥I?dip_8r~.c.I_O.sig±
jSITt.EEes±=T

`gEip.ufap':t]-ghe.,=i`E::

;.9pdrp6s_c.fil-qu gL[- y : s
¥i_s:-;:ilo-¥=ij-

i+-p_uJiE.p.c.aikdy-vi:g.sgoLc=`
L:i.:¥or;::~±.:ar:£±==:cEj;;::`E:o=

-;:-fn¥:¥ifio::;:::rj:djfcoriiE-¥:

;:=¥ie=dra-°ntU±`,Ei-:g±i-dT:H€:.infr]::±

T6f`slc..cp,io.v.caup.tothe.tower.
•3atFgc:affi=:r:,f=Q:=::ifflo;i:bg:
'wandc:red  in,  im'maculatc-ant

i clahora[cly aE cas:..:`'::`.

rTh¥C.`F=:csbi::n=~:d=.i:iddrcrin:
*`' flak-bit -on  6nt~Formcss,. tom
L..-c>tLco-a_cofh-islagin`l=Sc-om-Flctc~
`,i::.:y:Elimf:tirh:::f:!-:ffa:sh!o:T;

+flic.kcr  and-  the  youngsters-
• lounging in [hc room sccrned to

•,  bc prc:[criding [hc,v didn.I bcaL

Aflo[hcr rcpor[: A Flying For-

:.`iiacdss;I;`;Cg:rccndn::ni:'-Sa:::[Ph7c'r';i
:.-fi`cld `.wiith   one..dc;a. -three
:,. wounded. The group.coinmand-;

cr coolly. asked the name of-[h
dead man, was €bld i[:.was no

. .yet  available... : .,..- +`   .  :,...-I-`-`-++.IJ\ --..'..     .   ' ,.--  `:      :-.    On an outsidEbalcon}inen
]is[cd  man  flung`  up.`his.:ban

-and poin[cd  [o.the wcs[ ..,. Ah:
. dthcr   trainc:d his..~ binoc`ulars.
`i|rid rcbc:in -dowri,` ` cn[acd . th

i..roori-i---::Hcfe..colp€.sj£.9Lfcm,`
:.,'-`;~ir,'T,said-bc[c;.[bc.groupcon-
.`  marl-dcr.   Th-c: 'CO   neddcd   ic-
:-in-awlcdgri`eL:, +~palled  on  his

`-overcoat  and went outside.    -   I.I

TT~wirfiEfE.-ri c [hc. r=.ErT5ra*
•' the. obvious  qucslion.  Nobody.:

asked i£. Six B-17's swung over.-
wing to wing,' peeled out wi[b .
the  majcs[ic. dclibcra[encs5  of•  bombers  .and.  headed  for laid-

- ing..   As .they  came d.own  cacL :

was  w-a[chcd  by` a  rian:-with :
--binoculars.   ..No  daniagc  visi--

:.ble,  sir,.+:, h.c. told  the CO.  The  `
• group-lcidtr. rioddcd silc:ntly. -.:,.

...     OIhcr  B-17.s.were  slowing
:?rip.and .finally  all-wcrc} honc:, .;
somesirigly,Somciflforlna[ious
of [hrce. h landing [hcy flicked

10



Past close dy.; tbc. pilots sitting

_:I_:-=:::::i:.:==:i:i:_i:::-:::::::

-\  - .-
-==erar:¥c=:Ei:c='=::T-

|:.ai6i=i:.-&ggan=dE-f::!cd--hBf=:.;s`--+

inffi=-a:5-rii ife.±idri±L:
=_     I  lliih

•=,   ®    .

':I:[cd6}Fhcg6odrfussio-i,.noLcj

.bprcdjiorfiight€ncdr-This.was:-.I.-;.vE[±-?nan.di)ri~dc--ful-£ohp=It;.

had`.dc+elojc.d_`_i:.:T.ass..po.±cr:.+

::i:-=.i:-;:T-:--i-i:T.:|i:,-ci-:i-.±=:-
caffce.-and:.;infroichEs:-..tievis.
ci-ottcd . rogcthdr ,--.- 6fficcrs  .afld. ..
men sittin-g ip_chc s.anc groups.  '
rnc room htinmcdr7]-ch.-qtiicri`
discussi-ob of lhc 'rai`d and .nQWL

danod|agfu¥.---2adrpc£::=[=¥:.±d:-i::-.;:

[hc flying -dobc.that  day.  `   -. :`-
. --In[clligcncc :®ffic.crs-. vEcrc..
•.,

.:hac;:;onog;E,P±€a¥€:;Egn¥:c£;=%:
to answer questiofls. oflc.crcw,
furly`cypical,  was  a  group. 9f
small-town Southcin-crs  cxc-c5t
for  the  Brook`lyn,.na-vigrtor
wLosc  .clii)`p..sd-5bcech   and

.sproptipginys[a¢Fc`Ttyer-eiri-pdd;
c:on[rasc .[o  tbc  smoo.[h  faces,:

:.:tges!.:T-::.,-a'n:.-=:Pis.-_-?-:,-fiis-

i:rife:i:;a°:a:S:::n¥::£aigfc£
.`    ``.         -`                                                                                                                          `.`.    r--

CONTINUE:D   0N  PAGE  22

Li-s.si-~ndwich,lcancdbac

grcc:dit:w5:|tri==:s::i:a5nc:tEfgs:::2T::.
His rcplics bccainc bricf for th€
story. bad bc:c:n almost-to-ld-...  ~...
''i i :Any ihs[anccs..6f bravery to`

:ider=:§i.£.`nusnap.skill?.-".as-kid

:Fr:,-I,±fJ¥:¥.¥.-a,f.:.¥¥iSic=':    .    ¥'_.  --`   i_i ..,---.---, '  .-`=`.  -,=-+=--            _    -\_     ^,   .

*:L#gnrcp:=k¥:.;E:€:aepct[F£:
` looked around the room ac tbe::
•crcw  [Iiat 'ha.a  fought .`i[.s.  i;a}.,;-i
bone  at  lf cc-top  bcight, aftcr-
th;  raid,-knocked .down .orle
F6cke-Wulf 189,  sceq .i couple --
of  machine-gun  s.lugs   rip.:.
[rirough_..their  ship. : All. .cycs;
sct[led`on`thcyQTnggurin.cr.and
h€  grinned.    '      ....      I -<`: .--.:+L~-
•  ".Well,.  sir,"   said   hc;  I..[Lc.:

FrcncL  arc  still  on  our  sit
I-hey .waved  ac  us. all. tbc
i,omt.-   i-   1 ...--` -..--.  i.-.-...----•-.-.Jluluc ...--i.    -`-.:-I     `-.   .

.-  Everybody 8TinriEa. ri.a-'i=j
incir.iu'a:r[crs-for;::

A,
•`troopcd.off to-

barbs  and. clean uaiforms.  The
intclligincc  offit-er wcq[' off to
§cnds.rcperLwj
[crroBa[ors-.    `.--_..' .-..-- ~.     .
•   Bysupir`tbF[ nj.gh[.Fhcmis=
sion  for  tbc  next  day  vyas  ifl:
Crcwmcn  driflk  light.  5rl
bar or did flo[ drink at all.
convcrsai:ionat[hcsuppcrtablc
was  of flying  and  dcccrations, -.
in  which  all   profcssionalizca.
soldicl.s  arc  profouDdly  inter-.•cstcd,   and   of  women-wives

lcf[  bchind   and  -girls  mc[   in
England.  By  11   o.clock  clubs.
and  mcsscs  wclc  dcscrted.   In-
one bamcks, amorcrs, finished i
with  prc.plfa[ion for-the flex[
dana.:'£g£¥=bi#£8ri]}:£bt#o=-

his acccn[ ind for tLc D9.dgcrs. ..
;~i:: But:i.-on... chc  fidd : mcri . wcrc.. .I

•`::£'6.r*n'g.;_. G~rQind  crc`iwi5 :hid `.`i-±'

i.gFEfl3it¥pTt€L±ng=.ffroda
a`gc>   b`ombinB.-.: up,-.  tuning   cn ----

gincs,.` dydraulic-gcai.`and  all.-:
o[her[hings6n+whichthc`-coni=:-:
bat  crcw',s life hirigE--S.one. qf€
tLcm wert-still :there.whcd tic-_;-
sub Fanc .pp ag2in: QthFis` bad...:..

-grabbed-a-`hatful.. of` sl€cp  an¢.-::

Thercc.s.£¥=:;inhgci±i°hu-cE'-':`r¥*t-:`...:o:Eh:c¢£::;¥:~:s.±_:::_:_±L:,c:.arid:;

ship.{raddled -out  and  ochcFs
.-

followed with..inc dumsr grace .

]°£fgE[=:Cinqkcc};Pfadn:SricThfir:£¥:¥:.

:vpbcb:cigtFa[ttc[r:::iakyc-£Z°i¥£:,€
11



CHAPTER 2 

B-17s on Which Uncle Eddie Flew
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B-17’s Serial Number B-17’s Name

42-5072 ??????????? 

42-5306 ??????????? 

42-5378 ??????????? 

42-5407 Fightin' Pappy 

42-5714 Old Faithful II 

42-29620 ???????????  

42-29660 Lil’ Abner 

???????? Tally-Ho 
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CHAPTER 3 

Letters from Uncle Eddie to His Sister Bertha 
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CHAPTER 4 

Letters from Uncle Eddie’s Girlfriend in England, Betty, to Bertha 
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j'-.-.`

MISS  a.   PAN.TEE

Dear

ds`' Southvllle  Rd.

Bed ford,   England

--=`,        '                                                              :?`

I  have  beeD  latending  to  wl.ite  to
you  for  Bone  days,  but  have  not  done  8o  aB  I
did  not  thBh  to  oauBe  you  any  undue  aLRElety.
Eowever,`  ty  tblB  time  you  have  no  doubt  been
lnfomed  that  Eddy  18  mlBglng  -  I  an  very  Sorry
to  bave  to  tell  you  tbgt  big  plane  went  dow'n  on

€gt3#ngizna±ayie}8t±ufe:u:5e¥h¥:niu:¥th:3eac:::a
a8  a  great  Shock  to  you,   ag  lt  was  to  me,   and

¥::thuna::engag;:Lt£::tfyF:::hfn:ELt£±£:::ce+he
flrgt  cane  to  this  country,   and wag  bTith hln  the

I:::;:T::nf:i;i:!::::::i:!3:i:;f:a:nui;::g!:i:;rred.

;;;:iy;!!i;:;;;::igE:;:ZH¥!:!!;:i:¥:::i!i::;:E:g
witb  a  calm  courage  and  a bappy  gpirlt.

Eddy bag  many  good  friends  among
your  conntrmen bere.    I  received  a letter  from
one  of  then  a  fortnight  after he  wag  nlsglng,`
and  I  an  aellghtea  to  tell  you  that  he  gala  -
:::::ialL¥s€°n::£t££f::ga±::: ::I:I:f B£:: E:1:gas,
and  I  will  tell  you  exactly  what  they  told me.
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According  to  the  information  received,   Eddy'B
plo.nt2iri-ent  down  ln  the   Sea,   and  the   crew  were
Been  getting  out  into  the  mbber  alnghie8.     Ihey
were  picked  up  by  a  boat,  but,   of  course,   tbig
may  have  been  British  or  Geman.    However,   all
hlg  friends  8eem  quite  confident  that  be  ig  gafe;
be  flew  in  the  nose  of  the  plane  arid  8o  had  every
cbanc`e  of  getting  out  a.uickly  in  an  emergency.

::¥;::;¥E:f:§=a::¥:¥:r±¥:i*::Sor=:£±:;i¥::ie::i{
correct  facts  iD  Such  cases.    We  can  only  nope  for
the  best,  and  while  our  Lope  renainB  undanpted  we
have  every  expectation  of  hearing  from  him  ln  drie

3±:::e  =rsn::ty:: =:::yb:b::;r±E:y_uE s±:;wbE:
would  not  wiBb  you  to,  Land  I  an  sure  be  will  cone

;::::i6EiE!;E;i:::3::;a;i:::c:!::;8:::=:::E;:w
i::tw;::df::1 :mg::k=¥::}n8A:b£¥: £:¥h::?C£ ¥:Lt
Sure  you  would  rather  bear  something  more  personal
thaLn  the  official  notifioatlon.                               , r,

that  if he `.::n:aka8ggp::::::rEfgwginE fg#6h:08a[
me   as  goon  ag  poBglble,   and  I  pro*mlged  him  that

I:¥i;,ii::i:i::!j:i;:ir::f:;;i;::iEfF:¥:UFI:;::
have  proniged  to  let  me  *now  if  they  hear  through
the +Red  Cross  first.     However,   tbere  1g  a po8Bit>il

±£¥gt:::e¥o:o::E §:uarp±:::ehg[E:f%:en:i  aEah::e
missed him  very  much  indeed  ln  this  last  month  -
he  wag  a  very  dear  friend  of  mine.

If  there  1g  anything  further I  can  do
for  you,  I  would  like  to  have  you  write  to  ne.
I  Shall  only  be  too  glad  to  be  of  any  gervlce.
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It  gave  me  great  pleasure  to
to  you  and  your  family,   of  which  I  have
a  great  deal.

•       I   rema.in,

Sincerely  yours,

Betty     -           a+       =
i        `              .r-+I-i           `.                 .`         I                                   ,u`„                                                                                                             ~+ch              I          v

~__..  _._. __._..  _    `        ..i    ._ap ~.\'--, `v`._ ..-, T~.._~ ....,,.. ~~ ::ddrL:`  I ......... _~~~`~~-|~` ~.J4r. -rfu-~'oT T~+I    :  ^`\Tm..>v^^,    t `qELaz
~         -       `\           `

`J,   -.         I         `                    \                .

p.        a ..--..,..- <1-,       *..                                `
_,i+     -i.rdu,                r`h:`<    -                  +~    )'                       ie           '

I,     I   _`rf`       3   tt.                 .     `'

I  thoE:£g¥te:::±: 3g :g±FE ;i:±g.y:3t±:Pie:::   Hy
TTiting .ig  not  always  legible.

