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Preface

| am Edward J. Zabawa, the nephew and namesake of my dad’s brother, Edward J.
Zabawa, aka Uncle Eddie. | first heard about my Uncle Eddie when | was a youngster. | knew |
was named after him and that he was killed in WWII. Not a whole lot more was shared until | got
older. | was then told he was a bombardier on a B-17 which was shot down and ditched in the
English Channel after making a bomb run on German occupied France in May 1943. | was also
told that another B-17 broke formation and descended below the clouds and saw ALL 10 crewmen
in life rafts. However, a German gunboat was fast approaching and the other B-17 climbed back
up above the cloud cover.

My Uncle Eddie’s family was anxiously awaiting word as to what POW camp the MIA men
were taken. Word that never came. So one year later in May 1944 my uncle’s status was
changed from MIA to FOD (Finding of Death) and he was then declared KIA. My mother was 7
months pregnant with me at the time. | was born July 07, 1944 in Cleveland, Ohio where my entire
dad’s family, including Uncle Eddie, grew up.

As | said most of what | learned, | learned when | was a kid. But as | grew older and
eventually had a family of my own | began questioning more about my Uncle Eddie. | now lived in
Austin, Texas and had five kids of my own. | would fly back to Cleveland once per year to visit my
mom and dad and my siblings and their spouses and children. My dad and | would stay up very
late and talk. He did most of the talking and | listened intently. He did tell me that his sister, Aunt
Bertha, who was still alive and living in Akron, Ohio had many letters and newspaper clippings
concerning Uncle Eddie.

So on one of my visits to Cleveland in the 1980s | paid Aunt Bertha a visit. We talked and
again as with my dad | listened intently. She brought out a box of memorabilia. She went through
it gathering everything she had on my Uncle Eddie. She said that | could take it back to Austin
with me and make copies of what | wanted and then mail all back to her. This | did. | brought it
back and copied everything.

So now | had all these copies but what do | do with them? Home computers weren’t
available yet and the World Wide Web was not available to the public until the 1990s. So | read
everything and then safely stored it all in my closet.

Then in 2006 | attended a family wedding in Charleston, SC. And | met up with a cousin |
hadn’t seen since my teenage years, the son of Aunt Bertha. We had so much catching up to do.
We mainly talked about astronomy since this is my hobby and he remembered my dad and |
building several telescopes in our basement. He remembered stuff that | totally forgot but which
suddenly came to memory upon talking and listening. And then one of our subjects turned to our
Uncle Eddie. He said that he had a photo of our uncle in uniform and he had all his medals! He
said since | am the namesake that | should have these. So, a few weeks later he mailed them to
me. And this completed my quest except for knowing more about my uncle’s actual service in the
Army.

So one evening | entered Edward J. Zabawa into the Google search engine which
then gave me several unrelated websites but one was to The American Air Museum in Britain:
http://www.americanairmuseum.com/person/53495 Here | found the serial number of the B-17 that
he was on that ditched into the English Channel. | then kept diving deeper and deeper and found
more and more until | found the treasure-trove of them all, this website - http://www.306bg.us/!
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" ~.air-to-air bombing—the bombing of one plane by .

'
¢

- abortive—an aircraft-is said to: be abortive when
owing to: mechanical or personnel failure, it -
- returns from an operational mission wﬁ.hout
. .having dropped its bombs in the target area.:

mtercom—ﬂxtercommumcatlon system msxde a bom-
< ber. -

o 1.P.—=—1mt1al pomt Ihe.pomt where.the bombmg run

. e

Air Division—see Organization Chart on page v1

"> Jerry—slang for German soldler."
Ju—Junkers {Genna:nmrcraft) R O
‘Mae ‘West—slang for -infiatable tife vest..-
Me——Messerschm1tt (German .a.xrcra.ft)

‘Mean Pomt of Impact——planned center of bomb
" concentration.

another-—techmque used by both Jap and Nazi
~‘air forces against American heavy bomber
formations.

A. P.—axmmg point for bombardlers

Aldis lamp—hand light device used m sxgnahng to
- and from a1rcraft :

5 : - mlsslon R -
B-26—American twm-engme 'medlum bomber. ~mtor pool—de pot for motor ‘VChI cles ol

" ball turret—the gun turret that protects the under- - pacelle—metal cowling around an engine,

side of a bomber. .
. *Nissen but—tunnel- shaped hut of corrugated jron
bneﬁng———mstructlons glven to combat crews before == with cement ﬂoor - N )

a mission. . L= OD~ hve drab. - - ) o S
.buzzing the field—diving low over an alrdrome o i o

e Operatlons room—headquarters of staﬁ' controlhng
C.G.—Commanding General. . operation of aircraft.

cleat tracks—tractors used for moving planes on the metu track—a _concrete runway that encm:les
ground. an airdrome. :

Combat Wing-—see Organization Chart on page vi. ~ plc—private first class,

D.F.C.—Distinguished Flying Cross. P-47—American fighter plane (Thunderbolt)

dispersal_point or area—sites where bombers are . ranged—RAF slang for “smashed” or “wrecked.”

parked. - . .
. <. . sweating it out—Slang for ‘waiting under painful or
Do—Dornier (German aircraft). M uncomfortable circumstances.

dry run—practice mission. * slip stream—the blast of air from a propeller.

echelon—a unit of command. . , " Table of Organization—plan defining rank and num-
feather the prop—when an engine falls, ‘the blades ber of personnel in a given unit.
of the propeller can be *‘feathered,” i.e., turned ) tnlc-—transparen t plastic, © -

into the wind so that there is a minimum of
Tokyo tank—additional _gasolme tanks carried in

wind resistance. -
E.T.A.—estimated time of arrival. wings of Fortress.
- T.O.T.—time over target.

flak—antiaircraft fire (Flieger Abwehr Kanoneh). N
Frisians—islands off the German North. Sea .coast.

Flak officer—an officer who has made a special -
-study of enemy antiaircraft installations. ., tvrm tfci)i;hcesthertw_c_)_.’b'o—cahber machine guns mounted

Flying Control Officer—an officer.in charge °f 2l " vector—to direct a. plané in the air- to spemﬁc point.

_traffic over an airdrome. . :
-.-waist gates—windows in the sides,of a bomber.

Front—the line of diVJSlOI‘l between two air’ masses i R

- Watch officer—operations officer on duty.

(weather). s .
FW—Focke-Wulf (German a1rcraft) ’ < i .wing ships—the bombers._that ﬂy on exther 51de of
G.L—Government Issue ks Sl T l. . an element leader. - - < -

"2 - -“gero minus four—four: mmutes before 2ero hour—
Group—seeOrgamzatlon Chart on page v1
He—Heinkel (German aircraft). s

sphere. -

TR ﬂchedule of a bombmg mlSSlOD.

-

GLOSSARY

'fi\;‘ begins.” . BORE

- amilk run——.sla.ng._for an easy {)rfrequently repeated .

- troposphere—atmosphenc layer below 1he strato-

"2+ zero hour being any arbltrary tlme pomt m the . - -

o ‘1’19"
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1. MISSION 95. Thé complete story of a
typical late-stage attack or Germany by the
VIII Bomber Command, from the first decision
to send out the mission until the lasl strike
photo is pulled that night. .

2. FROM FIVE MILES UP. The history, told
in terms any layman can understand, of the
conception and deve]opmenl of American
high-altitude precision bombing. This chapter
sets the scene for our entire operation in the
European theater, teHing why we tried to do
what we tried to do.

3. ACT 1, SCENE 1. The story of the early

days. The “arrival of General Eaker as Bomber
Commander in England. The “symbolic™ raid
of July 41h *Arrival of aircraft: 1 B-17-E.
Total : 1. The first kindergarten missions.

4. LUFTWAFFE OVER LILLE. The official
and eye witness accounts of our first major
air battle, as the American spearhead and the
massed sm:ngth of the Luftwafle collide over
Lilte. The claims problem and how it was

worked out. The amazing durability of the .

Forts. An Air-Sea rescue.

5. TWELVE FEET OF CONCRETE. We
hammer the submarine pens at La Pallice,
Lorient, and St. Nazaire. Formation of
> Junior”—the 12th Air Force. The medium-
ievel rid. The Naxs move in their best fighters
and bes: flak. How we kept changing our tac-
ucs, modifving our plans. “You always get
good trouble over St. Nazaire.” Operational
anecdotes. :

6. PARLOUS DAYS. Station life from Nov-
ember "42 10 the Casablanca conference in
January. Resiricted operations and why. What
1t"s like to lunch at London one day and be a
human target five miles up over France next
morning. The problem of *“‘the full breakfast
table.” Casablanca and the questions on which
the futvee of the VIII Bomber Command
dependsa.

7. TARGET: GERMANY. We.join the RAF
in the Battle of Germany. First attacks against
port inswllations and marsiuafing yards. Ren-

nes, Vegesack, Bremen. Story of the Southern -

Comfort. The first deep penetration attack.
Jack Mathzs Iast fiight.

W 2806

The U.S. Armg’_;jfllrzForces I )lﬁczal Stor:) qf t,l.e
“VIIT Bomber Command’s Fli“ :

1Y ear over Europe o

8. BATTLES IN THE SKY. The Southern

Gomfort again—*1 could see one-of them wear-
ing 1y bathrobe.” The attack on the Renault
facterics. A Wing Commander’s informal notes

on ope sortie. Bremen—and the most vicious . . -
fightey. concentration yet encountered. One- >~
navizutor’s ‘story. How a ball-turret gunner )

= -~w0n§t e, Gongr&ssxonal“Medal 0!‘ Honor :

"9, MUN, MUD, ANDMACHmEs.%atu“'

takes .to build ‘an air base. One enemy the

enginzers can't arm themselves against. Why

it takes some 75,000 men to put 500 heavy
bomoers over an enemy target. The job of the
" Armv Service Forces and the Air Service Com-
manl. Believe-it-or-not figures that are facts.

10. THE OLD ONE-TWO. The German

defere network against our air attack. Air-to-

- _air b>mbing and rocket guns fail to stop the

Forts. The air battles from the destruction -of
the Focke-Wulf plant at Bremen on May 17,

to th: end of the “*first phase™ of the bombing <  .
offensive on July Ist. We triple our size.and " ..
expard our tactics almost overnight. ‘A ‘Ser-.

geant Gunner s dlary Tactlall deccpt)on

I1. IHE LOG OF THE LIBERATORS

The story of the Liberators in the European

theater. A freak accident. A Lib pilot describes. . '

Kiel The attack on Ploesti oil fields. “Those
Gennan fighters used non-habit-forming tac-
tics!” Summing up of the attack.

12. FULL STRIDE. Operations from July 1
to the time this manuscript went to press.
The cyclonic air battles of July. “Blitz week.”
The men of the Happy Daze. Story of grim
fortiwnde. The Thunderbolts. The “‘intruder”
Flying Fortress. Freak accidents. August 17th
over Negensburg—one year to the day after
the V111 Bomber Command had started opera-
tions over Europe—when the sky was cluttered

with falling planes and bodies. Eyewitness:

stories. “Each second of time had a cannon
shell in it.” . R

13. THE SUMMING UP. What the year over. .
Europe had proved. An inventory of achieve- " . =7
ments. What the immediate future holds; the -

continited destruction -of Germany, her war

poten;ial, her will to fight. The future : forging

 a weapon here that will play its part in thc; i

shaﬂenng of Japan. :

Ao
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|- 'l'hc Fortrcsscs Iay sulkmg 20

® cheir dispersal stations:, Thcrc. i

. K was good ncws for thc bombcr,.

l

Y. Others fell in behind 725727

= Long before. dawn combat ]

-.intelligence officers. As engines J

. as the cngines were run up.”

~ FIGHTING DAY
AT AN AIRDRUME

by ROY ALEXANDER :

Py

lean in the Enghsh mISt oﬁ \

“Had been.no-flying’ the’ prcccd-r 5
_ing day:. But now the forecast”,

crews, bad news for Occup1cd_
Country targets. The Foreresses -
were being bombed. t up, and ‘ay) |
typical fighting-day in-a U Sl
airdrome had dawned.s Targct 1

for this day”of last. wcck ot
~Nazaire.~Fighter escorc: mone: g
"None needed for the most heav- . ]

- ily armed bombers in the world. -

" crews had bccn up and’ at their’
dispcrsal pomts chaffing with "

~thc groxmd crew as last checks

were made. On bicycles and in
trucks they had dashed to che
mess hall for breakfase, had
bricfed on théir mission by ™

spat and thudded inro lifc, the e
camp began to move. Work~ g
men rumbled ourt in wucks and
went to work on new rOzLds aﬂd-"ﬂ
buildings.. Liesn .
Soldiers and officers, clump-
ing in galoshes through mud.to "
offices and shops, started fires,:
rubbed red hands, curscd hcad .
colds and set to work- o
Across the airdrome thc For— 1
tresses strained ac their blocks ’

»

-Bluc exhaust flames stabbcd ~1.

‘the dawn flicked ! ycllow: as’”
i'r_hrottlcs were- rcm.rdcd “The ; P
“first'plane’t ‘taxied out ;md Wad_ :
‘dled down o thc takcfo&' Pomc-

“METhe sufi was up1 now A grccn
T hght winked at.the first- For—.
+ tress. The B-17 crept dowan the:-
._runway, chkcd up Her rail. She': .

bursc from the thmmng Imst 0

T CONTINUED oN PAGE. 13

A FORTRESS JAKES OFF AT SUNRIST

10

ked up ber degs; suddenly .
bccz.mc graceful, slim, dczdly,

and . -props was’ connnuous. In
‘a feww minutes che groupwas :ur— -
borne and its firsc sqnndron was_,
alrcady wheeling in formaricn. *

rrol— buﬂdmg, closing . up‘lﬁc-a

R mld géesc groupcd Ughta .
purposcful fhght Vs’ df Whlch *
. S .f-—pilocs—arc'—E u:.«uL; -
3 ,,px:oud’ ‘Then thcy were goncy ]
tﬁc “rotirine-of - nrcporrs forms
and othcr a&mmsuauvc work

, Icuockcd off;  for-- dmncr wcm: =
- 2 back-to work’ Yet ‘now. chcrc

- e wa_i an “almgst ™ unpcrccpnblc
tcnsxon ThoFortrcsscs should
bc cm’ourc home . ThHe' group
commandcr haggard from lack~
of‘slccp, ,movcd upto thetower. -
. 'Other officers, grounded for the

- day because of too much flying, .
‘wandered in, 1mmaculatc and -

clzborar.cly al casc.stl 27 .17

:,Now the thunder: of cxha.us:s-'

2 Thiey swept low over the con- :J

3: 2 “The’z axrdromcscttlcddown_:o |

Repores: began to mickle in. 1
§ The Jerries-had mide a direct
> ﬂ:LL hiz -on onc Fon:rcss -tora 3
£ "ot onc of His™ cnvxncs complctc—- 4‘
Sy from the wing. Heé was down
“usafely in the south? The group 1
| B comm:mcfcr heard it withour a. ']
: _rirckcr and the youngsters
" lounging in the room seemed to
- be pretending they didn’t hear.
Ano:hcr reporc: A Flying For-
“fress, !Chennaunle’s Pappy,”
had staggcrcd into a southern-
- field ~with one. dcad -three

: " wounded. The groupcommand—
" er coolly asked the name of the
- dead man, was told it:was oot
. yet avznlablc SR
# - Onan outs1dc ba.lcony an ep-»
% . listed. man flung. up, hlS hznd
-:md pointed to.the west.. "An-
.or_hcr uained :his - binoculars;
| lzid “them ~dowan; *enrered” thc.

- Inandcr. Thc CO nodded ac--,
knowlcdgmcnt pulled on his
- overcoat and went outside. =

' thrc_ arc the.rest? was

4 - the obvious question. Nobody*

asked it. Six B-17's swung over..

§ wing to wing, pecled our wich .

% the majescic.deliberareness of -

" bombers and- headed for land- -

} “ing. As.they came down cach .

. was warched by a man:with -

--binoculars. “No damage visi- -

“ble, sir,Z. he told the CO. Thc

- group leader nodded silently.-

- Other B-17’s*were showmg
‘up and ﬁnally all were home,
.somesingly, somein formamons
of three. In landmg chey flicked

CONTINUED DN NEXT PACE

1

e - haA AV e Y hemm i i

. &3 'room::_MHcrc come six of "em, Z' )
sit, " said he to'the group com-~. ;.




Y

M ime? -

. & past close by, the pilots sicting
X -up scr:ugh: in thcu-scats waxsr‘
_guazers pecring from gun posts,

g |- Onthe . gronnd.the, Bhg's
looked: tired aid itzof ther
cIcmmI-as thcy» chkcd* ther ; 5 B
wWay dxspcmal stationsy J:hcn‘

trznsparcnr_ DS scowlmg- o™
the. grougdZer WS Ihe. fight?
Tews c&fqﬁ%cd” B, Foog 2e dirccs.

g smpThemegroe=
grms z.ll a.round ycqno s'ﬁont—-f k

" e Trueks pulled up and Tom ac*'-'f
_crews. *d.tm'Scd ing: theiriMac
“Westsza, bnght‘ycllow in: thc
gIoom'imdcn the: ta.rjgaufhn top.

Nonclookcdrchcvcdnor sr.rmu—a i
“Tared by the good mission, none: - |’
borcd’aor frightened -This was"

& verefan and’ pndcful g}'oup..It

‘had: dcvclopcd m;.ss pokcr 4
f.‘.l.cc '~\.‘_~'~- e
~ Inthe” iness.Half there
coffce” drid-5da

ot edetes v

e |
1chcs Crévs. '}
4 clotred- togcthcr oﬂic::rs ‘and. '_';
§ men sitting in ‘the same groups. ‘B
The room. himmedSwich: quict‘“ 3
discussion of rhe raid and now ~;
ands again~i- -pilor:; would-set: |}

haz&-&m_-dcnmmam;rﬁf——‘#

$ che flying donc that day. " ~ L i
- -Inrclhgcncc officers. were.
3 waxtmg Thc créws troopedmto -
- the rooms; sat dowd and-began™
to answer questions. One crew,
fairly-cypical, was a group’ of
small-town Southerners exceper
for the Brooklyn navigator
whose chppcd spccch and ’
. sproutm gmustachc were 1o odd -
" contrast:.to the smOOth fices,’
long i?i.ws -and: drawls’ .ofzhw'
‘mates. el e N
All thc crcw ]omcd i zmswcrs
3 to qucsuons and theie was no
ccrcmony for rank. ‘Toward the -

cnd thc capta.m Eav1ng finished ™

. CONTINUED ON PAGE 22

GROUND CREW BOMES UP FORTRESS

tail gungers bczr.mgcold hands |

g
:’LZ‘U ......z.a_ Jm

down his zoffecandusé? hisx{;