1--`-.-`_
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miss  8.   PA!NIER.

Dealt  Bertha

as

55,   SOU"VIL-L.a  P,OAD,

BEDroI{D.

25I,a.July' :*315:i-.`-i.--

Ihank ,you  very  much  I-or  your, letter.' ` I  was
ed  to  hear  from  you  as  Eddy  used  to  talk  about  you  cuite

often,   and  on  a  number  of  occasions  had  i,e.t  me.read  your
'letters  to  him.

`\

I   should  have,_wri+uteri,to  you`r  Hother  before  I  -
did,  but  was  not  a.uite  sure  how  long  it  would  take  fol`  the
official  notification  to-come  tr.rough,   a+nd.  I  did  not  wish  to
tell  her  the  t!ad  newi's  before  it  Rfas  necessa|.y.     I  know  what
an  aTt'ful   shock  it  must  have  been  to  you,   ape  vi-as  only  too
pleased  to  give  you  l',That  information  I   could.     I  shall
certainly  let  you  know  imediately  if.  I  h6ar  anything  more,  as
I  am  sure -you  must  all  be  very  worried  about  him.

? i'ou  ask  me  il-I  think  he`is:alive  Bertha.    .iTI'uth-
fully,   this:is  a.question  th.at  no  one  hel`¢  can  answ.er;   we  .si.mply

T-`£::F£.¥°B:LT:€ey:Ea:u£:=:V:=f=°:=df::±¥.as#-::ea+:r+ei¥ekryno-Tim--

saying  here  that   'I)Cad  men  are  always  retul]ning' .     As  a  matter
.    of  fact;   I  know  c;f  some  American  airmen  who  wer'e  shot  doun

three  months  befol`e  Eddy,:   one  v,'as  a   fl.ien¢  of  his,   and  J]dd}   -
himself  told`  me  that  they  must  have  been  berfectly  saf`e  as  be
and  the  otker,  crews  saur  them  bale.  out  and 'the  pal.achutes  ope_Tied
properly.     How.ever,   no  one  has  yet  heard  ?nything   fl.om  them,   so
it  is  Quite  evident  that  the  uermans  have  more  Prisoners  than
Th.-e  knoTh-..      In   pome   cases   it  depends   on   the   camp   they  E}I'e   sent   to;.
from   some   cam
and  regularly
.a  long  time.
last  Christma
months  8.Ithou
safe  and  well

s  people  seen  to  receive  letters  very  auic±ly
but  from  ot`nelsv..e  do  not   seem  to  hear  fol'  Quite

I  knovi.  of  `soEe  airmen  who  i+'ere  taken  prisoner
and  there  was  no  news   I.ron  them  lfor  over  four

h  when  tr:ey  did  write,   they :said  they  were  perfectly
I  do  hopg  from  the  bottom ,of  ny  heart  that' he

ri: ;:I;t+:I;¥';E:!i:d;±:i:i?=:rj=E::¥u;!`O=¥t u:fi#L  E:  i:=;Lfe±LtL£: , LJ;s

3:l|:I;:s:f::i!::::::;gui::::#:fn::::::i:::ig::3:::d::::::::::f,:
be  a  scarf,  a,;khaJIi  scarf "±th his  initials  in  red-at  either
end,  v,rhich

I

.I  have  al'ready `tolG  Stella,  I  belie.ve  Eddy'-s

him  during  the  wi'nter.  .  -V'i.ill  yob  be

`,i
.__---_     -.` .------------- *__.._._.-vy-,_     _ ..-.--- T --,.------ _ .--------- i
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:5y:3-ii:£|;:g-ttfJir;gi-:-€¥ky:gf:.:::3:,en£EE`n=-

so  lu:ind  as   to  let  me  knoTh.  if  you  get  it.     I  ao  not  vL.ish  you  to
ser]d  it.back  `to  met  but  I  shou|6  just  |itse  to  mow  if  it  comes
back  with  his .belorigings,  as  I  am  afraia  tr.at  Sons  things  do
get  pilf.ered.

Eddy  had  a  ver}t  rice  time  v,.bile  he  was  here  jlertha,    `
£efore  he  was  'Sh6t  dot...n  he  wl`ote

::!:::=ev:i:::::,Efi!n!:p!:i:=:n:Sf:Edao:ah=1:?riod:3sr::=vasettE:t

_,,,.•t`ie  used  tb  .go  dan'c

time   seemed  .to:-i-6-`'
sure .he  would  love

*`,I

f.i`gia=a~Ia` the  siii=E-:rliie. a
-J}

his  two  day  pas=e¥'i/a:nE°o=::a%: %::€ L:mEL¥:=t:ge£ :.:I::all:o¥ad

::¥:s:,:::,:::3:a::gi!::ev:::a:::i::iEa::s!ff:;o!t!£g%:;:h::-!=i:::E
::::itau±¥%S5e!±±E:Thfe3E±`e|t¥:::.eThteE±sP:L=:}Ju,a:CE¥a±:8th=::±±shI

i_._._,.a.._L¥i,i+al*E_i±_;ijE*faing¥_W£SLi:¥£|fa.a+:`€+.:±iu.t.+i.t.:_=¥r:.:.i_g,.T_=f._r_.
i

•`1

f
1'`.Jell,_,Bertha,   I  am  sure  we  shall  hear  something

fl:om  Eddy  in  due  course,'.and  in  the  meantime,  +  mow  that  it  would
be  Quite  against  his, wish  that  any  of  you  shorfu i.'orry  about  hiim.
Wherever  he  is,  he `is  not  alone`,  but  wil.1  have  the  companionship

%:  £±:ho¥gt:r:¥„ o%E€r±£m:i:±=:n=:  :n3r:s%:r3:m#;  :£=¥:Elm:`Ee±e:a:

:::Se:s=:§:Ee=£at[£ey3¥LEot`:e3:±t:a:[±er±:h%,p:±s:n3:,hi¥::,  ::yvery
good  authority  that  the  Germans  are  adbeTinE  to  the  GenevaConvention,   a.uite  apart  fron  all  th.e  fantastic ,tales  one  hears.
tjome  f.fiends  ol-  mine  have  recently  received  a  photograph  from  a

£,:±±o€=:2t:E9  ::61:o5£o±:g§:3g  :::±Ehn::d[±:  :=££:.:€]¥e::::%:at±¥
I  hear  that,he  is  a  prieoner  I  shall  send  him teat  1  can,  but  we
are  not  allowed  to  send  anything  abroad  in  the way  of  foodstuffs.
Keep  your  faith  undaunted  and  trust  in  God,   an.d'` he'1l  come  back.

'•             `,„Do  write  to  me  again  s.oznetime;land   tell  .me  about

America  and  therican  opinions -I'm  very-interested.     In  the  meantime
remember  me  to  Pour  pal`ents  and  faLmily  with.  ny  #indest  regards,

Sincerely  youis,
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MISS   8.   PAI¢TER. 55,   SOUIE\TLLE  ROAD,

BEDFORD.

EINGLEND.

28th  Oct.   1943;
Dear J3ertha,

to  receive  your
:fI::!eg::::

=^irlngn8. -to  me+    .I  have  felt  veiy#ad .these  _`+.`:i.i,.``.``'`=`-±E.=±.±e¥±¥:tek£:taad±;."a8h?h±Sd:±i?s~±aftcg:=E-rfe

come  and  sea  you,   thel.e's  such  a  lot  of.  ttrings
-I  could 'tell  you  which  are  not  the  same  in
/ writing .,-. I  do -hope  you -receive  his  beloli.gings

S£:=s eafe:¥£:: ¥¥h::]3n=:v:n:p snag:Egtt::in;ou
all  together.    Unfortunately  I  have  only  a`  few

i;;!:i:::T:::E;::w::::i:+::;p;i:::!e!:!:Ti    i
However,   I  am  trying  to   get .some  mole  done, . -
t]ut. photography  here _is  very-difficult  as
the  photographel`s  are Short  of  materials,  but  .';
I  will  senQ.them  to  you  as  soon  as  I  cam.
I  Have  pfter}  wondered .what  you  all  look  like;
.is  your  hair  like  EddyTs?    He  had  such
glorious  curls tlidn't he?

=tsleBsiire  to`  hear' from you  so  do

It  mist  have  been  vel.y  exciting
to  see  Stanley  again.     Eddy  used  to  tell  me
that  I_e  thought  Stanley  might  dome  to  this
country,   and  he  was  looking  forwar-d  to  see
him.

I  am  afrai.d  I  do  not  know  the
creTRT  wPo   fleit'  with  Eddy  on  the  day  he  went  .
down,   and.it  would  be  almost  impossible  for
me  to   find  out  now.     Iou  see`,  Bertha,  on  his
last  raid  but  one  he  was  transferred  to  a
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differerit  crew,-  and
arev.'  vi'as  shot  aovm  on  that  raid.     I   can
remember  one  night  v`'hen  Edd}7  came  home  v,.ith

¥:,h:3  ¥::tt£=:=ng  £=n3b::E :±, ;::S±¥:n::o:£:±
he  had  been  i;ransferred,  or  he  would  have. gone

S:y=t9¥£er:::p?::::: ::in:isi a:o:`i:nEaEP::k:3.
one  o`f . ri.is  old  friends  if  they  had  heard` fiom `
any  of -his.  cl.ew,i  but  ,he   said-'rvo' .   .  Of...course,   *:

th_ey  have  heard-from  any  o-f, his `cl`ew.` -.1They`.-_.

==±±oE=::::L¥ e¥d±±;` :a:n:i::y¥%:u±Eem=: I:=_  `,_
they  would  naturally-ass.ume  that-you  had`.: a-* . +rfe.`t
deeper  interest  tban  I  have. as  you  are  related`

?i:i::inpg?::;-pE:Eo;o=i:-::Tf|:,-:f:::::iL;:,.,:i
raids,   Put  that-was  so :-bad.Iy  batterf3d  ab.out--

i:::I;t.s±:€cEoo¥.e£3;:pp£:. wen=  %::a;Eg:: :n.I      _   I_     11_  _     i_, _ _         -

as  it  happened  his  old
iil

one  of  his  two-day  i-eavesz-and-at  the..time  --
_-` _-.    7_ _

I. could..not`  go  as  lit  w-as  lmpessible-tg   get  --.
leave .fr.om  the-office.   '.He  .told.me  af.terwards

I:3=TE:::a:::u=3:iif::!=i::i:lf:=!:a::::i:;.
::5 e-s:in:ol::::a SE:I--E:o:fahigcy# s¥`:It:nd
a  big  one and  awfully  well dane,- and  I  think
he  had  to  maJIe  a  tour  of  Ijondon  to  get  a  frama
for  it.-.`A|1  those .odd  little ,things  like
frames--etc.  rare  di.fficul.t  -to  get  here  now  as

E:::±I::i;:§E:8::.:uf;i::::a:.o:::d:ES.:%§:€.
four  dollars  in  your  money!    I   should  love  `
you  to  see  the  sketch,  but  I  daren't  send  it
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I+

across  in  case  it  got lost, asl should  hate
anytF.ing  to  happen  to  it.

By  the  way  Bertha,  I  meant  to  tell  you
befol'e,  but  perhaps  you ]mow  by  this  time,

I:::E:!::::::g3:5!::i::;:|ai::::::8:a:::in.::th'
shou-1d  be  about.. 60  pounds   (   240  `dollal's)-.   I  `-
do  hope.,'y6u' rill  not  think  .I  am ,inte`r.fering 'in
his  pl.ivate  -affairs,. but  he  told me  _aboiit  this
money,   a.nd  I  ]In`ow  he  was  I)uzZ1`ed  brice `bec.ause

:§n§:::g-;-:=y§Ean:~rim¥=i:E::y:ui:==3§.:s::i::V§:u:¥o=w
you  Fav.e  not  heard`.all.eady.: :

:      `Do `you  -wirork  ih  an.  ipsuranc'e  'office  " .
.   Bertha?  ~..I  +hink  that !s -what -;Edd`y   sa-id -yqu.a: .... :i-..- :

;::rl¥==±yjo=bt=::qB::::::mrye+a::rig:Hliif:c.:¥.I-`'` _of  a   Swiss   engineerin.8 :fir.in fiere.I  ---Pf.-.+...6oul:se
we  are  dbi'ng  Governri'ent'  work` -.at-`. the  mdme'nt ; `

±h¥=£V:±ryr:%ec=:,ei:¥tw~=nhE`3a.:?b±±mfiu~;:Sean-

-¥!:=ii::E:|¥::¥E¥jg::!Ii¥fstfi.iiijfifi;¥:
tri€ `same .tl.ade `arid  we  o-f.ten  get -literature-and  .`1ette±`s   fr.6m   Chic.ago-.-:-i.--Ed.dy-vias -.v6.±y  -..--
interested  in .the  .Factory  .arid .h6 -Th.anted  to

I:3f ol eEiitta::t-i:o:o s:::or:a:oar:: sn::e:ne`  time±-that  is,  Worien's  Royal  Naval  Service.