= e e ot

11

bt muuctq

h155:mdw1ch lcancdback loos- :'
cned his ]zckct and bcgan ab-*}
stractedly to. pick ‘at his Eronr.
.teeth with his index fmgcrn:ul
His replics became brief for thc
su:o:y had been almosttold o ,~.‘».
" Any instances of bravery 10 §
‘f“' rcport 6r vinusual skill?asked 7
—-rhc-;ntcﬂxgcnct _ofﬁca:ﬁ‘ '\1 -
sir. TUUEITER T 3 e
.“Any remarks?! The ¢ captam
“went on plckmg his tccth
*lookcd around the room at thc 4'
-crew that- had foughr.its way -
homc at tree-top height after’.
the raid,- knocked down one
Fockc—Wulf 190, seen 'z couplc
of machine-gun slugs rlp
through_ their ship.: ~AllL eyes. -
sctrled on'the 3 young gunncr and
he grmncd . S
- Well, sir,”" sald hc - thc-f
Frcnch arc snll on.our sxdc—
thcy W;vcd ac. us a.ll thc way <}
homc e P
Evcrybody grmncd Thc crew
troopcd off t0 their quarters for'*
‘Baths and. clean uniforms. Thc =
Fmtcllxgcncc officer wcnt o&' 0 2,
1

i,

"

Ams.x._z_u_..h—-ﬁ—v =

gear_his.repore. wvi;
TCITOGAtors. % = .7 =i s ]
By supper't that mght the mls— k
sion for the next day was in!.
Crewmen drank light in thc-
bar or did not drink at all. The B
conversarion at the supper table
was of flying and deccrations,
in which all profcssxonahzcd
soldiers are profoundly igter~
‘ested, and of women—wives
lefc behind and girls mer in
England. By 1x o'clock clubs
and messes were deserted. In
onc barracks, armorers, finished ~
with preparation for- the pexe
day, pluyed shilling-limit PoLcr
{ " and ribbed 2 Brooklyn boy for -
h.ls accear and for the Dodgcrs- '
.~} But:' on: ‘the field - -men. were..

Workmg Ground crews-had UI:’J \‘
I

3= skb:—&htad—w:patcmng rhr.-da
d ages bombmg up; tumng e
- gines,’ hydrauhc gear.'and. all =
" other thmgs on which the com—-" o
- bat crew's life hangs. Some oF i
thcm were-still! there.when thc’-.'
sun came up agdin, Others had’f .
grabbcd 2 -harful, of slccp ancf 2k
were “swearing 1t~our_- W1th R
" the shxps.whcn thcd_crcws~
:.climbed zboard... ,-__,_,-Lf{, -
“The B—I7 s? spat-'.spﬁttcrcd
- roared. in thc mist.. The  frsc -
*ship: wzddlcd -out and ochcrs i
“ followed with zhe clumsy grace 1
of trained clephants. The grccn <
- light winked> 20d the first ship - |
- spcddcrwu thcrunwzy Agother ¢ <
whcclcd into the rake-off posi-
; dav.

o




CHAPTER 2

B-17s on Which Uncle Eddie Flew
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B-17’s Serial Number B-17’s Name

42-5072 22722222227
42-5306 22722222227
42-5378 22722222227
42-5407 Fightin' Pappy
42-5714 Old Faithful Il
42-29620 22222222227
42-29660 Lil’ Abner
22222277 Tally-Ho

13
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Letters from Uncle Eddie to His Sister Bertha
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Bursefs”from bombs after the biggest U.S. omBz' raid o: Germany _ fﬁscgg’#\e Vulcan shipvards at
Vegesack, near Bremen, in Germany Power plan: area is encircled. Winston Churchill and British Air
Chxef Marshal S1r Charles Portal, in a message to kfaj. Gen. Ira C. Eaker, head of the Eighth Air Force,
called the Mar. 18 day]:gm raid *a brilliant explmt
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CHAPTER 4

Letters from Uncle Eddie’s Girlfriend in England, Betty, to Bertha
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26 Southville R4,

MISS B. PANTER Bedford, Englaend
- B ”‘ ;

(Vi Seted

Dear Mrs. Zabawa,

———

o I have been intending to write to .
you for some days, but have not done so as I '
did not wish to cause you any undue anxiety. i
However, by this time you have no doubt been
informed that Eddy ie missing - I am very sorry
to have to tell you that his plane went down on
Saturday, May 1lst, when they went out on a raid
to 8t. Nazaire. I am sure this must have come

" a8 a great shock to you, as it was to me, and

you have my heartfelt sympathy in thig UNe 7L
fortunate happening. <L have known him since he
first came to this country, and was with him the -
Fridey night before this dreadful thing occurred, |
Incidentally, he was decorated on the Friday
afternoon, when he received the furple Heart

Medal, and you and the rest of your family have
every reason to be very proud of him. . This was
his 16th raid; he had many narrow escapes on his

- previous raids, all of which I know he  faced

with a calm courage and a happy spirit.

Eddy has many good friends among

your countrymen here. I received a letter from

one of them a fortnight after he was migsing,-

and I am delighted to tell You that he said -
"According to our information we are sure he is
safe." Last night I met four more of hig friends,
and I will tell you exactly what they told me.
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2.

According to the information received, Eddy's
plantwent down in the sea, and the crew were
seen getting out into the rubber dinghies. They
were picked up by a boat, but, of course, this
may have been British or German., However, all
his friends seem quite confident that he is safe;
he flew in the nose of the plane and so had every
chance of getting out gulckly in an emergency.
I must warn you however, mot to take this o
information as absolutely true, as, of course, it 4
"4g very difficult for anyone to vouch for perfectl
correct facte in such cases. We can only hope for
the best, and while our hope remains undaunted we
have every expectation of hearing from him in due
time. .I know you will be terribly upset, but '
‘please try not to worry about him - I know he
would not wish you to, and I am sure he will come
back to you again one day. I wanted to write to
you, as Eddy and I were great friends, and I know
I am the only person in this country who could,
~ and would tell you anything about him gsince he
left you for embarkation. 4s his Mother, I felt
pure you would rather hear somethlng more personal §
than the official notificatlon. R Sl

Some days before Eddy went down he sal
that if he was taken prisoner he would write to
me g soon ag possible, and I promised him that
I would let you know immediately..-If this happens
I will csble to you .as soon as 1 hear from him, " %
ae I know that whatever anyone says, your Mother's
heart will naturally worry about him. Eis friends
heve promised to let me know 1f they hear through
the ‘Red Cross first. However, there 1s a posslbil
ity that you may hear from him before I, and in
this case, would you please write to me? I have
migsed him very much indeed in this last month -
he was a very dear friend of mlne. -

If there is anything further I can do
for you, I would like to have you write to me,

I shall only be too glad to Dbe of any service.
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It gave me great pleasure to
write to you and your family, of which I have
heerd a great deal.

i T

I remain,
Sincerely &ours,

Betty .. -
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: Kindly excuse my typing this<letter but
I thought 1t would be easler for you to read. My
writing 1s not always legible.
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. Dear Bertha

.

MISS E. PANTER. 53, SOUTHEVILLEZ ROAD,

BLDFORD. /KL7L4L\\

: 23rd July, 1943

“Thank you very ‘much for your 1etter. I was

plegsed to hear from you as Eddy used to talk about you cuite
oftcn and on a number of occasions had let me - read your
lebters to hlm ;

o o
N

.- o I should have written to vour Mother before I -
dia, but was not guite sure how long it would take for the
OfllClal notification to.come through and 1 did not wish to
tell her the vtad news before it was necessary. 1 know what
an awful shock it must have been to you, and was only too

- pleased to give you what information I could. I shall
. ‘certainly let you know imrediately if I hear anything more, as

I am sureAyou must all be very worried about h1m

:You ask me if I think he is’alive Bertha. Truth-
fully, this,is a question that no one here can answer; we 51mply

~ do ot know, put you must never lose .faith as +here is® every -

reason to believe that he is safe and well. It is a well known
saying here that 'Dead men are alvays returning'. As a matter
of fact, I know of some American airmen who were shot down
three montks before Eddy; one was a friend of his, and cddy
himself told me that they must have been perfectlv safe as he
and the other crews saw them bale out and the parackubes opened
Dronerlv However no one has yet heard anything from thkem, so
it is qguite evlaeﬂt that the uvermans have more prisoners bkan

we know. In some cases it depends on the camp they zre sent to;

from some camps people seem to receive letters very auickly
ana regularlv but from otherswe do not seem to hear for guite

-a long time. g know of some airmen who were taken prisoner

last Christma ané there was no news from them for over four

months althouCh when they did write, they ‘said they were perfectly

safe and well I do hope from the bottom of my heart that he

" was not wounded at all; I really don't thlnk he was Bertha, as'

he always seemed to be very lucky. _
As 1 have already told Stella I belleve Eddy s
personal belonslngs have been-sent to a, pool in ‘tondon, and~ they

will be sent home to you as soon as the Authorities recelve some .

definite information. . Among his belongings Bertha, there should

" be a scarf, a, khaki scarf with his 1n1tlals in red at either

end, whlch I Tnltted for him durlng the winter. . Will you be
-} . ; : . | ‘

. . . .
E . Dot T . *
i

N
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so kind as to let Me know if you get it. 1 o Dot wish you to
cend it_back ‘to mej but I shoulé just like to know if it comes
back with his belongings, zs I am afrsié that Some things co
get pilfered. ' A :

SERR . EddY had a very nice time while he was here Lertha,
and 1 am sure he Wa&s happy. Lefore he was shot down he wrote
2 letter to me whith he gave to a frend of his %ho was to post it

in the event of hif not returning from a raid. ¢I @id receive that
letter two days &after he went down, ané in it he said that he had

been happy here. ‘hctually, he was stationed spme miles away from

my home, but he usgd to come into town every other evening, and .
sometimes every evéning. Of course, spert from the first few veeks

- i - N - . -
last September whell he arrived, it was winter, 2n¢ here our
amusements have beln veéry much curteiled since the war started. .

We used to go dgptipg and to shows, and I kmow :that for ©ddy the

time seemed to .go fery guickly. I wish he.waS bere now, and 1 am™ -

sure ‘he would lovejfngland in the summer time. §
: - I went to London with him three times when he had
his two day passes} and once he went on his. own.as 1 coulé not
have the time off from the office. I showed kLim all the famous .
parts of London, and we had some grand times tdgetber. The last
time we went to Lbndon we -had lunch in the Polish Cafe in vxford
Street. iost of the people ther€ were Polish, including an old
man ( quite well known but I forget his name) who is in the folish
Government in Londdn. Eddy was very pleased about it, and said -

e — B oud-dnt tmy —n"nc*bhef'—-}ove-"tﬁ"be—ftﬂ—here.* R N L) T

NN £ :
. . Well, Bertha, I am sure we shall hear something
from Eddy in due course,”’and in the meantime, 1 know that it would
be quite against his wish that any of you shold worry atout him.
Wherever he is, he'is not alome, but will have the companionship
of his own crew; and- if he is in a prison camp, be will at least
be with lots of other fmericans, and a hardship shared makes the
burden lighter. If you do hear that he is a prisoner, you may
rest assured that he will be quite all right, as I do Enow on very
good authority that the Germans are adhering to the veneva
Convention, gquite apart from 211 the fantastic .tales one hears.
Some friends of mine. have recently received a photograph from a
prisoner, and he looks in good health and is evidently reasonably
well treated, and a photograph could not lie in that respect. Ir
T hear that.he is a prieoner I shall send him what i can, but we
are not allowed to send anything sbroad in the way of foodstuffs.
Keep your faith undaunted and trust in God, and he'll come back.

-

o +Do write to me again spmetime;‘épd'tell,me.about
America and American opinions — I'm very interested. In the mesntime
'remember me to your parents and famlly with my kindest regards,
Sincerely yours,

T

s e eyt e Ay A ¢ mam it S s
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| MISS B. PANTER. 53, SOUTHVILLE ROAD, ¥
EEDFORD.
ENGLAND.

: : T 29th Oct. 1043.
v+ Dear Bertha, , S e I
{teso .o o I.was delighted to receive your J
: -f%.‘:-fﬁléttér,of September 9th; it is .a very great . =~ §
ﬁ?&gleasﬁre to hear from you so do please keep -
—writing to me. °*I have felt veryizsad these i}
[“"1last few weeks, as it was this time last year:
* that' 'l first met Eddy. Oh! I do wish I could
- come and see you, there's such a lot of things
I could tell you which are not the same in
.-writing. I do hope you receive his belongings
.. soony  as there may be some snaps among them.
Please Bertha, I should love a snapshot of you I
+ 2ll together. Unfortunately I have only a few. [
snaps of Eddy and myself, as so many were - = |
spoilt when they wefe developed, and I have =~ J§
not the negatives of the few which were 0.K. i
However, I am trying to get .some more dome, '
but photography here is very difficult as ' '
the photographers are ghort of materials, but
. I will send them to you as soon as 1 can. %
- I have often wondered what you all look like;
“ is your hair like Eddy's? He had such
o glorious curls didn't he? ' ‘

iy

t It must have been very exciting
. to see Stanley again. Eddy used to tell me
that he thought Stanley might come to this
gountry, and he was looking forward to see

. im. o Y
: _ I am afraid I do not know the
crew who flew with Eddy on the day he went -
down, and-it would be almost impossible for
me to find out now. You see, Bertha, on his
last raid but one he was transferred to a
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different crew, end as it happened his old
crew was shot down on that raid. 1 can
remember one night when Eddy came home with
me, he was telling me about it,. and we thought
it had just been a kind act of provicence that
he had been transferred, or he would have. gone
down .one. raid before he did. .I did happen to.
‘ be” at’ the camp:. about. a- month ago,cand-IIJ asked
'pne of.his old friends if they had heard. from
. any of ‘his. crew,: but he said 'No'. . Of.course, |
%this.is unreliable, as: they-do not always .. -
_know. 2. think the best thing for, yom to. do <:3
3Bertha;;i54to‘write#tofthe,Office}406ﬁﬁéﬁﬁiﬁg7‘
Records at- Eddy's camp here,  and ask him if .~
they have heard-from any of.-his crew....They..”
will probably write and give. you the infor- -

w0 R

mation-more Teadily than they-would me, as - " §
they would naturally:assume that-you had:a-- e f
deeper interest than.l have as you are related §
to him. Anyway- you could try it, couldn't
you®? I have-a photograph of -his-old plane,-
1Fightin! Pappy' in which-he did most-of his ™}
raids, but that-was so-badly battered about--
that it had to be scrapped. 1 also-have a -
Jovely sketch of .Eddy. ‘He went to-London on
i one of his two-day leaves; and at the-time - -
_?~fI%C0u1dmnOt4gO,aS it was lmpossible-to get -
leave .from the-office. "He told me afterwards

*  that he-went into pheﬁBaianw=Club;in;LOndon,
"3~('that¥s;aJClubwrgr;your‘American~soldiers)v '
" and-there was-a woman-there sketching the men. 3
For some. reason she ‘took a fancy to Eddy.snd
made a coloured sketch of ‘him. It's quite .
a big one and awfully well -done,- and 1 think |
bhe had to make a tour of London to-get a frame §
for it.- . All those odd little -things like
frames -etc. are difficult to get here now as
we have stopped manufacturing all such non
essential things. - Anyway, he said 1t cost. . F
him nearly one pound, which would be .about... , E
four dollars in your money! I should love o
. you to see the sketch, but I daren't send it
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" before, but perhaps you know by this time,
' Eddy put some of his money in Bonds, and if

" time, that is, Women's Royal Naval Service,

D. é;
across in case it got lost, as I should hate

anything to happen to it.
By the way Bertha, I meant to tell you

1 remember rightly it was about £10° per month,
hich would be 40 dollars. In all there
should be about 60 pounds ( 240 dollars).

do hope you will not think I am interfering in
his private affalrs -but he told me dbout this
money, and I know he was puzzled bnce because
he thought your Mother had‘not Teceived the- §
bonds, so L thought I would Just let you know |
50 that you can make enguiries about 1t if
you have not heard already.i :

Do~ you work in an insurance offlce*'*

_Bertha? ..I think that's what.Eddy said you - -
did but I cannot guite remember. No, I am”

- wpot in any of the Forces. For the 1ast oL

-~ years I have been Secretary to “the ‘Director

“ of a Bwiss engineering firm Here. “Of<course -

~ we azre doing Government work at- ‘the moment *°

like everyone else, but Iin peace time and _ . {
when T first came here we had a big ﬂuropean, R :
business. "It was very interesting “them as I
did 811 the.Swiss andu@brelgn mail, but now
-that has ‘been stopped. -One of our Manager§
is a member of'your American” A53001at10ns in
the ‘same “tradé and we often get 11terature
end letters from Chicags.” “"Eddy was very T
interested in the Factory -and he ‘wanted to
look over it, but for SOBe reason he never
did. I did want to go into the Wrens at one

but I ,could not get my release from my job
so I have had to stay put.' We also have the
A.T.5. (Auxiliary Territorizl Service) Army,
and the W.A.A.F.S. ( WOmen's Auxiliary Air ©
Force Serv1ce),'and also a Women's Police
Force. It's a standing joke heré that every
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4, }
cne in Englznd possesses z uniform of some :
kind. In my spare time I am an Air Hezid Warden,
Luckily we have not been very busy in this
respect lately. ‘I have to go on duty one night

. in every eight, and also. every time the siren
goes. Believe me, it's very annoying Bertha .
when you are fast asleep about 3 o'clock in the

- morning and-the siren goes. I just tumble out
of bed, usually have to get into my uniform in
the -dark and bicycle to the post. Very oiten

~ we have to wait for hLkalf an hour or- an hour, -

© nothing- -happens,: the A1l Clear goes; and then. |

FWe rean ~just go back home - and ~t6-bed.” Ibere ‘have’

! been times when this happens contlnually ‘through

- the night, but in the last few months the . -~

' Germans have stayed over their own side of the

;. Channel.- - Eddy slways wanted to see an air raid

: from the;ggonnd but he never aid. yQ;.J e

“%m

1 have snen culte a number of your
girls‘over here letely. - ®hat will you Jjoin .-
“Bertha Af your husbend goes? Of course, - . PR I
- military service for girls has been compulsory
‘here for:a number of yezrs. It would be -
hmarvéllnns if you joined up and could come over
| here.-- Though of course, 1 expect.you. would .

¢ find- Enpland. fairly dull. after: America, but . I

f should- love you:to see London in peace” trme.k,
| My goodness, T. almost: forget-what it is, Jike: -

" myself; buot:-it w1ll-be heavenly %o go out in -
~the evenings and-not-be-afraid: of*waiklng~in*o~+~
lamp posts and trees. .Honestly Bertha, my ’

eyes have gbt so used to the- dark that’ they
are probably turning-into cat's: eyes. 4 supnose
I shall grow whiskers next! :

I do hope your Kother is cuite well,
‘and I am so Sorry not to be atle to give you
~ some good news to cheer her up.  Give my dove
" to 2ll your family and tell them to keep treir
fingers crossed. A
’ “ith best wishes, = ‘

Tove,. Betty. J.
Pg™ |

& e

!'
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MISS B. PANTER. - 5%, SODTRYILLE ROAD,

- ; BEDFORD,

c * ENGLAND.

| | 11th January, 1944.