:5;::i?:g:;F¥:E-;;::i;::-a;Ii::iig:"
Force.     It's  a  standing  joke  here  that  every

_    __        --' -`-`,`,,

i     ::t]±h.:%:LfaEo€og:3aynyp:€Teafi:  :I:g E¥v:o€he
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r me-`.rcan`=just-go  i)ack  home ` and i-6=bed:~'...Thfi.e -ba`V6

oz}e  in  England  possesses  a  uniform.of  some
kind.     In  my  spare  tine  I  am  aD  J!ir  Raid  Warden.
Luckily  we Jlave  not  been  very  busy  in  this
respect  lately.   .I  have  to  go  on  duty  one  nightin  every  eight,  and  also.  every  time  the  sir.en
g%:£.yo.:e:i:v:a¥S,a=±::pv:b¥ugn3ogt:±o:£r±£ath^e
momlng-and-.line  siren  goes.  L  I  just. tumble but
of  bed,  usually  have  to  get  into  ny :unifo.rm  in
the-dark  and  bi-cycle  to  the  post.    Very  often
we  have  to  wait  for  half  an  hour  ol.-an hour,_-
nothing-happens,3 the  All  Clear  goes,'-aid-then_

been  times  when  this  happens  ..cc>ntinually,`-`-throligh
tke  Eight,  -buit .in  the  last  few  months-.the   ...``
Germans  have' .stayed  over  their .om  side-of. the
Channel.- . may  always  Hanted  to  see an air  rai`d
£¥¥¥:;¥Exp=:.:i=b=:::=ndi=:er';fyourc.+,®       +'      -

-             ,                       ,~         ~                                                                                                                                                       `+              ,

giFlst over  here  latelF.   ` What  rill you  3.aim-i-,`-
=ehth#f*§=°#€g§o¥£±fE:Sfas°£e::¥::aui.so;£-h
here for...La aunber  of  gears.   ` It  Would  t>e

F:i¥¥tiE-fE::leo;::i,E:::;#co;y::-i:g:::a:.-er
should-love Fou-' *o,  see  londoin ` in peaoe`. time.

my: goodness,  1`  almost``. forget--what.``i£. i.s:.. |ik-e:  .e
nyself ;  tin,t,.-it .rill-be'`.h.eav.erily`jto +go.  6u-I. in  -i-. tl-+e   evenings ` and+`~not-.--b`e --a'fra.id-`o£+ iea3±£in.g=±rfein
lamp  posts  and  trees.   ,Honestly  Bertha,.ny
eyes  have  got` so  used  to  the  dark  that  they
£r:hgEfb:::gfgL¥±nerg=±::£t€at'S-eyes.

I  do  hope  your  mother -is

:3£e!g:gas:e::r8 :3:e±°hdr:: :;=e`  to  all  your  family  and  tell  the=n
•  €1ngers  crossedl'       `

ttith  best  ¥.+shes,

L-+_._n_I.~_-a_-__h_ing

I  suppose

ty.

-.-- ` ---- +--a
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MISS   8.   PANTER.

My  dear  Bertha,`

letter  I  wiote
at  the  time  as  we  have  'had_`influ
had  a  lot  to  do
you  get  this  le
much  you' will  miss  him

53,    SOUIHv|LLE   ROAD,

BEDFORD.

`     ENGLAND.

||th  January,  1944.

'   I  mrist  apologize  for  the.`very  short  scrappi

::el:;:::;i:!iili:ir!:i:::i!::¥i-:i:E!:ii:::F:;I
We  have  had. a  little  snow here  today  f-Or

first  time  -this  winter.--Actually_,  it  raiely'  sbows  here,   and
when  it  does  ther`e  is  never  enough  to  sett|'e,:and  within  a  Short
time  it  usually  gets  horl.ibly  slushy  and  nes§y.     So  fa£`.the
weather  has  been  very  mild  tbis  winter  which  is  a  good  job  as  We
are  rationed with  our  coal  and  heating.

me  all  about`your  job,  `as
Amel'ica.    ,I.will`tell  you
is  the  Britisri  bl.anch  of ,:a

2i : 3:rfi;ei::fiEh8if:::::-?I
are  quite  a  number  of  our
my  own,   and  an  quite  alone
when  my  enployer  calls 'ne
8.30  in  the  morning  to  12.

Then  you  write  to  me  agai`n  Bertha,   ¢o  Please  tell
I  an very inteiasted. in  clerical  wol'k  in
about .mine.    .The  :a:irm fror  which  I  wol.k

jgL;::¥Eef:::it::i;?ei=f::t:?i:a=:Si:yer
::g:::i:s!::Ike::3o=r:a:rd::::-?gv;:::-;:::¥!:in
50,  then have  an  hour  for  lunch,  and

finish  at  six  o'clock.  '  Normally`  we  Should   finish  at  5.30  pin.   but
owing  to  war  conditions  we  have  to  work  half  an  hour  later.     This,

::n:a::::;  3n± :-:€L::: ::s;h:owie::C:Ls£::#. doA:iia:h:Sf:r=gnr   mail,  and  that  is  very .mich `curtailed` now  as  all  our  letter.s  have

:£±:£±bha:i;::#:d£:I:b=em€::i:!°=g;:iig::#:=:£anL|':;:::I::¥:£¥±gei;gig
he  said  it  was  something  to  do With  insuranc;e.    `Is  that  right?

E g:;;. 5: S:a:1,:ts:i.:sp::sgn|nin!k: f!EOE5Pv=g; :::F::p::g
I                                                                 ,-,,-             ft   ``   -i  ,,-.             _       `   . -+      I     -        -

etc,
jobs  in

f¥¥;;:f±:io§i:£¥Eiw3::c;+¥:g:~:=%=±::::E::::E!::.;::::%:i£L|±::v:°

5!1f:i!`t::;:!E:1ff:::WjiEg::-:i:+fE:¥::::::#:;h!:ni:::!:ra;::i:::iiion!`,; `.:+ gil|~ P_e  _a  16t' of-work -'in``£5tiaighteniig  E==6p:-`ifi   iir;i ,-.- ~ --is;  a-o-5aiess,
+~'!`J&  A+.I   shall  be   so  pleas

ea  grhen it is all over.

+'   '       k   ~                a           ,

rfeij=#fr.=^:LEth:,g=_:£„:
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£:¥y;all::n:::I::::¥:g:::n:cngi;;::i;o::.;Ii::.:i;:5?::i::;:::i:£::e
day.     I  do  hope  they  Will  like  being  here,  and  not  find  it  dull
after  Air.erica.                        J      .

and  cakes  pow  as  we-do  not   get   enough  rats  and   sugar  to_      __---`,  `,    +ul+++L    II+I+J.I.J,   `

I  d:.e±:p:e;:Ea;±±Lafr#etE:  ::f±::±£ndso::, i:snfa=:¥et±ge  t°
1  -++_.^_             '-_a` ___     .            I

~
one  of.the  ladies  who  wortsin  our  wages  office  is  ccming

to  cherica  very  shortly.     Sbe  is  a  uerman  refugee,  and  was  chased
all  over  Europe  until.  she  came  to  this  Country  two.pears  ago.     She
had  a  brother  a  INew  Pork  and  has  applied   for  Permission  to  come  out

:I:t!igie !3:ap:f-;:.mi:gn::d c:gel:g::ghf:::irgu5o s!:. i s|V:fgufEr:I::d
love  to  come  Over  Wnen  the  T'v'ar  ends,   but  I  have  .hea`rd  that  it  |s
rather  difficult  for  foreigners  to  get  into  America.    Is  that  tine
do  you  know?  +±Sone  People  Say  that  one  has  to  have  a  certain  sun  of
Honey  before  you  are  allowed  to  enter  the  country,  but  if  I  came

jg::L€°£a%:P::±8a¥e±a€¥€::S:o±:wE':=:dd:faa±:±£:±:s,Afuia=±yio':ody`
has  written  to  them  for  years  I  don't  haow  exactly  Th.hel'e  they  are.
As  ny  hom€  is  quite  near  to  the  office  I  usually  gQ  hone  to  lunch,
but  as  it  was ,raining  and  snowing  at  the  same  time  today, -I  stayed
end  had  lunch  in  our  Canteen.     We  have 'a  lady  and -gentlenain  who  work

-  ::5:f5e:::: , :5!g:::;;:;; :E::;:: :lin:I:::hElEufae:f::':::I:!::? :i::::
a  bit ,antiqu`ated. thQtlgh  as  they  left  therica  some  thirty .years':ago) .

-,.               '`                                                                                                                                                                .`         ` ,,-,            '                                                           .     `.                    `,

.   . I t± o =ti sfi_._F6;E=¥°::ajj3`E¥.;£u±± :  E:±±9:¥n±u:±±_TE,_:_v.i:.e;.:u_f£:,::3.~Fr¥±Ly9
`.~ _ i

tfien  lab?ly?                                                                                                                ,

I  am  supposed  to  be  going  to  a  cookery  class  tonight  at
our  Technical  College.    fry  girl  friend  andJ  go  every  Tuesday  night,
but  the  tuition  is  rather  limited  as  the  Authorities  only  allow  the
teacher  very  small  rations,   and  it  is  very  dELfficult  for  Fier  to

¥=::8:g:n_ t££:i  ±=  ¥:£e€i¥£:  ::ed:£?`±Pfa€:rh:±=:Wbfr:¥d :h:::C3E:i::me
the  week-end.and  I  quite  intended  to  give  a  piece  to  an  American  to
see  if  it  was  like  he  had  at  home,   but  unfol'tunately  i  never  had  a
chance  as  it  was  all  eaten  up  befol`ehandU     We  cannot  make  many
pastries   and   cakes   now   as   we   r]n   tin+.   c7O+    Oyinllfrh   f`h+,   __a    _____
S P a I. e .

80   home.
8e't  your.
could   see

i::::I:...an:iE:nT: love  to ..all. yolir  peopl.e I .I.  dot wi.sh. I
fo.I'get   the,  photograpb.`v ,-I.,-:

-                            `      I        .      r'

With ' lov e '
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CHAPTER 5 

Letters from Crewmates and Kin to Bertha 
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FROM   ''STARS  &   BTR|PES''         --   LONDON,   ENGLAND

Amel.ican  air  crews  who  had  to  fight  tbeir Way  bone  from

WilbelmBhaveri  througb  gwams  of  .Nazi. fighter  planes  fauna  tbe  gkles

over  Brest`,   strangely  free  of -oppogiti6h.

Tb-e  raids  Friday  on  Wi.lhelmshaven  and  Saturday_ on  Bre8t-  `

Provided  tbe  geoon.a  instance  i-n  which  8ome  Eight  Air.  Force  combat  units

bqve  raided  eneny  territor±egon  su`coesglve  days.

Not  all  the  Bblp8  were  unBoratcbed.     Pilot  of  the  Fortl`esg

Tally-Ho  in  tbe |8ad  fomation,   Bald his  plane  oaugbt  flak  in  the

WingB``and  Btat}iiizer.     This  cane  ripping  up  through  tbe  ftlselage,

md  buried'itBelf  ln  tb8  anmtinlt±on  Ban  rigbt  bebind  Ed.   Zabawa.     He
I-.

had  a  cloBB  one  and  never  knew  ib.

in iB  tbe  other  walBt  gunner.     Sgt. .Ed;and  J.   Zabawa  is  from

C18v81ana,   Ohio.
-,:
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Feb.  5.   19un

Be&#  &ape!.   froby8

fflo®©   Shls   g.©aoh©8  gro"  ag  qul®tslF  as  yguF  1©tt©F  dltl  me.      g`m  hg±SgBgr   ShaS
_I.   gen  giJEe_-gr®tf   s®m®   a8Lsugr&n6©   ®£  ®tiJ©m  degplt®   the  '6eeeinisS-1®  "©wt5  you

have  heap&o

ff®  begin  t`]1Sh  I   fro®w  him  well;   `t7®   slep€  ±n  the   eam©  bag®r.a¢kes   and^  w©p®   an

g£3S s%g3Ss#ga:,:%m;  ggoEeggs : IA&@®3p%g  g£±gr3E;::%%3Sa3gy®Fn  ¥3::%£:%Ft,:%e
1&sS   Spplng  as  you  froowo . . o . . .

+
W©  bombed   BSo   se&a&1re,   I  believe  1€  was.   and.,.£urmed  OUS   to   s©@  on  the.-----------   _____LE         1         ,    _

_   _  __  ,         3+      _

3£8S88g&8§S£3gS ifgsa¥ggrt+Jg::rna 3£®®g8:;:£e 88 s':'€: ®fa:g%£.£8g¥g:¥S£3g£:£;::  ajBfiEee

§§:§%:§ga3§`&,i:3%::s:§gw§;®a£;§gtsg§£g§S§§:g;:a;i.g£:g:::go£§y:::£:§g£§:gg§#®
b&®rE  gpom  the  for.masion  ®  my  tail  gtinneg.  giving  me  repoFtB  all  Sbe  whileo

g:§%E:g€faEo£%a8±%8r££%£S8&=dae%8.i8g--guf8fB3?e~8fg:nti,¥8LBu%h-3-a-g€38g-B-gi-g3a=
®£f  Sh©  FE.©neh  ®®ass®     cae  made  a  beausiful  1e.ndlng..  and  I  had  a  half  dozen

:gg%g:sfgatt,e$33g%egng3#3u,®£:®3.a$3n3m:£g®&£ggre§£€±Sn£3f£:adeg:#a£6%n€E:E3d

g:a::ngfagpE-:;-
above  She   g®a

fees®

N®w  the  above  ls  a  fao¢tzffal  and  unblSeed  a®®oin`nt®.     Bell?ve  me9   I  would
n®C   €ry  S®  Dg!k®  €hlnge  ©a61eF  as  1S  tiomld  b©   twice  ae  hagsd  laS®r  ogle      I

ti#:!'E:¥:::::'§:®%3g;:!3;±§:¥r§;:F3§;£€a:ELig:§§£;8fan8ir%££::£S:m|§§g¥ai:::h-e
Why  you  have  I.e®elve6  no  word.   a  don!S  kn®w®i    lhege  have  been   rmmepou8
®Sher  ®a8e8  whegre  €h©  Germans  just  ?efupe€  Sto. all®vl8€Q  i!rozDng  Of  She  hbm®=
foite®.     E _aQpe` a~g  gr_o`u__ de€_that=haJ±afrs±re±€ed=-`up  P¥_ th!._¥ne_9rff9¥Pe..a.I_±¥i;`~

eriil=£E-tE~6  ti-6h=E|i;T©TFi®-a  of  sileno®.     Reg]-ember,   the  vlsfbility  was®®            ~  A   ,L      ,.   _   a``  _  __  _       _  -_I  ._ __ __ __        _

ppa®tleally  nli  at  tiaeps  a  be®atige  of  ln`te-iriittent  Ehoweps.     Ego  disehaed
in  a  ®leap  8p®t  tons  eould  have  beefl  fiida©n  fz"  view  five  minutes  lgtep.