My dear Bertha . .
I must apologlze for the very short scrappy
letter I Wrote toiyou“a few days ago, but I was in a great hurr§
at the time as we have had. 1nfluenza at home and consequently
had a lot to do. How-are you now? I Suppose that h{ the time
you get this letter your husband will- have gone and .knOW how
much you will miss him. S .

: - We have had a’ llttle snow-here today for theur?
first tlme this w1nter - Actually, it rarely spows here, and- 7

- when it does there is never enough to settle, “and w1bh1n a short
time it usually gets horribly slushy and messy. So far the

weather has been very mild this winter which is a good job as we

are ratloned with our coal and heating.

' Then you write to me again Bertha, do please tell
me all about. your job, as 1 am very interested. in clerlcal work in
America. I w111 tell you -about ‘mine. .The firm.for which I work
is the Brltlsh branch of a large englneerlng firm in Switzerland.

:Qf course, -at;the momentvI ‘cannot- ~tell you what,we make. MMy employer

is the Managlng Director, to whom T am" secreﬁary._ He is Swissy, as
are guite a number of our employees. I have a very nice office of
my own, and am qulte alone for the better part of the day, except
when my employer calls me in for dictation or orders. We work from
8.30 in the mornlng to 12.30, then have an hour for lunch, and
finish at six o'clock. ' Normallv we should finish at 5. 30 pm. but
owing to war conditions we have to work half an hour later. This,
of course, only applies to the clerical staff. As far as I am
concerned, I am not too busy now, as I should do all the foreign
mail, and that is very much curtaliled now as all our letters have

"~ to go through the German censorship. - Bowever, when the war is over,

which I hope will not be very long now, we sha_l get very busy agaln
I remember Eddy telling me that you'work in an office, and I believe
he said it was something to do with insurance. Is that right?

I have to do all sorts of things - shorthand, bookkeeping etc.

I suppose that at ‘the present time it 4s very easy to get jobs in
America the same as it.is here? T'often feel that I should like to
change my job, it we nannot do™ms we like, rand if our work is -

of mational” 1mportance we are mnot d@llowed to move, SO I shall have

to stayihere until the war ends. . .Do you think the employment position
..will be easy in America- after’ ‘the war? We often wonder what it will
‘ be like here ‘when -all -our “forces come home, but, of course, there
. will be a lot of work ‘in‘straightening Burope up flrst. My goodness,
"*“'*”1 shall be so pleased Mhen it is all over. - I
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I786 Wish JShmny and Stanley the .best of luck - have.you.heard from
them lately? . I T

There a@Te guite a number of your Waacs toming over here
now. I went to an American camp party on New Year's Eve, and’ there
were a lot of nurses there - they had only arrived inp England that
day. I do hope they will like being here, and not find it dull
after America. ] P o :

One of the ladies who worksin our wages office is coaing
to America very shortly. She is a German refugee, ang was chased
all over Europe until she came to this country two years ago. She
had a brother a New York and has applied for permiSSion to come ont
to him. Her permit hasn't come through yet, but she ig very thrilled
with the idea of coming and is looking forward to it. - I-should also
love to come over waen the war ends, but I have heard that it is
rather difficult for foreigners to get into America. Is that true
do you know? %“Some people say that one has to have g certain sum of
money before you are allowed to enter the country, but if I came
Just for a heliday < suppose it would.be alright? Actually, I ,
should have some relatives somewhere down in texas, but as nobody
has written to them for years I don't know exactly where they are.
As my home is .quite near to the office I usually go home to lunch,
but as it was raining and snowing. at the same time today, -I stayed
and had Junch .in our Canteen. . We have ‘a4 lady and . gentleman who work
here - they are husband and wife — and they used tJ6 live in Canada

-and America, so.whenever: I.have.lunch in the Canteen with them, we

-21lways hear long descriptions of America.and American life (-it-is

a bit antiquated though as they left America‘some;thirty;years;ago).
B ‘. . 2 ‘; ’. v-‘r: 1 . : i LT - ; . 5 . ,:’ y V. e | . ,; ._'. f':v ' ',"?;':_ . e
Vlswygurhﬁotherwquite~well?fand“ailfth€f?é§tiEfTThé’fﬁmily?

. I am supposed to be going to a cookery class tonight at
our Technical College, My girl friend and.I g0 every Tuesday night,
but the tuition is rather limited as the Authorities only allow the
teacher very small rations, and it is very dfficult for .her to
manage on them.” I was given the recipe for Strawberry bhortcake some
time ago - that is something we don™t have here. 1 made one during
the week-end and I guite intended to give a piece to an fmerican to
see if it was like he had at home, but unfortunately { never had a
chance as it was all eaten up beforehand!! We cannot make many
pastries and cakes now as we do not get enough fats and sugar to
spare. ’ : . - o

._ ¥Well bertha, I am at the office and it is nearly time to
go home. I do hope you will write to .me again soon; as.l love to

get your letters. . ulve my 1ove/to,a11ayour.people~f:I*do[wish_I
could see themv{fandfdonftwforget the.photographﬁlvjf N

With love,

¥

Your

2
,

:
: X e s
RS o T e
i . T
| N
LT
\

44




CHAPTER 5

Letters from Crewmates and Kin to Bertha
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FROM "STARS & grRIPES' —- LONDON, ENGLAND -

American air crews who had to fight their way home from
Wilhelmshaven through sWwarms of Nazi fighter planes fbund the skles

over Brest, Btrangely free of" opposition.A

The raidg'Friday on Wilhelmshaven and Saturday on- Brest

provided the second 1nstance 1n which some Eight Air Force combat units

have raided enemy territorfeson suooessive days.

Not all the ships were unscratched. - Pilot of the Fortress
Tally-Ho in the lead formation, sald his plane’caught flak in the

wings.and stabilizer. Thie came ripping up through the fuselage,'

and buried 1tse1r in the ammunition can righx behind Ed. Zabawa. He

had a close one and never knew 1ibt. ' ﬁ

Ed ig the other walst gunner. Sgt.;Ed%arko. Zabawa 1s from

Cleveland, Ohio.
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- under the hecvy alouds and tried to com

Feb. 5, 1944

Dear Mrs. Luby:

Hope thils reaches you as quickly &8 your letter did me. I'm heppy thet
I cen give you some aseurance of Oven despite the Yeesimistic views you
have heard. . '

To begin with I knew him well; we elept in the eseme barracks and wers in
the seme squadron. I heerd him cpeak of you-often end cen vouch for the
foet that he was & good boy! HNow the all importamt dey in question was
last Spring &8 you ENOWe.co.es : :

We,bombed‘ﬁio Nazairé, 1 pelieve 1t wés, end turned out to sea on the

heading homé&.  Due to extremely bad wea har,tha.group~Eeaéer,let—éeﬁﬁ~——-——¥
gEame fon deck! (meening just
above the sesa. Well, perhaps luck hed something to do with it, perheps
bed navigation, but we wers let over- Brest vhich was heavily fortified
instead of keeving eway from the French ooget. Anti-aircraft fire wae dpEows
intense and all of ues were chot up rether badly. I imagine the Jerries were
shooting spit-balls &t us among other things as we were only a few hundred
feet up. Owen was hit by & flak in a couple of engines and slowly dropped
bock from the formation - my tell punner giving me reports all the while,
_Finally, I imogine the third engine puet have iven up the ghost and he was
1eft with one alternative - a water lending. Thies wazs about fifteen miles=f
off the French coest. He made a beautiful lending, end I had a helf dozen
reports that ten men were ceen to emerge end get into the already inflated
rafts. As we left they were waving and apparently nonthad even wet their
feets

Now the above ie a factufel and unbiased account. Believe me, I would

not try to meke things easier as it would be twice as herd later on. I .
know Owen was in the 1life raft O.K. The see was clam and it wes gwarm.

My surmiee is that the Germans piocked him up withing thirty minutes as the
Air-Sea Feccue Service waeg over that territory en Hpur and a helf later.

Why you have received no word, I don't know. There have been numersus L
sther cases where the Germans just refused to alleviate worry of the homs-
folks. I hope as you do, that he wne pisked up by the Underground ® that——
Tould -explein the long periocd of silence. FRemember, the vigibility waes

practically nil at times X because of intermittent chowere. He ditched
in a cleer spot but could have been Nidden from view five minutes later.

Mps, Luby, that is sbout all I con tell you, but I hope it helpe. Ve in
the squedron thing that Owen had about the highest chance of eurvivel of

enyone who has ever gone gasm done. Of couree, the sbove information also
applies to Lt. Powsll, Lt. Olagyton, and the othere. . alsc

If you “i6h 45 get in touch with me further, I ehall be at A A F RS for
e few more weeks. , - v e S
Very sincerely,

Cept. Fred gnnen
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25 Egaot Delaware
Chicago, 11, Ial.