!p8g.gQ   Lunbgr,   ¢haS  i©  ®B®ut  all  a   ®an  t®11  you.   but   I  hope   it  helpB®     t#®   in-        _  _    ___J,   ____e         _  JO
€ria€-a;ari  had  abo'tis  tvne  faignes.t  Chance  ®f  erirvivei` ®g

gong   ckftrm  d®n®®      ©f   c®uzaE©,    tn®   ato®v©   1nformtsqn_._q|s®
tq

ap$1Se6  €o  LS®   ff®ti®1±®   Lt.   GLgivt®n,'  a.na   the   oth6rg®

If  you   ''-i©h t®   g©,t  |n   S®uoh  tthth  m©  ftaptfi©RT®   I   gn&11  be  as  A  A  F  RS  for
a   few  m®s®e   ky-e©®Ego

vary   ©1ne©s®e,1y`o

Capt.   Fp®d  ®nn©n

-Sh©   8quadp®n  thin
any®n®   `.!h®   faas   edy
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8!1::::8D:::ti¥::.

F!y  9eep  fdgpe.   ®1ekea8
i+  . -~  -

__   __  ----,-------= ---- _--_  -

®eivea  y®ugsig€t3FS§P:E83i8°ig~%d€E3ebgE§tng¢¥:S®8°8!-g. t.'n£38:  gegaa

Gauite  a  number  of  reports  from  ve8'&®ug   goSJ!F®e8,   all  p8£gitiHg  more

or  le§g  She  €an.e  plotuae    -  all  enc®uz'aglrig.     But  ¢be  le€€®F  I  ere-

ceived  yesteF&ay   fg©m  E.3Fs.  ,Etlty  glv©g   tfae. eieg£Fess  gDi®Smg.e  of   €heg!
-----.-  _      -  _ -------- _          --       -   _     _            _

®t.Jen  auby  was  pilo€  of  Sfae.S   sfa&po   L€.   Pctpr®1l  Sja6g  ®®-pllos.

y®up  bz.othe.p  bonbardler,   and  mg  Son  tifas  Iiavagasop.     i.3pg.   Lrty  18

€h©  Vife  og  the  pll®to

BuS  tne  b®pS  netgr8  i`9  thl8:     5  Elnute§  ago  nr  bu§bana

pfa®_peeg_pQpgom_riet.71F9£i_ae€-tan-ffor-®f-faftpr®®mTve¥8&i;a-®m~t.7aefa-Sap-g.~

Ofanefr.     ¥ou  Bee.  ny  frusband  ie  also  1n  the  Air  ¢orpg.  and  ao  ls  oup

ge®ond   son  `£ho  lp  a  pll®€o     Hy  husband  Sells  ae  thi©:     CaB¢.   OHnen

®g§uFed  him  tfa@€  h©  saw  with  his  oun  eyes  how  the  Ship  on  thicfi  our

boys  wepe®   landed  abou$  15  mil©B  fFom  the  French  Co&g€®     Ju§S  ag  fro

descEalbee  ln  &he  l®ttep,   excep€  thaS  fa®  added  ¢h&e  he  counted  ten

nen  end  all  ve¥e  in  She  inflated  page.    He  81€o  tola  ny  htisbana  Shas

SOP
rae-k~n6w  of  eases  i.hen-dermanswo"ld.. rot._1nio=L±-`-_-------

¢Fb~SB-  f®-r  ltr  montfag--a-bout  the  Dz.1€®neps they  beld..   .The  I.afS  had
peddles,  a,nd  Shey  may  have  re&che¢  Shore  end  been  picked  xp  by  the
un8®Itgrau-fad;  `op  elf;6 --t-he-y-#epe  p±etsed  xp  bgiv  gfae  SeREans  a.n.a  are  held

ppigonez.8.    ghe  ®hacse  ®f  Sheip  guFvlval  are  90  per  cent.    Even  more.

I  canno¢  tell  yon  hStg.  aappgr  I  gin  to  h8`ve  Shig  n®#s  to  gend  ogi

to  gr®u  end  to  yotip  mother.     Ple8Fe  give  her  mar  love  8na  fiell  her  ee

all  feel  our boys,  ape  aliveo
i.With  mF  best  F®g@rdB.

ESle©ge  wF1€e  g!gsin.

- -I _ -_ +` ---------------------.---- _~__ -

Helen  Glagrton

_ ` ._ --------- `---I --------.-- I.  I .---..--
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from England  giving ne  the whole  list.
i           .        }*`r     .-

MRS.  OWEhl  I.  LUBY
2)  FOREST  ^VElluE
NATICK.  MASS.

29  lthrch  1944.

Dear  I.rTs.   Zabawa:

I  should  like  to  introduce  nyself ty'  stating  that  ny hogband;      L_
I,t.  Ctwen  E.  futy,  ms  Pilot  of  the  plane  on 'which your  Son
Edward  was  flying  the  day  they  were  shot  down-on  my  |gt,_       ~-'`  L``^  '
1943.    Although  I  have  been  attexpting  to  obtain  the  Dames
and  family  addresses -of  tbe  members  of  tbe  crew  for  mny  ,
mnths,  it  is  only  tbis  moming that  I  received a  letter].: ..i-,

I ±jin 3het  rmx±ous  to  lean  if you have  ever  re6eived  any \ `t:.`
chhl!r',±±Bro=i=zlltiou acocomirg grir sco'8 telfare  ginee  the4ngL86ing h Actlo]]t'  telegram.    Would .yell be  villlng to *e
'ee  about  the  ihole  case  as yo`i have heard  it?

From tine  to time  I have  re6eived various  letters  frpm ny
husband's  friends  in England  and  although  I  tbink  I  have  a
fairly  accurate  picture  I  should  like  to  ccxpare notes with
you.

Upon  receipt  of your  letter  I  shall be more  than willing
to  tell you  of  the  various  contacts  I  have  made  and what
their  individual  ixpressions  are  cor!ceming  our boys.
Personally  I  have  not  given  up  hope  for  their  safety,  have
you?

Please  write  to  ne  as  soon  8s  cor]veniently  possible.

¥fr=yar:,p-\+
`r>zrF-i+ri^ .mr=5 rm.-r®cpr ,.... T^.qu<eifef_-.~x--*,dr--mr.r~L *-± ~" i-. `.<  A `.'  -:-rH.:,`-`,\ ±\-_] .  -s +` ^  \ ~ ts _ fy~-  y.
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CHAPTER 6 

Army Letters and Telegrams to Bertha and Uncle Eddie’s Mother 
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a     mADcomrms,  Army Arm  FOBcrs
rsslsmINT  CHIFF  or AIR  STAH, : rmRsonEI,

.   ]RE8onAL nFFAms  IilvlsloH
:.-..... ¢DvlcB  jAn¢I>   cRAlus   BRAlircH     i  _`     ,     ,'        i

•  Room  704  Mafitine~Building   .

=`--` .-.,   Hasbingtgn,.-I).+   C.         --I..,-- :;  ---.-    ~`.

rfut:.EREF16IARris_.OF.,-I)E

-  ~.        1   -       ,

--_==`.,        -'  --.- r      .    i--`•-    `.      \-       -              -

Fch==.inqRAT19H  DF_=EMERGENCT  AI;DREssEFr. `-`   :,-

----.   _ -.--       `-

r=Upon:offic_i

:_.----_-_-+-.-,-`-..`.H,l:P.F:FT

-L'i
._      _     -     .                  i:<`-

iof.\-J1~i.? -a------- : ±hi JreBult

LFTrmr-©QREL-
I      +.i+,.    `.-,`_        `

`-.'y``_           r=  --.----

:i:f-£:-i¥:i~ii:::ri-?i=i:i{i;t±ii:6=:-:i.i:t-i-e:-igli¥=;--:i=;i:
in+.ini`!ei-pa.eii±±`,:ipf-Lah±-I-`O:i.ii3=6-i_;:~.`p~I.='€ri`ifi;-a.-jifa±i;.-.-^```hthere:Hill:be.-paid--~.t--tt``ib_e=.-iiaoi;,--+,`6h`il_a-.~6rl;^5:.3±±j~;'St_hg-I.`--`agj`ern~a.e.p±.
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REAI>evARTERB  EIGHTH  AIR  FORCE
Offioe  of  the  Comanding  a.eneral

*GEREELOREEfi}

+
+

NO-..-.38

*

31.   Marob  lor3.

I
AWARDS   CF   AIR  REDAL   .....................-.... VII

*. I.--- y+_

VII.   AWARDS  OF  AIR  REDEL:

±grii?dfg:,¥8oBFA:ui¥H::egg::°I;E¥,°°i=t
following  named  Off ic.erg  and  Enligte& Men.

I

AIR  REDAL

Under  the  proviBionB  of  Any  Regulations  600Lly5,   8  Augngt  1932,
.ended,   a±E^p.?±:.gu.apt`.to  authof|f¥  contained  ln  88ction  I,   Olrou-•', -      - 1g  Ewal.ded  to  ,the

a,ITATI0N:  .  For  exceptionally  meritorious  8ervioe  while  partioi-i.

§£:::¥;;:±al::§¥£g=ais::::£i¥€:::::±g::::ofan§t:=:i:i'g:p§:;rE:£ich-
8t]t  order  Bad  reflect  great  Credit  upon  themgelve8  and  the  Armed  Forces
of  the  United  States:

*

EDWARD   J.    ZABAWA
Army lr  Forces,  Unl

A

35,277,18k,   STAFF   SERGEANT,   fi  *   #  #  `*  #   #  -*' a
Home   addres;:   10709  Vel`non  Awe.:  _'

--       a.`,.    '..3

t?d  States  Army.
Garfleld  Htg.,   Oh`io.     .a                ~.,...

* *~

•.  1.    ,
-..-.    t

•By  corm.and  of` major..a;neial  HAKE_i: I

OFFICIAL
SEAIJ ,

Briga§i::;a::8::H£:?. 8.A.     '
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GEREEL  0REER)
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rvo..,..46i

jjupLlcATE  copr

HEADQHARIERE  EIGHTH  AI.a  FOP.OE

17  April  1943

HII.   ..=iH_xp§  OE __Opr_ {p+g  CLUBTFLR__TO_AIR  RED_4±

z:i]=g:i6 :T£:gA6f3±£:=:L±aq3ing
I           _  _-'--__ _     -_     \-\ --.. \,--

itedal .previously  awarded.
OAK  LEAF CLUSTER

aBan¥:a:a.t±EE=::::%n€o°:u*:i};g::t::::d6::-g::t:ofu[¥85L::i2ir
16_    HDf=_       RrT`nTTf]A       I    A__+i    i^ti-       __   ^^tr   t_,_    ~..____

en'  in ig  awarded  tQ  the
addition  to  the  Air

I I *
CITATION:     FOR meritbrioug  achievement,  while  participating

§§:ii§::i;#;f§:::i::=gb¥.m±b::¥::¥m±;::i::i:§§;£::;:;:§mi:::i:u£:i;ggreat
`.,-

#, A~vBrnohAva„fiarfieidi;i-rig:: ori;:

`

*

l#S¥J;r¥;:i;a¥£!!fiff:7#£Tif:tn?f=:e:ggi:E:-'---~-----.-
I

OFFICIAL  SEAL   '

* *
By  command  of  ltajor  General  BAKER;

a.    a.    ORAUNCEY
Brlgadiero£:::rot. s¥;f:.t  Army
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DUPLICATE   COPY

HQ. *   VIII-~BOHBER  00MM/IND
-_ff06*

esHEEL  OEDFRi
*'

:        HO..   .''23)

Je * I

a

21  April  19tr3  `

I
AWABI>s   OF  OAK  I.RAF  OLusTER  FOR  An  RED,EL   ..... `   .....   +.   .||

I_                    .*                     ,
---:~='-T-~     ~    ||;     Under  the  j|`ovislons  ;I  Army  Regul_      _   __`  _--.  _--._    `-`--=   --`

following  named  office-rs  and  enilgte`d
previously.  awarded.    `                    ..  Lt  S:   -.`

J'-I ,-.-.- t--I._-_-I ----.  ='1    i-J1-T`     .=  J  ,

h5;.   a--£ii~Eu`Bt -i332.   i
contalneq in  Section `II  9iroulir.-36,

11 ,,,-        JL  -          -

§§£;§E8S:¥!:AE¥d±::¥§3::i§:::;::i:Eq:£±fiE£ 5,I,=ii€i;i;- 16 a5;ill;tr3:ig.awarded  to  tL6
nep, I in agE::ion-to .tbe  _Air Medal

*

CITATION:     For  exceptionally  merltorlous   Bel`vice  while  participating-.-          `     ,

in  five   gaparate .bomber  combat  nls§ionB  over  enemy .ocoupled  Continental  .
Europe.     Ihe  oournge,   co61nese  and  Skill-a.1aplayed  by  .those  offloers  and

:ri=£t:£emiie€:3:£i`£:s:e£`:::s2gBtg:I.£±.:at£:rgga:;tt£:d£:±ggg::i::.t`.
1      ;,     -_                      -.--                            `            -                   -             -:  .-,.