Hy Dear Hre. Oleksa:

—F e R

T a ! 1 re-
It ic & strange coincidence thqt Just todey uhen
celved your letter I should have the beet news of nll. Yes, I hed

quite 2 number of reports from various courcee, all painting more
g et <
or less the came picture - 21l encoursging. But the letter I ree

celived yeeterc hid fvom Hrs. Luby glves the clearect pleture of then o

-

JOREE

———— —— - ey

—

Owen Luby wes nﬁlot of thet ph&m Lt. Powell wes co=pilot,

i

your brother bombardier, and by son was Havigator. EHre. Luby ie
the wife of the nilnt,
| But the bect newe. is this: £ minutes ago my hucbend

phoned me fEOm,ﬁew*Yorkfané-zalé-me-of*ﬁm@;comve?s&ti@n“wtﬁhﬁﬁagt;'”"

Onnen. You eee, my husband ;e elso in the Air Corpe, and ero 18 our
second son who ie a pilet. My hueband tells me thie: Capt. Onnen
aecured him thet he caw with his own eyee how the ship on which our
boye were, landed about 15 miles from the French Coast. Just as he
deseribees in the letter, excent thet he added that he counteq ten
men and ell were in the lnflated raft. He ales told my hueband that

he knew of eenes when Germanswoulé not 1nfarm_nei£¥%ves oF_the ng_w_,A

Oross far~1h months about the uriﬂanere they held The raft hsd
paddles, and they mey have reached shore and been picked up by the

undergraund, or elee they weée>pickec up by the Germans and are held

priconers. The chancee of theip eurvival are 90 per cent. Even more.

I cannot tell you how happy I em to heve thie newe to eend on

t0 you and to your mother. Plesgre give her my love and tell her we

2ll feel our boys are alive. : :
B With my best regerds,

Please write egsin. Helen Clayton
49




o from England giving me the whole llst.

‘ .I an mst anxious to learn if you have ever received any
. other information conoerning your son's welfare since the '

M#esing In Action® telegram. Would ‘you be willing to 't,ell
“--me about the whole case as you have heard it?

g e

MRs. OWEN E. LUBY
23 FOREST AVENUE
NATICK, MASS,

29 March 1944.

Dear Mrs. Zabawa:

I should like to introduce myself by stating that my husband,
Lt. Owen E. Iuby, was Pilot of the plane on which your son
Edward was flying the day they were shot down on May 1st, =~ .
1943. Although I have been attempting to obtain the pames
and farily addresses of the members of the. crew for many -
months, it is only this morning that I received a letter. =

el
o

From time to time I have received various letters from my
husband's friends in England and although I think I have a
fairly accurate pieture I should like to compare notes with

you.
Upon receipt of your letter I shall be more than willing
to tell you of the various contacts I have made and what
their individual impressions are concerning our boys.
Personally I have not given up hope for their safety, heave
you?

Please write to me as soon as conveniently possible.

Very truly yours,
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CHAPTER 6

Army Letters and Telegrams to Bertha and Uncle Eddie’s Mother
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At T e

5 7 REMKINS Ever,y‘thmg humanly "posslble is belng done to recover

_g"and eare for remalns. ‘In case of overseas ‘death, the remains will - .
-mot; be returned to the TUnited States until. after the.war, at which .. . -.-
vime ',{'he Q.uart.ermaster General Washington, 'D. C., w:Lll contact :

»..,othe m111» ary-service’ to recalve the notme of
, Tﬁ:ﬁWar Department T ANy person -may be: aesignated as an
'gaddressee and neeﬂ not necessarily be 8 relet] ve £ the deslgna
e

MT OF xm' 5 ‘Ia the nearest, living rehtive of the ﬁeceased, and
~-follow in- order namd' Widow, B0M,. daughter, fathei', provided the:
.father has not sbendoned the support of his femily, mother, brother, * 7
sister, ste. If there is no living relstive, the beneficiary nemed -
-.-in the will of the deceased ‘in eligible to reeeivs the effects of

the deceaeed. -

BE!IEFICIARIES- Are those persons who are entitied by law to cer-
‘tain benefits, such as insurance, pensi:ma, gratuities, and arrears
Ay 'The beneficiary may=also be .the emergency addressee, but -
8 n 88" emergency addressee - alone. does. not- carry nith




DUPLICATE COPY

'HEADQUARTZRS EIGHTH AIR FORCE

Office of the Commanding General
- | 31. March 1943.
GENERAL ORDER) SRR -
NO . . . .. 38 '
' 3 ’ +* o ] : +*
AWARDS (F ATR MEDAL . o .o v v o o o v au’e o o ww o o o o JVIT
* . . - 7-~<. .“ :‘ ‘f'i, * »’ “_ . v..“n A‘ ’ - ) . * A' ) ’ : N

VII. AWARDS OF ATR MEDAL:

_ 'Under the provisions of Army Regulations 600-45, & August 1932,
ags amended, and pursuant to authority contained in Bection I, Cirocu-
lar 74, Hq., ETOUSA, 18 November 1942, an AIR MEDAL ig awarded to the
© Tfollowing named Officers and Enlisteé& Men, ' '

CITATION:; . For exceptionally meritorious service while parfioi-g'; -

pating’'in five separate bomber combat missions over €nmy occupled -
Continental Europe. The courage, coolnese and skill displayed by

these Offices and Enlisted Man upon these occations were of -the high-
88t order and reflect Breat credlt upon themselves and the Armed Forces
of the United States: ’ : ,

> -
# LR " * 7
 EDWARD J. ZABAWA, 35,277,184 STAFF SERGEANT, # % # # s % % % % ,
Army Air Forces, United States Army. Home address: 10709 -Vernon Ave.;

‘Garfield Hts., Ohio, ¢ e g

&

| By command of Méjdr‘ﬁenefal‘EAKEﬁ:fﬁ"

-G, C. Chauncey. !
Brigadler General, U.8.A, -
Chief of Stafr,

- OFFICIAL
T SEAL.

A A LR 1L i s




DUPLICATE COPY
' HEADQUARTERS EIGHTH ATR FORCE
GENERAL ORDER) f 'Jf S | _ °_ 17 April 1943
NO. . .. L.hE . i
VIII. AWARDS OF OAK LEAF CLUSTER TO ATR MEDAL

’

Under the provisions of ery Regulations 600-45, & August 1932,
as amended and pursuant to authority contained in Section I, Circular
36, Hgs., ETOUSA, 5 April 1943, an OAK LEAF CLUSTER is awarded to the
following named Officers and Enlisted Men, in addition to the Air
Medal previously awarded,

. L * R

CITATION: FOR meritédrious achievement, while participating
in five (5) separate bomber combat missions over enemy ococupied
Continental Europe. The courage, coolness and ski1l displayed
by these Offlicers and Enlisted Men upon these occabions reflect great
credit upon themselves and the Armed Forces of the United States:

' *’ . ‘._‘ - A*-- . R .‘ . S *

. EDWARD J. ZABAWA, 35 277,18k, Staff Sergeant, - - . _ _ _ !
' Army Air Foroces, United Btates Army, ' Home' addreggy:'. - - - . _ - .
10709 Vernon Ave., Garfield Heights, Ohio, - .- . ;
* : : * . ‘ * . . ) ’
By command of Major General EAKER: - ° é
' i
. G. C. CHAUNCEY B r
" Brigadier General, U. 3, Army
Chief of Btarfr,
OFFICIAL SEAL = D o S
e | |



DUPLICATE COPY -

" HQ., VIII..BOMBER COMMAND
- _APO 63 s

T | " 21 April 1943
GENERAL ORDER) s
. HO. & o o «23)

o N . B -cf . '?

AWARDS OF OAK LEAF CLUSTER FOR ATR MEDAL

k] LR 4 LI 4 . - - » » . .II

PN . .
“ I Under the proviclons of Ary Regilations 600-15; § August 1537, -
as amended, and pursuant 4o,authority contained in Section IT Circular 36, |

Hq., ETOUSA, 5 April 1943, and Itr: Hq., Eighth Air Force, 1é April 1943,

Subject "Awards and Decorations," the OAK LEAF CLUSTE&;.is~awardeduto.the_

following named officers and enlisted mep, in aggition~tofthe"4;r Medal"

~previously awarded. -~ . .. . € 0o o A : Vel
. CITATION:f.FQr eicqptionally meritoribus service whilé péfticiﬁétlﬁg
~ in five separate -bomber combat missions over eneny occupled Continental .
- Europe. The courage, codlnese and skill-displayed by those officers and
- enlksted men upon these occasions were of ,the bighest order and refleect -
great credit upon ‘then gelves and the Armed Forces of the United States,
. e e

& -

EDWARDS J. ZABAWA, 35, 277, 18U, Staff Sergeatnt, * % % # % # % & »
**#**********.ArmyAirF

10709 Vernan ‘Avgnue, Garfield Heights, Ohio, .

By command of Brigadier‘Gene?ai LONGFELLOW:f ,  !L: “, :
- . cHAS. B, B. BUBB, = .
oo Tl s Colonel, GBC. ’
L _ : Chief“of,St&ff.‘;
OFFICIAL ) -
SEAL
- B i
. ’ !
‘# ' sl ) ) ;

orces,. United States Army. Home address:

e LA i T
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AW173 41 GOVT -WDX WASHINGTON DC 11 506P

MRS. KATHERINE ZABAWA- :
10709 VERNON AVE GARFIELD HEIGHTS OHIO

I REGRET TO INFORH YOU THAT THE COMMANDING GENERAL EUROPEAN
ARFA REPORTS YOUR SON STAFF SFRGEANT EDWARD J ZABAWA MISSING = .

TNPORRATION OF HIS BTATUS ARE RECEIVED YOU WILL BE PROMPTLY o

NOTIFIED.

WESTERN UNION

HER DETAILS OR OTHER

ULIO THE ADJUTANT GENERAL.
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"DUPLICATE COPY!