I,

A ***

**

35,   277,  18+,   Staff -Sergeatnt,   *  #  +  J#  *  #  #  #  #
A  _                      A   ,             -

_      _  __O__v--',*  *  *.   Army  Air  F6roe8,.  United  States  Any.     Home  addregB:
a       d^`--Jt ^|  i    TT_I  _LL_       ^-.10709  Vern&n   `Avenue,   Garfiela  Heigbt=,--6ii5`.

+                                *                             *        -          '      -+

OFFICIAL
SEAL

By   command  of  Brigadier  General   LONGFELLOW:

CHAS.   8.   8.   B~U813,
Colonel,   GSC.
Ohl?f  of  Sta.ff;
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WESTERN     UNION

HH173     41   COVT  -WUX  W,ASHINGTON   DC  il.  5o6P
REJis.    KATHERINE   ZABAWA.

10709   VEENON  AVE   GABFIELD   HEIGHTS   OHIO

I   REGRET   TO   INFORE  YOU  TEAT   THE   COMMANDING
AREA  FE ORT 8  yomLapE_EE£EE¥E€¥±:E!!E¥p!!!?¥pER

RECEIVED  IOU

GENERAL   EUROPEAIT
T   ZABAWA  pr.IsslNG

NOTIFIED.
ULIO   IRE  ADJUTAHI   GENEEAII.

OR OIHER
wlLI.  BE  pRoneTL¥

i,`
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'lDUPLICATE   COPYII

HEAI)QUARTERS  EIGHTH  AIR  FORCE

OFFlcE  OF  TEE  cormANDING  GENERAL

13  May  19ly3.

*GEHEEL0REFR8)

*

NrmFR  .  .  .5g§

* *

AVARD  OF  TEE  0AI  REAF  CLUSTER  TO  AIR  MEI)AL ............   v|

+                                            `          '                                                  ,                                                               -            -       ca+.

;;,ETeT8:n:;:A±±;Tg:Tr;;i:,:::;:±j;r£P¥=Of;t#mg:Tqog:§:g¥5£±.Au#::u±:32*,fq:;af:!i:5::gdiA::!i:|i|3,::=
awarded.

p+` -`-    ±bwAfro`  \T.

HREEI

*

I ^FoztQeg
serving
17  April
from  his
courage,
reflect
States,

near--#RE.*

I

adfi~1$1
Jc.J£'           .-`i       .€1

LIH=

a.a? `tQ:i`the- `,grR  MEDAL1E;`-TELwarded  to   the  following

F6a'afa±:+E  Aziy. -Tar ;;=Iro+=ioag
35! 277+l§tr,   Staff  Sergeant,

|>revioq81y

®*-.*,~,
aohievemerit,  chile__    ___-._'---I--+    `^`,+A-I+ ,~JJJP,`L,,     WJL|+aaE  Eombaraler  on  a  a-17  ai-xplane  on  a  bont>1ng nlgglon  over  dermeny,1#:a:::i:::a:i¥ilg!:i:i3;:::sly-eng:=::ii,!:::§ia¥::;ii:S;::::i::

the .hlghes-t  cz'edlt`   upon  himself  and  the  Armed  Forc>es  of  the  United

HomeaddreEig:   -10709  Vernon  Ave„   Garfield  Heights,   Ohio.

***

By   command   of  Major  General  BARER:

- -  =€ ==  i¢qir  dp `,I

OFFICIAL
SEAL,

a-.     .i-Qi,.  t=.5.  i   .

a.   a.   CHAUNCE¥
Brlgaaler  General, -U.  8.  A.

`       Chief  of  St;aff..-

•,
-       -i..            I-

•€ ---
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In  reply
ref er  to

r|EN/rTf|TfJR:3

WAR  `I)EPAR"ENT
Army  Service  Forces

•°ffice  °€a:Efn:€!:tant  General

9  August  19h3. `
AG   201   Zab8.w&,   Edward  d.`
(9  Aug  4.3)   PI)-a  AS#35, 277,-18h

•Mr8.   Katherine   Zaba+Ta,

10709  Verrion  Avenue, .•  Garfield  Heights,

My  dear  Mrs.   Zabawa:

I  b&ve  the.  honor  to  inform  you,that  ty .dil'ection  of  the
President,   the  Air `Iteaal  .with  three  Ock-leaf  Gluster8, .which  indi-
cate  a  Second,   thlrq  and _fourth  award.  of  the  sane.decorati.on,   has
been  awal`ded  to.' your  son;  .Staff   Seargeant' Edward  J .... Zabawa,   Air  Coxpg,
for  exceptionally  meritol``iouB  achievement.     -         tr

Since  Serge.ant  Zebawa  hag  been  repcrted  to`tbe  War  Department
as  nlsslng  in  dctlon,   the  decoration  will  be  presented  to  you_ in
his  absence.     Ihe  Air  Medal  with,three  Oak-leaf  Clu8ter6  will  be
forwarded  to  Headquarters,   Army  Ail'  Forces,   Washington,   D.   a.,   for
presentation  to:.-you,   and  that 'offlcGp will  communicate  with  you
concerning  your  wishes  in  the  matter.

and  h¥;g  :i:E9de?u:f::n:o:g.
gymp&tky.  during  this  period  of  anxiety
f&vor&ble   news.

Velry  truly  yours,
t i\
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WAR  I)EPARTMENT
RANSAS   CITY   QUARTERMASTER  DEPOT

601  Harde€ty  Avenue
.K8ns8.s   City   i,   MlsBouri.

In  reply  refer  to:¥9i±£Z!±Z
( 8-1|-15-h3 )J" : 18 : f t

September  lh,   19tr3

Mrs.   Katherine   Zab-aw&
10707  Vernon  Avenue
Garfield  Heights,   Ohio

-.Dear  prirs.   ,Zabawa:` ..... -

|heperB.nR±f:;3::::i:fi?:3rt3o=:u5=:Eft!:I::anJFEatE:g,J=e!::gw:E--
there  has  t>een  a  delay.  ln  answering  youl` `|etter .due .to  the  fact

:ga:b¥:¥nf%i±:a 1:=o::ai¥:: ¥::: Si:I.:::it::: a:n¥::i?e£::Ei=¥t:::t
D.0.

Ail  War  Department  agencies  are  under  instmotion  to
I orward personal  effects  of  mllltary  personnel  to  the  Army  Effects
Bureau  for  digpositlon,   and  lt   seems  reasonable  t-o  assume  that..your
soil..t5. belongings  will  ultimately  be  rece`1ved,here. I  We  have  not  yet
btren  fu-rni8he-a  any  lnformati.on  about  them;    however,   because  of     --•trangportation  difficulties,   considera.ble  time  must  be  allowed  f or
tie  return-of  effects  from  overseas  stations.,

It  ig  possible  that  Sergeant  Zabavia's
may  be  received  with  his  oth

Puxpie Heart  Hedal

Buvggest  that  you  write  to  lhe  Adjutant   General,   Washington,   I).a.,
since  the  award  of  medals  comes  under  the  jurisdiction  of  that
Office-.  -

Please  be  assured  that  your  inquil'y  hag  been  II]ade  a  matter

::1;€°:;dcha.:±nbLfgr:::E::'w£%Et:3:py::iFt±:gb€on;:::i:gn¥E°go:::ssi;ns.
¥ourg  very  tmly, -

`   Carl  H.   Essert  '`-

Adminigtrative  Asgi5tan-t
Arlny  Effects  Bureau

E=
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WAR  DEPAR"ENT

HEAI)QUAHERS   OF   THE   ARMY  AIR  FORCES
WASHINGTON,    D.a.

september   29, .1.9tr3

Hr8.   X&tt`.erine   Zatawa

ELo3S¥:rE:;gtbt¥::u8hLo
ny`  dea:I  Hr8*   Zabawa;

.     Tour  letter  of  August  18,   19L3  addressed  to  Major
General  J.  A.  Ulio  hag  t>een  feferrea  to  tbl8  he8aquarterg  for
appropriate  action  on  that  part  of` thee.cormunicatlon  treating^    1     1          -    ^1   _  _i____     ____-J=-2    +-    __-__I I_  _ I _ _ __
whtb  the  Air medal  and  three  OaE-leaf  Cluster.g  awarde_a  to  your
•gon,   Staff  Sergeant  Edward  J.   Zabawa.                        .

Our`  failure  to  angwel.  your  letter  at  an  earlier  date
iB  dre2.`to  the  fact  that  We  have  been.daily  expecting  to  receive
the  medal  from  the  Quartermaster  Depot  in Phil£delpbi'a  where  the

i:g:::::ge::,a;::.w£¥±ogetE:t=:2::p:n:fr:a:e:€:&r::i::a::n:#g
your  preference.regarding  the  presentation  of  this  aTF&ra.

Beyond  8   doubt  the  Adjutant  General'.B  office  answered
the  other  lnqulrleg  ln  your  letter  and  lt  18  our  hope  that  the
information  Bent  to  you  was   comfort.ing.

Very  tmly  yours,

CHARIES   J.   RIMES,   JR.

#:i:r6hA±::,C8:%:rationB  & Awards  Branch
Special  Service  Division
Office,   AQgt  Cbief,   Air  Staff,  Personnel -
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`a

W,ffi   DEPARTMENT

TEE   ADJUTANT   GENERAL' S   OFFICE
WASHINGTOH

AG  2°}3ZaE:gai37d¥8:a  ;5, 277.18+

Mrs.  Eg;g;rS::n::bg¥:;ue
G8rfield  Heights,   Ohio

/,               +.    `              ,

5  October  l9u3

L!rl

D.ar PlrB.   Zdt>awa:
I  have  your  letter  of '30  Septemt>er  relative  to  your  gorr,

Staff  Sergeant,  Edwal.a  J.  Zabava.

I   can  well  undergtan'd  .b-ow  very  anxiDUB  yon  must  be-  for  tbe
safety  of  your  Son  and  I  an  extremely  sot.ry  that  up.to  thlg  tine  no
further  report  concerning  hl8  has  reached  this  office._   However,   you

::yatE:e:::±#:h:h:£e:::b::±:tg;yo::t:=r±t5::s:::e±o,±ng:::1:i::I::t`        .,-,          _  _ 1- .

::€I;;T-.-ri=€g.';i-priEonerg  of  war  I-ec-elved `through  the  Intennatlona|
Cross-have  been   Carefully  check?a  but  to  a ate  Sergeant  Zabawafjg  `__ _+\Cjr\+      \,I  \, I+ LJ     +-I-,  +,    --_  _ --       _ _'__    _  ._

name  has  not  appeared  on  any  of  their.     When  further  ififormatlon  reaches
this  office,   I  `chll  cormunlcate  with  you  proaptly.

I  regl`et  that  I  am  unable-to  give  you  tbe  information
requegtea  aB  lt  is  imposslbl`e  to  d`etermlne  from  the  report  recelvea
ln  this  offloe  whfec,h  a.fficerg  and  enli]stea  men,  nend therein,   were
on  the  plane  with  your  son  at  the  time  -of  his  disappearance.   .

|n
Red

May  I  again  expreg8
uncertainty.

`

my  deep   Sympathy  during  this  period  of

very  tmly  yours

J.   A.__Ulio

TheME3;:tG=:ea:::rd.
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Has.  BCB.the ole8ri;

..       .            +                    `-.tt

567TH  B0MBAREMENT   SQUADsON   (H)
Office  of  the  Squadron  Commnder

United  States  Fol`oes

-
I-PO   634,.
18  January,  1944.

{77 H.  Firo5tom Boulevard,
a-:+   `.I     aJbunl.ohio.~                                     -
a

D8ar  ling.  01o8kE3
I.,

I wish  I  could write  you  a more  encouraging  letter.  but  Itn sorry I
mat  tell  you  that we  have  hoard not;hing  from your  brother,  S/Sgt mjmro  a.
ZIBA"l,   or  any meriber  of  his   crow.

His  ship ms  seen  to  16&ve  the  formtion  just  off  the  coast  of Franco,
a,nd  the  crews  who  return6q believed,that  the  pilot  ttditched"  _(ldndee  in  the
inter)  within  easy  distance  of rescue  from  shore.    The  shi.p mag  under  con-
trol when  last  soon  8.nd we  have  almays  held  hopes .that  the,crew wa.s  rcscuod.-
If  they were  taken  prisoners  I  believe,.someone .would  have  heard from them by now.
There  is  a possibility that they  escaped  Capture  and  arc  safe s on8wh;re  and  it
is  on  this  possibility that we  now ba.se  our  hopes  iinat  they al`e  safe.    If
you wish you ny  contract  the  next  :f kin  of  three menfoers  of  idle  cHrew listed
below,  and  p.erhaps  they have  had  some  irforrmtion]

\
..     and  Lt.  Ev:ART  D.   cIA¥IOIV:    ifrs.   Joar  oIAHoiT   (rother)

`.                                         3iiEckg::1::Iris: is ~

2na  I,t.  mDDBus  V.   POFTEL3  Hrs.  Etngeno  Powell  (nother)
222  West  lgt  Street,   `

.,

Sam Angelo,   Texas.

I/Sgt  JOIN AIJHAroER               :  mr.  John  a.  Alexande:  (Father)
7539  Chanplain~Avenue,
Ghicqgo,  Illinois.