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTH AIR FORCE | | :
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL )
B 13 May 1943,
GENERAL ORDERS)
NUHBER . ', .5%)

R . o

AWARD OF THE OAK LEAF CLUSTER TO AIR MED%L,

® e "f'.-f}, Ty ?fp‘”
Vi, TUnder the provisipns{of Army“RegglationstOO-MB, 8 August 1932,
as amended, and pursuant powauthority-contélne§ in Bection I, Ciroular 36,
Hq., ETOUSA, 5 April 1943} an OAK LEAF CLUSTER: 1g-mwarded to the following
named Officer and Enlistediﬁahﬁyn add;$iqq9tg;théﬂ%ER MEDAL previogsly ’

awarded. Ty o FE P,

* ' o * S *

o S i

“fv“ EDWARD J. 'ZABAWA. 35,277_,18“’, staff Serge&nt,‘ s o .o % e = * 5 » &
Army Air Forges, United States Army. For meritorious achievement, while
serving as Bombardier on a B-17 airplane on = bombing misslon over Germany,
17 April 1943, Displaying great courage and skill, Sergeant Zabawsa fighting
from hils gun position destroyed one enemy alrplane of the FW-190 type. - The
courage, codblness end skil]l displayed by - Sergeant Zabawa upon this occesion

reflect the highest credit:. upon himself gnd the Armed Forces of the United
States., ’ C

e e e e e

Homeeddress: 10709 Vernon Ave‘; Garfield Heights, Ohio.

* * _ »
By command of Major General EAKER;
" G. C. CHAUNCEY

4Br1gaéier Generel, U. B. A, .
- Chief of Staff. -

OFFICIAL =
SEAL,




GRN/rm/2023%

WAR DEPARTMENT
Army Serviee Forcee

S

Of‘ice of the Adjutant General
Wthington
In reply o S . o L -
refer to - ) ‘ L ' j .9 August 1943,
AG 201 Zabawa Edward Joooo o o ST
(9 Aug u3) PD-C As#35 277, 184

‘Mres. Katherine Zabgwe,
10709 Vernon Avenue, I ‘ o
© Garfield Heighte, Ohlo . ~ . = = -7 7.

e mpyrags

My dear Mrs. Zabawa: S "?g o T -
I have the honor to inform you: that by direction of the .
President, the Alr Medal with three. Oak- leaf Clusters, which indi-
cate a second third and fourth award of the same. deooratlon -has
been awarded to’ your son, ‘Staff Seargeant Edward J. Zabawa Air Corps,

for exoeptionally meritorious achievement.ff e
Since- Sergeant Zabawa has been repa?ted to ‘the War Department
ae missing in dction, the decoration will be presented to you in
hie absence. The Air Medal with-three Cak-leaf Clusters will be
" forwarded to Headquarters, Army Air Forces, Washington, D. C., for
presentation toxyou, and that'officeawill communioate with you
concerning your wishes in the matter.

May I again extend my sympathy during this period of anxiety
and hope with §%u-for more favorable news.

Yery truly yours,

R N _ S . AR R

e

S T 7. A ULIO
B A " Major Gener&l
RS e The Adjutant General.




WAR DEPARTMENT
KANSAS CITY QUARTERMASTER DEPOT
- 601 Hardewty Avenue
Kensss City 1, Missourk
e Movam o ) (8-11-15-43)
In reply refer to:NO.18&8747 JRM:IB:ft
‘ | : September 14, 1943

Mfs. Katherine Zabawa

10707 Vernon Avenue

Garfield Heights, Ohio

A,Deareré..Zabawa{,;j;:ﬁﬁmf kiZ e 'ﬂ\}f”jfﬂffffl"ﬁﬁbi

L | 'Rererencégisjméde;to_yourmletter,of”Julyﬂl5th;crEgérdihg;;;;.
" ¢he personml effects of -your son, Staff Sergeant Edward J. Zabawa.

There hes been a delay in answering your letter due to the fact -
that you felled to include your ‘sddress, -and ‘1%t was necessary that

we obtaeln this 1nformationafrom'The Ad jutant General, Washington,

D. C. ‘ S o T :

- All War Department agencies are under instruoction.to. = |
forward persongl effects of military personnel to the Army Effects
Bureagu for disposition, and 1t seems reasonable to assume that. your - -
son"s. belongings will ultimately be recelved here.’' We have not yet
been furnisheéd any information about them; however, because of - =~
transportation difficulties, considerasble time must be allowed for

the return.of effects from overseas statlons..

' It is possible that Sergeant Zabawa's Rurple Heart Medal
. may be received with his other personal property. 1 nog, 1 would
suggest that you write to The Adjutant General, Washington, D.G.,
since the award of medals comes under the jurisdiction of thst
office. -’ o : C ‘

) Please be assured that your 1inguiry has been made a matter
of record at this bureau, and that you will be notified upon re- . - -
. oeipt. of shy information whatsoever relating to your son's poesessions.

Yours very truly,-

" Carl EH. Eésertjﬂ' f5;;
R i - Administrative Assistant , _
"sQ}'fﬁ. SR ;gmyEﬁbﬁsBmmmr'aﬂ‘ o~




WAR DEPARTMENT

HEADQUAETERS OF THE ARMY AIR FORCES
WASHINGTON, D.C.

- September 29, 1943

Mrs. Katherine Zabawa . ) B .
~ - 10709 Vernon Avenue - _ v ,
;> Garfield Heights, Ohlo '~ . oL

Hy‘dear Mre. Zabaws; v )  ,,; -

kiid
AL

. Your letter of August 18, 1943 addressed to Major -
General J. A. Ulio has been feferred to thie hesdquarters for :
sppropriate action on that part of theccommunication treating s i
with the Air Medal and three Oak-leaf Clusters awarded to your
.gon, Staff Sergeant Edward J. Zabawa. : S

Our fallure to answer your letter at an earlier date -~
ig due.to the fact that we have been dally expeoctlng to receive . -
the medal from the Quartermaster Depot in Philiédelphi's where the ‘
engraving is done. Upon the receipt of the decoration at this
headquarters, you will be notified and requested to deslignate
your preference regarding the presentation of this award.

B g R PR bk v

: Beyond & doubt the Adjutaht General'é office answered
the other inguiries in your letter and 1t 1s our hope that the
information sent to you was comforting.

C e e S

Very trﬁly yours,

CHARLES J. HIMES, JR.
Major, Alr Corps o '
Actg Chief, Decorations & Awards Branch

. Specisl Service Division =
Office, Aest Chief, Ailr Staff, Personnel

1 .

- . : -

. i e e A s aaelh




WAR DEPARTHMENT .

THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE
WASHINGTON

AG 201 Zabawa, Edward J. . 5 October 1943
(30 sep L3) PC-G 35,277,184 . ,,

Mrs. Katherine Zabawa,
10709 Vernon Avenue |
' Garfield Heights, Ohlo : n -

-

-

- -

' Pesr Mre. Zabawa:i

I have your letter of 30 September relative to your som,
gtaff Sergeant Edwerd J. Zabawa. B : » _

I can well understand how very anxious you must be for the
safety of your son and I gm extremely sorry that up.to this time no
_ further report concerning his has reached this office.. However, you
may be certain that the military authorities are doing their utmost
to ascertain the whereabouts of our army personnel sho are missing
in soction. Lists of primonere of war received through the Intermational
Red Cross have been carefully checked but to & ate Sergeant Zabawa®s
name has not appeared on any of them. ¥hen further informetion reaches
this office, I will communicate with you promptly.

I regret that I am unable to give you the informatlion
requested ag 1t i1s impossible to determine from the report recelved
-in thie offlce which officers and enlbsted men, nemel therein, were
on the plane with your son at the time of his dlsappearance. .

May I again express my deep sympathy during this period of
uncertainty. o o ‘
2.

Very truly;yours’

T 7. A. Ulio b
" Major General,.
‘The Adjutant Generel.

‘63
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- “Akron 1, Ohio.: -

- ZABAWA, or any member of his crew.

- water) within easy distance of rescus from shore. . The ship was under con-

S67TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H)
. Office of the Squadron Commander
‘ United States Forces -

\ o | _APO 634,
- ) L , . 13 January, 1944,

¥rs. Bertha Oleska; ~  © - L
- 477 N. Firestones Boulevard, L S T

B

Dear Mrs., Oleske:

- Iwish I could write you a more encoura.gi_ng letter, but I'm sorry I -
must tell you that we have heard nothing from your brother, S/5gt EDWARD J.

B e . - A ‘
His ship was seen to J.éave the formation Just off the coast of France, _
and the crews who returned believed that the pilot "ditched” (landed in ‘the

‘trol when last seen and we have always held hopes\ that the, crew wes rescued. ]
If they were taken prisoners I believe someone would have heard from them by now.,
There is a possibility that they es caped capture and are safe s omewhere and it
is on this possibility that we now base our hopes. that they are safe. If
you wish you may contact the next of kin of three menbers of the crew listed
below, and perhaps they have had some information; ‘

~ i N . . -

- 2nd Lt. EVAN D. CLAYTON: Mrs. JOEN CLAYTON (mother)
' 25 E. Deleware,
Chicago, Illinois. =

 2nd Lt. THADDEUS V. POWELL: Mrs. Bugene Powell (mother) . , )
d 222 West 1lst Street, -~ '
) San Angelo, Texas.
4 , : .
T/Sgt JOHN ALEXANDER : Mr. John C, Alexsnder (Father)
7339 Cha_mplain’Avenue,' : '
Chicago, Illinois.