EDts  Air  M.Gal with  cluster  ms  cithcr  forwardod with his  effects  or  a
letter  entitling  bin to  draw one  from the  Qua,i.tormaster  in  the United Sirat8s
ms f o-rded.    Ihey  stopped  issuing th5  acfu&l  nodal  gone  tine  ago and  gave
the  letter  instead.    All  his  per.sons.1  effcct8  were  inircmtoriod by a Sumary
Court  Office  ,and  forwarded  through  the  Qunrterma.ster  Chamels.

`,

Iou  ca.n  expect  them  to  be delivered to  his  mother  aboutJiFTelve nonthe
after  he m%  lost.    This  i8  a  long  tfro but  Ilm sure you appreciate the  great
|]roblen  in ha.naling  such a  largo  quantity of  itclus.    .

For  inquiries  about  the  bonds -he Lprohasga you  should twrite  to
•i.
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Ltr,  Mrs.  Bcrtha  Ol®gka; 567th  Boldr  Sq(H),  Are  364,   13  January,   1944.

`        ~--I

commanding  officer ,
Contraliz®d  Field  Offices,,`''F.  D.   .

566  West Adrns  Sireet,    .
Chicago,  ,Illinois,    . .

Attention:    Alngr War  Bond  Office,  F.  D.

The  policy  of  rae war Depa.rtne-nt  is  to  mit  oheL year  from in;  da;ire  a`    .... `      :§
'     -#i::.¥S::¥on= a-:tis;:ref;--a:p:°=£it:S=]¥¥£S¥`~* ~¥#nl*=REig:i+3'£:¥?**iieS'^±~:-=i€

r±-      r-      "

|t  is` not pecessary  for  me  to  tell you what a  fine  boy sO w&s.    Iou
mst ]mow much I)Otter  t+.&n  I.    He  was  a  fine  soldier  and  did  a  jch  that wB
are  a.11  proud  of.    I  can  easily  understand. his  Motherls  depressed  oond.ition
and  I  regret  that  I  can not  give  her  any mol`e  eflcouragement.

w6 will writ.e  to  you  immediately  if we  hear  from-ED  or  iny other  nehoer
of  his  crclw.    If  iinere  is  anything  further  we  oandD  for  you  please  do  not   `
hesitate  to  ask us.

R. Ztfa#p,
ELj.or,  Air  Corps,
ELecutive.

rap3--=
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DUPLICATE   COPT

WAR  DEPARTREHI

Headqu-arteri  Qf  the-Army  Air  Foiagg
wasHNGTOH

January 13,  19n

the  Air

.¥®

E:EFjifeHj£::::,¥:d=iEIT:::etanie3d:T:Pal;"*-gi£¥¥5=£=i:e=gd:ffi::rf:E'
registered mail,  together`with  official  .copies  of  the.    ,
cltatlons.

Mrs.  Katherine  Zabawa
10709  Ve.rmon  Avenue
Garflela  Helghtg,   Ohio    -----~ ------------- ~  -----`

Hy  dear  Mm.   Zabawa:    .  :gi-i.~isis±:=giv   .

•      In-±ompll-once  with

'..                                -'-Iou  can  rightly  share  th8`  pride  "hloh  I

g:a¥g.beTh¥£frgfa±eF:fe5:8€:g:8:::a:::v:ots::e±£e£:::;
of `nlg  88rvioeB  to  his  domtry.

Vel.y  tmly  yours,

6

2  Incls
i-Citations
2-Am    w/30L0g

d`'  =..:L#:i-;i;i::¥£:gE`g°Ffwardg  Branch
Special  S6ivlce  I)lvision

.,Office,
;
`?.

•`:.  '-i-I i,.;,

Aggt.  chie*f ,  Air  Staff,  Pet.8onnell

•S.I

-    -        :-'-`   -    ..     ¢--``+ ----- I --,-,-.--. I  -----..-------- ii -.----------.- _====_i
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COPY

wrm  DEPARTMENT
THE   ADJUTANT   a-ENERAL' S   OFFICE

WASHINGTON

AG  f8LM:SbHf.#¥ard  J.

Mr.   and  HI.s.   Joseph  Zabawa
lo7oaa¥:::i: i:::E:':,  5,  Ohio.

2  may  18H.

Dear  Mr.   and  Mrs.   Zabawa:

wag  I:5:::e¥o==s::=:  ::afa:t:::g±aEtayE±gE;: =LezSbaraws:p3Et£3Z£L£::  :::e::rpg ,
talned.  the  hope  that  he  Survived  and  that  information would. be  revealed  dis-
pelling  the  uncertainty  surrounding  his  abscence.     However,   as  in  many  cases,`

£g:rc:::i:i:::  %£a¥¥£gr=::::f¥go:u:TEL:Effi:in:::°:. cr::em::£::dw::n=:::L=g
:::g::EL:£:rc:n:£;:o::ugL:=e£:log::nco ]  after Participating  in  a bombing
`t,

Full  congideratEob  hag  recently  been  give.n  to  all  available  information
bear.ing  on  tbe  abscence-of  your  son,   including  all  records,   reports  and
circumBtanceg.     These  have  been  car6fully  reviewed  and  coniide-red.     In  view  of
the  f act  that  twelve  months  have  now  expired  without  the  receipt  of  evidence

:i:i:::::::::?;::::::!y:::::::E;::;-:-a::n¥::galr;f:::g;?:i:i!:::i::;:E::;:i:;-
g:%ar33:?  gfgg:::&'D::g:3¥:d#:;LZ:  L9+2.   as  amen-ded by  Public  Law  gly8,   77t

.   a-.,         +     -|i-ife-.
The  finding  does  not  establish  an  actual  or  probable  date  of  death;  how-

ever,   ag  required  by  law,  it  includes  a pregunptive  date  of  death  for  the

::::::E:::;n:f::gh::::::::¥:::5::::i:;::E:e::g::::::t:eton:gpFT:;tl;h:e:::
I  regret  the  necegslty  for  this  message  but  tl+ugt  that  the  enalng

long  period  of  uncertalntF  may  give   at  least  some  small  measure  of  Cons
I  hope  you  nay  find  gu8talning  comfort  in  the  thought  that  the  uncertainty
with  which  the  war  hag  surrounded  the  absence  of  your  Son  hag  enhanced  the
honor  of  his  service  to  hlg  country  and  of _his  gaorifice.

Sincerely  yours,

1  Inol,

ROBERT   H.    DUNLOP

Acti::Lgfg±&=j::n==alG:nepal.
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{   -fu-PEA_4

MI`s.   Joseph  Zabawa
10709  Vernon  Avenue

COPY

HEADQUARTERS   ARMY  AIR  FORCES

WASHINGTON

May  16,   19tr+

Garfield Heights,  5,   Ohio

Dear Hr8.   Zabawa:

b®reavement==Fo¥:e==E:a:e±L:L¥:¥T¥

which  may  have  been  caused  or
Suffered,

Ihe  fB.-6111tles  of
or  at  any  time  ln  the  f utnre
using  them.-

=::°3r=g:¥akh=a==gyB¥=i_
gion,  Heedqbarter8  Army  Air Forces,   to  agsiBt  in  the  filing  and
:F::i::¥e:€±g=a:T¥€hfo=y=gr::=:±±5:g££:`m¥tt.:Eo¥3¥±mnga¥eE;1:L#€;e;

1_®1 aggravated by' the  great-log-g  ybu  ha+e

this  office  are  available  to  you  noTh-
and  I  nope  you will  feel  no  hesitancy  in

Sincerely  yours,

J.    N.   DOUGLAS
Oolone
Chie
A/0

1±
ef::ng2Ef fairs  I)ivision
Personnel.

2  IneloBureB

~-..
b       ..     a       d}      -
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1VAR  DEPRETHErm
THE  AI)JOTANT  GENERAL 'S   OFFICE

vusHlrvGroH  25,   IJ.   a.

RE purLE EiE EZEE posTErmousl.I

The  Purple Heart m8  origiul|y  establi8bed by  Geneml  George
Washington  at  Novburgb,   7 August.1782,  during  the  War  of the Becolu-
tion.   ,The  decoration m8  reti+od tty the War  Department  on 2Z  Fchruary
1952,  the  iFTo-hundredth  amiver8&ry  of  General  Wa8hington`8  birth,
.thug  paying respect  to  big nemry and  recognizing his rilitary achieve-
ments.    It  is  aml.ded to  persom .rio,  "hile  Serving  in any oaps,City
with the Army  of  the  United Stadei8,  are Toundod  in  aci;ion a,gainBt  an
eneny  of  the  Uhited  States,  or fro  since  6  December  1941  are  killed
iD action,  or Who  die  as  a  direot result  of wounds  received  in &cif on.

The  following  is  a l]rief  dosaription  of  the  Purple  Heart:  ~ .The
deooratiofl  con8i8t8  of a purple  _eled heart within  a bronze border
ori which i8  mounted  iB relief a profile  head  of  General Washington in      +
military uniform.    Above  the  emne|od heart is-the  shield  of Washingtofl's`
coat  of  ams  between t`ro  8pray8  of  leaves  iD  green  enamel..   On  the  re-
verse  belorr the  8bi61d  and  lcaTes` Triiinout  onanol,`-i8  a  rai8®d  bronze
heart with i;hg  imoription.  "For |fllitar]r Morit`".,  und.er tiiich  i8  engravied
tbe  name  of  the  rooipiont.    Tho`,.in6.dal..`i8  8.uBpended Tby a.rectana]|ar-
8h8ipoa metal  loop with-oomer8` r-oindod  from ci  Silk noir® ribbon  of  purple
Center rich white  odgeg.

The  Complete  nirplo  Heart  deooraLtion  oon8i8t8  of  the nodal,  the
8ertioo  ribbon or bar  ifl the  oolor8 of the .8u8poneion ribbon  of  the medal,
and  a  lapel  button in  colored  enanol.    meal  the  Purple  H®art  i8  a:ward®d
pogthunously oflly the  decoration 'it8elf  ig  furnished.

Neiiiner  the  nlrple  Heart nor `any  of  the  d®vioe8  iihich  accompany  it
aLre  authorized  to  be worn by anyone  other  iinan the  individual  for chose
service  they  are  armrdod.     The  individunl8  for who8®  gorvioo  they  are
a:mrdod my wear  the  P`irple  IIeart  deooratioD  oD appropriate  oocgision8;
and  are  authorized to wear  iinQ  8ervioo  ribbon or bar  on lino  uniform,  and
the  lapel  buttoD when in  oitilian oloiining.    Booipi®ntg  of  po8thunous
amrd8  of  the  Purple H®ar€ may  diBplaLy the  dBoor&tion in  the  opened  con-
tainer  or  in any other  appropri8Lte nannar  d®8irod.

J.  i  tJLIO,
mjor deneral,

`  Ihe iidjutant  Gemoral.

18 my 1944.
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(SEAL)

My  deEm  Hr.   Zabawa:

TEE   SEC.RETARY  OF   WAh   '

WASHINGTON

Itay  2h,   19EL.

•At  the  request  of  the  President,  I  unite  to

::::|¥¥:uy:hurats:::3:E:es::g=tanEafd:=Eg?az:?gH:,SEE:-
Oolps,-who  Sacrificed hlg-life  in  defense.  of  big  country.

Little  that  we  can  dd  or  gay  will  console  you
for  tbe  death  of `your  loved  One.     We `profoundly. appreciate

±::gg::;::::.a ff y::;ro=o::, i:o:h±L: gag:fg ::ralo::n::u:¥:y,
:E=±`:a::t±Sa=::e¥¥eF±e::h::.;.O¥9E:hftm;gualt;,"±:::¥g:i
witb  lt  goes  my  sincerest  gyxpatby,   and  the  hope Lthat  tine
and  tbe  victory  of `our  oauge  Fill  finally  lighten  tbe  bun-
den  of  your  grief .

Since.rely  yours,

Hen|.y  L.   Stimgon.

:5=:i::i:::::::!:u; ' ohio
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CHAPTER 7 

Newspaper Articles About Uncle Eddie 
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3  ..:-I,;   ,
-`.          ..'.1.-::I,,;`       '+..g;`       .,        ++-,i   :,.;I;;~=

THE .-STARS  .AND  STR

Chdsed .:
SoineBoribercrews-~ M.cLde Two .Rdi,ds

ITL-Two Derys
=  _I   -_.   `` --,-- I-      ,

By .hadrew A. Roonej;`        .Stars and strip= Shi writtr ~

American  a-n crews  who  had-to  .fight
.their ^pray ~.home   from   Wilbelmsha;en`through.swins 6f  Nazi  fi£#iter  planes
•Iound ``1he   skies-.over-Brest,    Gerlnan

E##?Soep££:.i:?. Strangely free of
anT§_;¥d#E;dnay;(£:{)W:pinroevItrydsfavff!

±go¥¥ffi;bas¥+i¥±-ss:ogti¥¥
Crews of the Fortresses and`I.£beratois`:ciESH:CF±:iLg:¥d%yo:re:ttthr#:£th%:

¥hgla.giEL¥Tfiigfi¥fgi:iwhg¥
`                   .   Closest  fall     --;.   :' ---.

crew-Of lst I.t. wrmaifiTcasey;io
;Red  Bank,

;:§eF§eB¥;i:±f¥tth¥¥ra¥Ej:ngg:]dFtr:¥:n;e%:¥
Np..  4  cl]gine  started  spouting  oil  aDd

NJ.,  had the -€]osest calf ,of

sunhig.
" W€   were ..£a   the   lead

T`£gt. Wqson C. Elliott, of Detroit,--saia.
:.Tt|? Engine v!as-smokiie, .but Lt. taseydidn.t feather the prop .briuse the nrilriit

g?cuind°frothu%tleG£T3arififtne=nEa°¥y::.yrou.„--,.,

!ole!fg:`I;::Pi:;iz.fD::asfifdaio;;i::?;::a,:f---
`;  -       ..

left il]6`ne upqu the_a_ext grQtl'p came over

E;y.£fiadse£Lt=..+[rTreF=+i;*e:._:_p€q,=.=pF;.tE;3`Y.¥?th~.9F¥.:thqu=.€_±€.'.'.~-i=~-'-

rolTU
:N.I: Tim;es feepdi.a; : :

-Missing.,:F|din.`.-:irck_a

.

Robert P. Post. 32-yearo`ld conies-
dentforj:heNewYork.Tieesja!

a  -her of  the  papeit  lcondon.
?taft,  is ®fficia]ly  repertcd -mj=sing in `
act].on..from  the    U.S.   air -`raid    ori'
Wnhclmsbaven  Fliday.      `-     .  `-``:':.' ~`\  I..=`:=
•   -Post was one of a group`of `indi-f
can    correspondents    who.  Jwent :+is
observers  on  the`` daylight  raid.T.`{,``..:.` Ainen-injrisrfurmation. who inwi
Posts  'plane  shot.   down  -by  -tncmy`.
fighters,..said. tpat  some.-Of.the  crew
.Parachuted.fo earth.  .   `t-jr`-  :   .    `   .-.. `  .

T    A  Haivard. grduntc, `Pbs.t`,.co+ere-a
the White.Ifouse for the Times before
coming`tcf the.._Lel]don ..-Bureau   in
193§. .  IIis.rvife, ,who lives in Ijondon,

•`rs the fomcr Miss -Margaret Lapsley,

?fBr,cok]yn;_cam..--

iiviao;;'...:T7sd. 'riurinn  H.:Epv.e`lan¢--Q9l;, 5au tiurct ; Sgt. R-€in
r:ifalEi_s, HOEstglt, Tea.. ` wast  gLri-ri€ii i

*E&.Rri#£E=egi.#.:±j€;enrer,  ohio-, radio  apera-{a-r.  T `-~' -'--:-

*ni`s:t.:La:b¥£¥¥€WJfyfafi%;g:g|¥::ga
{,  ,t,L___   _There was no!hipg ±o_£t,"-be reported.-:" I didn't ap. a singe-firii:r jia-nTer=iin-;i

on' the  way  in  or 6n  th~e`-via;--a-u-t -I-riri
et. We had an

i.  _Crap.g .Harw6od,  of

id un-„
I_ed. is,

I-i8t!nyo-oq;  I,I.-,

L£S:oof£:tieo:n:docaT:iigrF;y;ircaoya:Et.ff

i;s:;:fg;¥Yfj¥¥ig:cf:cii:;:
i#¥Ee¥-d¥*tjnLe_±ndnT£:ter5:iE:i:
ft..'.,--:,..-.i

#bea-w:T#.j¥:ispi£#nper,-`¥
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fae=.    o!    HagerstouTn,   _?.esteraa

.-.-.     =-=-={     I---f-`-=-_   I  -`=`    -,--.    _ `_

i  --I:-:     -.-:==   -=   -i--;.i-i,  -i-==-i
i-=:   ==.=-i   -3=i.-c=-2:±e=±=S-.,
t.::  : -, £: -.=e  C:I...ir.e=t. the ri}.ing i

::=::.::eedssE:::±=-:::i:_df_:¥-8.¥:.E:;5::a:,i

he:pea blast L-orient u.ith a loaa c_--i

irpouna bonbs i+.hicb inciua€
ne  beedng tie  challsea  greeting
-Le`'e, ]rom Baltimore.''     .¢.

-,`  .. `1._

rfu the ptined awB}. £rom
t   bomEnd  hoind   somet
at "ng vith ane of tbe
t*rm gescoars, md one

:.'+.hf±t:=iF¥::a:±dber:t:°enr:::eat  t;hat P.z*eEe=  lanaecl  Ill:.  -.
rulf field an tbe mg-list. coast.

f           led  B¥ 8*Itimor€an
`-"bii€ the Farirtes he z2aned for

Bthre   SutE. *enEined   tbere
dndcrribe t€prirs.

a hi ae*  midE a tt&st!' retLp.Li
P to t±i* gl#fon te ta±€ off agaln
JrmHrm  thipL F*bdsS   Pappy,

:b  .  fo}cf  Of  hibcrs  that  at-
rdtbrrtrty#utrirpupe{ac-
" 8retBca.thff .ifeaso®n,

The  Fwip. +af  rD#£  ±akiBg O`ff

Lriin--" RI b!f Major
Jf a]tin}Ore,    8
==dL.,-`* .-   ,i+.i

squadron  leader  making  bi[  four-
teenth  bombing  mission.           :
- TEditor's   Note+Major  |inbert

is the son o£ Jack Lan,bert* {ffrner
sculptor cartoonist tor The £L.I i+.bo

:::d}!enf;?::t±,To°£etfh°:`t¥£};:.e3=:=
Chicago  Sttn.

[The   23-}-`eal.-thd. Pilot  tto.ri  part!

£r]a;di;ohneRpo[:c£:tg::#£a
pee.
a ®nB.

¥:?i;de:sA§ii§:ijt[:#;:;;a:¥A|¥
Flying as  copilot of

tress a in I rthe  ~group
Baltimbreap,   Liqut.  `

his ffth~]rission.dakde
a thria. Fort writ`~an .a6
ain'- radioman -£rori ` in
•_ -y   .--- : --,.--------- I.-J -  ' -

}Sergt. Jake- Ki:in, mal==g E= :wezi-
t]eth  mission.
.  Au   tbe   Map.lenders   retuneE

sately.  But  this  statioE   is  a3t   8
bappy place toriigbt, for set-ei-al of
the  boprbers~ are  missing.

.Beech.er.s ,Ship,. ib.hich  s-tiffered a
dozenL  hits   from   20-]]m.   German
shells land -`i.hich was tbe oni}. Fo-i

i in i:.s particular squadron, re€umed
to`rthe  field  late  tonight.I

'  , .Som€  Take  A  Beating

"Flak_   and    .fighte.r    opppsitioa.

fo6re_:the` ivoist I `have  e`'er  §_een -,..i
said, I,`aml]gri  `wheD -his  group  got
home.-:`"y Ship came through With-
out  €amage land  ivas  too. bus}'  fi.v-`
ing in, formation  to. see. what bar
b`ene.a  to  the , o~th-erg,   but,I-]nofr--

at several took
||f<_____          -`   .

a beating.    -.

fGerxpa_ny`~Th`T±

after us. But we. made a good

¥fip€iFfiaJ#%tfiSS:ti§TauE,?:;Re:ch.
F:er;SdeFr?rotonfl:`:e:Ivrat:hbt:if'gt&ef8£°:P.

its-  bombs.   but,  two   20  mjllimeterL

I.

:Ee¥ecphuetr,sthpeiageu%:terof2co:tE_8±:s?±i

*no.:owr:_#T#[=.:£trL%cmh.+;.tg:,:¥
wings and b~elrjrsTHfrered 6-ther hits.
one 'carrtying  away  t.he  rear  2andjn=wT-
:~      ls Knocked Dizzy

One   6hell`    hitting   the   tai2`   eh--

;e::rt:±d:n¥i:ges¥aaa:i:;I:i:ded:ihiegc:gi-:-i
gunner,  Sergt.   W.   W.   I.   Brittai=.i
of 'Houston,   Texas.    But   Bri::ai=
miraculoris]y  escaped  injur}-.

•  `rThe exp16sion knocked me  diz?I

.for  a  moment.".  he  said.  "I  didn.I
indw'what  had  happened.  It  iTic
a  Focke-Wulf,  and  our  right  waist
grinner got it  a  minute  lateL-. I .i:t
another and  saw it  go down."-The right waist.gunzier tras Se=r_

•L. ,J.  Durfee,  of  Flifit,  1Iicr..  Ee.
in. troubles. pan  oflheJ`
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`.-.- ;-;.E'`        .'--.:.IC`€     {-\,.         1,,ti,1g        lill}`:,J`    -:

tj?.;Her   ltis   ncise.

Lands  Withc}Lf i  Ace.idea+I
i.One   instant\   it   u`as   there,   arid

tile  next  it  `}`as  gorie,"  Durfee  said.
"Don.t know u7ricther it ``'as flak or

20   millimeter.   It  .just   disappeared
a¥A°nfo:hs*d£`::i~e-jfyruli.iaT=;i
do``.n   ti.v   Segt.  Edw'ard  J.   Zab.a\i'a,
o£  Garfield  Height,s,  OhioS the ban.
bardier  on  Reechcrts  ship.         .

But  Fightin'  PappF  carne  bone,
Reecher  landing  her  witbout  acci.
dent  in  a  stiff  cr.os§-wthd with  on
motor  idle   and   the  rear  lfinding
`\'heel missing. Both t}iLot and cae
u,ere prettybadly shcketi.

I-~-'.Terms    lt   '`Rtigge{
•fwe   Owe   a   lou   to LietiEer#ant

Reecher," Durfee seidL &`If it hadri
tNrm  for. hin`we  migm  not  ha
come back at un."•`1   never   saw> German   fig-nters
so . close,"-\§aia  Reecher.~L`rone _a!-

=eginlg*=.¥=Te®-_E.e?iafla=::t:_oi:
6ne. of + the  Forts

:±e.,dorm+infafne5L
right  win. I `saw

;tired show.u{>Ji,\--  _-_ _ I .
The Fort on which OJmen fleir as.       .         +            I.`.. _.,|1-tmubie

:i:as 'ii-te:.`€-rossingr.the Ge-__      -         -._-_1,      I,:1,.   |ff

copno`t  .developed   engine__  ^L-
>1+\,1\+.    _,._-'?__   _
coast.-"e` pilot,  Lieut'.  Bin. Mc-
Keam. o£ Beloit, Mich., decided lo•   .        _____L-A     tt,I,J>Ca14|. -1,-____ _ _ .
tin  bicE.  The  ship  reached  the
uome       tion a couple of hours beL
fore tbe others, and. landed `iiithout
n£Spap,S{icks`T6   His  Radio

v-,t,,\,    , _

.:rm,-`flying in a Fortress -nan.ea
Miss  S\`toose  II..stuck t6  his  radio
throughout the.raid.  .-             ,     1.--11-+-      ~^

SNa±a

it5HBIA¥

_  JL  \Vao  tl   -.'  -_  _  -

Two   ot.her  Marylanders  at  this
stationL  did  not  participate   in  to-
day`s raid.  They are Lieut.  Cliarles_          --,__-_L   ltr^c'hino.

|L\,t*®,-___    _
"Had   a    couple    o£  .bullets   go

through  the  stabilizer:"  Kirn  said.
•.It-was a bit I-ough while it lasted."

_             .          _,___--c     +L:I-

uaJr  D  ,-1-.    ___  _-

I.  School field,  o£  Mount  Washing,
ton, pilot.  and Sergt. Ray i. Smith,
O{sE=:ttfnriaaderb£::n8:¥£:ieenraids.

Schoomeld made his first yesterday
I to  Lorient.

Wants  A`Lady  Baltimore  11
Ilieutenant  Onnen  had  his  e!7_es

din-ng]rm--zthnyloudmdsL".any-13.n_a
while  the  ship  was in  the  hangar
here.  .`be{ore   it   was   assigned   to
Lieutenant   Reecher.   Onnen   had
hoped to name her Lady Baltimore
IL   to  replace   another   Fortre§s^,
Lady  Baltimore  I.  which  he  fierw
ovez*cas  £Botn  the  States  to  Eng-

lid-   via    `It'orth    Africa    several
oaths ago.
In  the  shifting  o£ `erew5  and  re-i

8hjps,. Onnen lost the

!#::i:!d:'s!;n;:=::i:esef;::omaf:+:id3
{'ButMou=:GneiisAon#erh:vr:ioind`dnother crew. Most of-the m'embers

;;of . his   Original -crew-have   beeLn
jscattered   among  other  Ships.  and
.many are  reported missing.;>    Losses in his.squadron have been
tLthe  heaviest of any similar unit in`the European theater of Operations,
'and   the   results   J>£   today.s jraid.
'while   it  was   a  hiBhi}'   successful

;Operation,   left   the  entire   station`!±:dqeE±fLiniEp_bdued.topight.76
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THE   CLEVELAND   PRESS,   THURSDAY,   JUNE   24,   1943

Eight More Clevelanders Win Awards for  Heroism
The War Department's announce-

ment today of more than 1000 deco-'ations   to  men   of  the  Eighth  Air
rorce   reflects   the   intensity   of   Al-
ied   air   action   against   the   conti-
lent,   and  its   deadliness.    Of   eight
3levelanders recently  awarded med-
ils.  three  are  now  casualties.

The  awards  a,re:
)ISTINGUISHED     FI-YING

CROSS:     Sgt.   Myron   R.   Srsen,
3363   E.   102d   street.

SECOND OAK LEAF CLUSTER TO
AIR   MEDAL:      Sgt.    George    R.
Creadon, 3193 W. 88th street, miss-
ing  in  action.     ,

)AK    LEAF'    CLUSTER    TO    AIR
MEDAL:     Lieut.   Robert   E.   Ka-
1uzsa,   11906  Buckingham   avenue,
killed  in  action;  Capt.  Sanford T.
Smith  Jr.,   1475  Marlowe   avenue,
Lakewood.;  . Sgt.   Edward   J.   Za-
bawl,  10709  Vernon  avenue.  Oar-
field  Heights,  missing  in  action.

IIR   MEDAL:     Lieut.   Theodore   I.
Rothman,   10905   Massie   avenue;

_  Sgt.   John   L.   Gumipey,   2037   W.-  llth  street.

Of  Lieut.  Kaluzsa,  killed  on  May
}8   aboard   the   Liberator   on   which
ie  was  bombardier,  a  former  class-

idopted   a   resolution   condemning
trikes   during   the  war   and  urged
he  Federal  Government  to  release
om  and  livestock  feed  and  to  lib-
ralize food rationing restrictions on
lone-produced    fruits    and    vege-
ables,
"We  disapprove  and  condemn any

strike   by   any   group   anywhere   in
America   as   affecting   essential   in-
dustries   for   the   duration   of   this
war  for  the  reason  that   any   Such
strike   or   stoppage-  gravely   threa,t-
ens  the  security  of  our  nation  and
endangers  the   cause  for  which  we
fight,"  the  resolution  said.

It   commended   "the   magnificent
and   sustained   effort   of   American
farmers"  and  "the  superb  co-oper-
&tion and unparalleled results in the
production  of   material   and   equip-
ment  of  labor  and  management."

The  food  resolution  recommended
that  "OPA  restrictions  be  i'emoved
or  eased  so  that  I.ation  points  will
not  prevent  the  transfer  of  home-
produced food among sta,te  and local
agencies"   which   produce   foods   for
public   institutions   not   offered   on
the  open  market.

L€ut.  Rothman              Sgt.  Guminey

mate   at   John   Carroll   and   fellow
flyer has  written:"He  was  part  or  a  home   and  a
f amily.    He   loved   his   life   as   you
love yours.   He  was  a  gambler, gam-
bling  the  highest  stakes  a  man  can
wag.er   ....his  life.

T`When  he  won,  we  all  won;  now
he  has  lost,  but  we  must  all  carry
on.   His  loss  was  my  inspiration  to
fight    on,    but    he    left    a    grieved
mother,   a  sa,ddened  family,  and  a
broken  home.   He  was  a  courageous
American   Soldier."

The   aut,nor   of  this  piece,   whicl.
he   calls   a   dedication   "to   my   best
friend,"  is  Lieut.  Jack  De Haas,  son
of   Mr.   and   Mrs.   Johan   De   Haas,
3149  E.  102d  street.   Lieut.  De  Haas
is a unit commander  at Foster Field,
Tex.

Sgt.   Zabawa,   also   a   bombardier,
has   been   missing   in   action   since
May   1.   He  is  the  son  of  Mr.   and
Mrs.  Joseph  Zabawa.

Sgt,   Creadon,  son   of  Mr.   James
Oreadon,  has been missing  in Africa
since   Jam.   19.    A   gunner   and   en-
gineer,   he   cabled   last   Christmas
Day  to  say  that he  was  in t,he Mid-
dle  East.

Copt.   Smith   is   now   pilot,ing   his
third Fortress, he has written home.
He  has  recent,ly  been  made  a  flight
leader.    .

The first day he flew his new ship
he  told  his  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.
Sanford  T.  Smith,  was  on  his  24th
birthday,   on   a   big   raid   over   St.
Nazalre.

Sgt. Zabawa                Lieut.  Kaluzsa                Capt.  Smith

the Republic Steel Co. before  joining
the  Army  15  months  ago.   He  is  a
radio   operator.    He   is   the   son   of
Mrs,  Katherine  Guminey.

Lieut.   Rothman,   24,   enlisted   in
(the   Air   Forces   during   his   senior
ir~rarutt-Ohio Stetellniizersity+_ He
is  a,  g`raduate  of  John  Adams  High
School   and   attended   Western   Re-
serve  University  for  one  year.  Bom-
bardier  on  a  Fortress,  Lieut.  Roth-
man   is\the   son   of   Mr.   and   Mrs.
Sam  Rothman.

'The  Press  has  previously  report-

Nazalre.
Sat.     Creadon,     son      of     James|

coln   HiLin   School   and   worked   fort

;£ga8raor£::tshget.Ds{::I;nn:utish:ego:]%i
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Srsen.

i:pat;i
Award  of  the  Air  Medal  to

James  S.  Wright  of  Clevelandlil;`*h_tal
the  United  Press.    Capt,.  Wright  is
one of 13 members of a photographic
reconnaisance  unit  to  be  decorated
by Maj.  Gen.  Ira  a.  Faker for  com-
pletion  of  five  or  more  operational
flights  over  Europe.    His  home  ad-
dress could  not be learned.
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More F$6iǹ
,

!!j4_fe `wcF`r  CCF.stia

|E:iy:.nie=..:-..€ne-='.-pr-e?•=,   :{--.=`      ,`

'     .      ~           `     ._      '-          ,                    1*-..

in::i::rftlo}%f£]fe}£,V:]£rnfaeeriE:i:¥.Ss¥xe%°o5£alapaay=Sd]
__`__i_ i__-.      -__ _      ___ _

IiEOT.  EI)WARD  V. ,foGCL
NOWSH,  7606 Aberdeen  avenue.

SGT..  JOIIN   KOPCK,   9011
Canon avenue.
Missing  are:

SOT.     EDWARD     ZABAivA,

±orng#==v?A¥=T::
`Bosworth  rond.
`    SGT.   ARmi}R.i.   PAsooE,
1Z70Z  summerland favenue.      -.

:,The wounded are:    ' .-\
.SGT.-. FRAREE ` €.  `¥EACZOR,

3295   W.`'.142d,strEet.` -.-.
PFC.  PE±  H.a.Eps,  3214

Vega .aveme. `•Fro.   aulltls` ` `S.i,  GucwA,

Tin to Tree `"i.;.rihin cine Ohio ¥qumhs
A;+e Listed .
As Missing --.-

By  Onltcd  Presf           `
WASENGTON,   May  29.~The

war  department  announced  today

gt:t%ams::d%rsthfer:#]°o¥m¥¥i£:
in action  in  the  European„  North
:African  and  Pacific. areas:
EUROPE:   \
`Stalf  Sergt. Edward  J.  Zabawa,  mother,

"r8.  mtberine  ZabEwa,  10709  Veraon  aT.,
Garff e]d.            .
NORH :jiFnlol:

5nur==i:::e7PLEm::ri=iiF;=&oe!.'e:=:j¥.
ilfndred  a.  fiarmon,  2oo3  Torbeuson   dr.,.
Clevehia;     PP.a.     Wllllan    V.     Strpka.

:v:Te]c.iev¥]rasi`d¥aT"echi°P:°det:6L5oa:]ra¥
a.yevenB,    wlte.  `Mr6.    Delores   I.   Stepen£,
2485   W.   aoth  ,6t..    Cneveland:  .Pvt.   Paul
P.  Ten   Gtindy,   father,   Coy   Van   Gundy.
Grovepore.

The  war  -department   alsb , in
bounced the nflrieB. of the -following
U..S.  §oldier8  from.Ohio` held  a8•=¥.:mFckfr=#F:gp:i-isth£-

ff=i:`Ji€J=¥ursori`Eanfo.sO}Fth=th£-+`
-s,

fi:S,-.,-±3th`ir£-,.--t:t..-:#¥i?'f`..
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z llevelanci
Catholics on

!n?c:eTlgdl!aTo'hcLaise:ni
reported   missing   in   action   in   the
air  ``tar  in  Europe  and  another  has

Sgt.  Zabawa
bawa,.    a     bom-
bardier     on     a
Fly-ing    Fortre`c:s
and   brother   of
the  Rev.  Joseph
Zabawa   o£   Im-
maculate    Heart
o£  Mary  Parish,
has   been   miss-

been   wounded
in   the 'Aleutian
area,     according
to  t,elegrams  re-
ceived   by   their
relatives   from
the   War   De-
partment.

Staff  Sergeant
Edwai.d    J.    Za-

Gets First Degree
With  `Familv  Major'

ST.   LOUIS.    Mo.-Miss   Mar-
jorie    nlae    Boe`-ir,g    of    Poplar
Bluff.   Mo.,   is  the   first  person   in
histoi.I.    to    bc    graduated    from
college   \`-ith   a   degree   in   ..Fam-
ily.`'  She  is  the  first  to  complete
the     unique     ..famil}'     major"
course     at     Fontbonne     College
here.

The   course   ``.as   originated   b}.
Dr.  Alphor.se  H.  Clemens.  direc-
tor   of   the   department   o!   eto-
nomics   and   soriolog}-   at   foot-
bonne,  to  prepare  }-oung  R-omen
for  Chtistian  rr.arr:age.  Tbe  pa-
pal   enc}'clicals  on   marriage  are
stressed  in  the  course.  `-rich  is
the  onl}.  major  of  its  kind.

}Iiss  Boe`-ing  recei`-ed  her  d-
gree   from   Archbishop   Jobn   J.
Glennon   of   S...   Lot:`.s   a..   i:a.e   re-
cent  com.mer.cerr.er.t  exercises.

in  Jul}.   or  earl}.   in   dug-js:  o
year.

He   is   the   son   of  .Mr.   and   MrsI;:;:
Joseph     Za~uau'a--    of   .10Fvno    i.Jert?t`
Avenue  in  SS.  Peter  and  Paul  Par
ish.    He  also  has  three  other  broth-
ers   and   three  sisters.   Frank.   Stan-
lei-.    John.    .\Ii.s.    Stella    Andrysak
}Irs.  Bertha  Oleksa  and  Jean.

Woh'  I)ECORATIO`.S
Plc.  Papson  entered  the  Arm}'  in

September   o£   1942   and   i`.as

i.n":  si~n-c-€-M-;-;--1.    ,   I'fe.  Papson
Before  he  was  reported  missing  he
shot .down two Nazi  planes  and  \`'as
decorated  with  the  Air  Medal  and
the  Oak _Leaf  Cluster.

WOUNDED  MAY  19
Woti`nded    in    the    Aleutian    war

theater  was  Plc.  Julius  J.  Papson,
son  ol  John  Papson  of  9916  Sophia
Avenue  in  St.  Benedict  Parish.   An
infantryman.  he  was  wounded  May
19,     but     his     I.elatives     have     not
learned     the     seriousne.ss     of     the
wound.

Entering  service  on  February  23,
1942,     Sergeant.    Zabawa     was     an
Army  cook  until  he  went  into  the
Air   Corps   after   going   to  England

ba}'onet  excellence.  according to  his
relati`.es.   He has four brotbers and
four  sisters,  John.  Michael.  Joseph.
Andrew,  Mrs.  Ann  Potochiek.  Mrs.
Mary  Gaydash,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Ga}.-
dash  and  Margaret.

Technical   Sergeant   John   L.   Gu-
minny,   son   of   Mrs.   Catherine   Gu-
minny  of  2037  W.  llth  Street  in  St
Joh:1     C'antius    Parish,     has     been
awarded  the   Air   Medal,   according
to  word  from  the  War  Department.
He   is   an   aviation   radio   operatgr
and  is  somewhere  in  England.    lie
entered  the  service  a  year  ago.

deaorations   for   sharpshooting   a

£tBhuu¥tsyaft,P]o£::taan€o5t£:rpes£¥nt{:
lose  this  war.
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Sg'. Edwai.d f-J-_ ----

en:gkr:.dJWo:::hz2¥t:.:`ason ,S+
non   Avenue,   and   brotlitp-of

'   E:¥;wJa?Sepphahst::
`    of    Transfigura-

tion  Parish,  has
been    presumed
dead by the War
I)epartment.   He
w a s   previously
reported missing
since   a   in.ission
over   Germany
May  1,  1943.

Holder   of  the
Air  Medal   with
a  cluster,  he  en-
tered  the  Army
February  23.
1942.      Bombar-
dier  oh  a  Flying
down   two   Nazi
was  lost.    He  is
of  SS.  Peter  and
field  Heights.

He  also  leaves

Fortress,  he  shot
planes   before   he
a  former  member
Paul  Parish,  Gar-

three  other  broth-
ers:  Fraiik,  Fireman  2,Jc  Stanley.  in
the  Pacific and Seaman John,  Great
Lakes,   Ill..   and   three   sisters,   Mrs.
Stella  Andrysak,
ka  and  Jean.

Mrs> Beltha  Oles- i
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CHAPTER 8 

Photographs of Uncle Eddie and Medals Received 

82



83



//'rty%  )

-~--i_-.

trg`

//``:I/==-±<k------
-.

`,..,L±            /~.,-'

),;,,A-j`.-{£^

.`T`-I,   r ,-,,.,.--,,.,----- +    \:-i  ,,,-,(_-

.-i ,,,-/.gr=f-I   ,    -,L  i-

84



85



CHAPTER 9 

Memorial Photographs 
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Edward J. Zabawa

ID: 35277184
Entered the Service From: Ohio
Rank: Staff Sergeant

Service: U.S. Army Air Forces, 367th Bomber
Squadron, 306th Bomber Group, Heavy

Died: Saturday, May 1, 1943
Memorialized at: Brittany American Cemetery
Location: St. James (Manche), France

Awards: Air Medal with 3 Oak Leaf Clusters,
Purple Heart with Oak Leaf Cluster

Firefox http://www.wwiimemorial.com/Registry/plaque_tabletsmissing.aspx?ho...

1 of 1 6/30/2020, 5:03 PM
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National Archives & Records Administration
War Department Files

S SG Edward J. Zabawa

ID: 35277184
Branch of Service: U.S. Army

Hometown: Cuyahoga County, OH
Status: Finding Of Death

Firefox http://www.wwiimemorial.com/Registry/plaque_wardept.aspx?honoree...

1 of 1 6/30/2020, 5:05 PM
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Edward J. Zabawa | American Battle Monuments Commission http://www.abmc.gov/decedent-search/zabawa=edward

1 of 2 7/1/2020, 12:40 AM
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