ED'S Air Medal with cluster was either forwarded with his effects or a
letter entitling him to draw one from the Quartermaster in the United States
was f orwarded., They stopped issuing the actual medal some time ago and gave
the letter instead. A1l his personal effects were inventoried by & Summary
Court O0ffice and forwarded through the Quartermaster Channels, ] ‘

You can expect them to be delivered to his mother about twelve months "
efter he was lost. This is a long time but I'm sure you appreciate the great I
problem in handling such a large quantity of items. o . '

For inquiries sbout the bonds he purchased you should write to - . ' , i

e ——— .‘w.f...-v~464«~;'_._*--g.‘~ TN i e



Ltr, Mrs. Bertha Olesks; 367th Bomb Sq(H), APO 364, 13 January, 1944. .

Commandlng Oi‘flcer, LT . R A
Centralized Field Oi‘flces, F. D. - - DT

366 West Adems Street, . ‘ S
Chlcago, Ill:Lno:Ls, o SR I

Attenu10n~ Army War Bond Offlce, F. D.

.

N

- killed.in action. I smcerely hopé this will'not happeny .= = R

4. . wan is missing in action. .. .If.no word.is. Lammd_nf@hm;he .:.s%ggsmgg

, It is not recessary for me to tell you whet a fine boy ED was. You
mist know much better then I. He was a fine soldier and did & job that we
are all proud of. T cen easily understand his Mother's depressed condrblon
and I regret that I can not give her sny more encouragement. ‘

We will write to you immediately if we hear from ED or any other ‘memb‘er‘
.~ of his crew. If there is anything further we cand for you please do not .
~ - hesitate to ask us. )

S C vay iy yous,

&55?&%

Mejor, Air Corps, |
Executive,

g
<
*
i

e et
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i
|
1
i
i
1
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. - The pollcy of the W&I‘ Depa.rhnent is o Wit one’ year from the da‘be a
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WAR DEPARTMENT
 Headquarters of the Army Air Foroes
" WASHINGTOR

Jenuary 13, 1944

Mrg. Katherine Zabawa | | B t
' 10709 Vernon Avenue L
== Garfield Heights, Ohio © —+ ———==-mm 0 e D T

My dear Mrs. Zabawa: ;{:E:\;%; Pe , T et
a > N i
In-compliance with Jour ishee the Air . ?_ )

Medal with three Oak-leBPaCluslBrifeparded t ‘ar son,

Btaff Sergeant Edward J. Zabawa, is forwarded herewith

registered mail, together with official coPies of the
citations. e , . v ,

’ : You can rightly share the pride which = - ’ I
would be his could.he be present to receive these decora- - :
tions. The Army Air Forces present these to you in honor . ..
of hig services to his conntry. .

Very truly Yyours,

. .-HAROLD D. ERAFT
i 4‘1;'Dt Golonel Aiquorps
. Chief _Decorations & Awards Branch
, o - Special ‘Service Division
. - ¢ -.0fflce, Asst. chief, Air Staff, Personnell ;
2 Incls | | s
1-Citations - o
2-AM w/30LCs | SR
? ' {I* ;" '. "
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' WAR DEPARTMENT . «
THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE ‘

WASHINGTON

AG 201 Zgbawa, Edward J, ;. : - o 2 May 1941, , |
(2 May‘l\u-]- PC_S‘ o '

My, and Mrg. Joseph Zabawa
10709 Vernon Avenue,
Garfield Heights, 5, Ohio.

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Zabawa: ' :

Since your son, Staff Sergeant Edward J. Zabawa, 35,277,184, Air Corps, |
was reported missing in action 1 May 1943, the War Department has enter-
tained the hope that he survived and that information would be revealed dis~
pelling the uncertainty surrounding his abscence. However, as in many cases,
the conditions of warfare deny us such information. The record concerning
Yyour son shows that the aircraft of which he was a crew member was lost in
the English Channel near Brest, France, after participating in a bombing
miggion over enemy-occupied Europe. . - SR S

4

Cmmbee

o Teon T . ST e ,
Full consideration has recently been given to all available information
bearing on the abscence of your son, including all records, reports and
circumgtances. These have been carefully reviewed and considered. In view of
the fact that twelve months have now expired without the receipt of evidence
to support a continued presumption of survival, the War Department must ter-
minate such absecnce by a presumptive finding of death. Accordingly, an off-
lcial finding of death has been recorded under the provisions of Public Law
490, 77th Congress, approved:March 7, 1942, as amended by Public Law ghg, 77th
Congress, approved December 24, 1942, ‘ﬁ%'

: e R e [P ..

The finding does not establish an actual or probable date of death; how-
ever, as required by law, 1t includes a presumptive date of death for the .
termination of pay and allowances, settlement of accounts and payment of death
gratuities. In fhescase of your son this date has been set as 2 May 1944 the
day following the expiration of twelve months absence,

P T

, I regret the necessity for this message but trust that the ending of a
long perlod of uncertainty may give at least some small measure of consolation
I hope you may find sustaining comfort in the thought that the uncertainty wit
with which the war has surrounded the absence of your son has enhanced the :
honor of his service to his country and of -his sacrifice. :

Sincerely yours,

ROBERT H. DUNLOP

Brigadier General,
P Acting the Adjutant General,

v eev—— —p————————

1l Incl,
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY ATR FORCES ;.
WASHINGTON L

May 16, 1944A

Rt

2
Mrg. Joseph Zabawa -

10709 Vernon Avenue
Garfield Heights, 5, Ohio

Dear Mrs. Zgbawa:!

e

I vwrieh Yo express to you my sincere sympsathy in your
bereavement, and offer the gervices of the Personal Affairs Divi-
sion, Headquarters Army Air Forces, to assist in the riling and
expediting of claims for any benefits for which you may be eligible;
or in connection with any personal problems, including employment,
which may have been caused or aggravated by the great loss you have
suffered, - ) : . ' : >

R et el

The fagilities of this office are available to you now ,
or at any time in the future and I hope you will feel po hesitaney in ‘
uging them.. . , , - . T

Sincerely yours,

J. N. DOUGLAS

Colonel, Air Corps _
Chief, Personal Affairs Division
A/C A8, Personnel.

RN

2 Inclosures

L Y

R - p——— ot e et

A
>
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- VAR DEPARTMENT
THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE _
WASHINGTON 25, D. Ce : ' i

THE PURPLE HEART AWARDED POSTHUMOUSLY

The Purple He&rt Was originally established by General George
Washington at Newburgh, 7 August-1782, during the War of the Revolu~
tion, .The decoration was reviveq by the War Department on 22 February
1932, the two-hundredth amiversary of General Washington's birth,
thus peying respect to his memory and recognizing his military achieve-
ments. It is awarded to pPersons who, While serving in any ocapacity
with the Army of the United States, are wounded in action against an’
enemy of the United States, or who since 6 December 1941 are killed
in action, or who die as a direot result of wounds received in action.

The following is & brief desoription of the Purple Heart: The . ;

decoration consiste of a purple snemeled heart within a bronze border

on which is mounted in relief a profile head of Gemeral Washington in
military uniform. Above the ensmeled heart is the shield of Washington's
coat of arms between two sprays of leaves in green enamel,- On the re-
verse below the shield and leaves without enamel,” is a raised bronze
heart with the insoription. "For Military Merit™, under which is engraved _
" the name of the reoipient, The;medal.is suspended by a.rectangular- -
shaped metal loop with- corners rounded from a sllk moire ribbon of purple

center with white edges. s :

T R T

The complste Purple Heart decoration consists of the medal, the
service ribbon or bar in the colors of the suspension ribbon of the medal,
and a lapel button in colored ensmel. When the Purple Heart is awarded
posthumously only the decoration ‘itself is furnished. :

Neither the Purple Heart nor any of the devices which accompany it
are authorized to be worn by anyone other than the individusl for whose
service they are awarded. The individuals for whose service they are
awarded may wear the Purple Heart decoration on appropriate occasions;
and are authorized to wear the service ribbon or bar on the uniform, and
the lapel button when in civilian olothing. Recipients of posthumous
awards of the Purple Heart may display the decoration in the opened con-
7 ‘ tainer or in any other appropriate manner desired.

A W A g S s < e

J. A, TLIO,
. : o ‘ Major General,
A ’ : - ) " . The Adjutant General,

18 May 1944,

24-85316-10X




THE SECRETARY OF WAR = .
WASHINGTON '

May o, 1944,

My dear Mr, Zabawa:

‘At the request of the President, I write to
inform you that the Purple Heart has been awarded posthu-
mougly to your son, Staff Bergeant Edward J. Zgbawa, Air
Corps, who sacrificed his 1ife in defense of his couniry,

' . " Little that we can do or say will console you
for the death of your loved éne. We profoundly:appreciate
the greatness of your loss, for in a very real sense the
loss suffered by any of us in this battle for our country,

.~ 18 a'loss sharsd by:all of-us.  When the medal, which you:

~ will shortly receive, reaches you, 1 want you id know that
with it goes my sincerest sympathy, and the hope.that time
and the victory of our cause will finglly lighten the bur-
den of your grief. » SRR T o S

Ci AR g N -

Sincérely yours,

Henry L. Stimson,

Mr. Jogeph Zabawa
10709 Vernon Avenue
Garfield Heights, 5, Ohio
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CHAPTER 7

Newspaper Articles About Uncle Eddie
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S 2RI e v g
S HE STARS AND STRIPES}
‘ i ) T ; E ,/_" < _. e - f
Nazis Chased from Bi
LEIVASLS asea-Jrom  bi1
_é'omeBomber C’: ews N.Y. Times Reporter S
- .Made Two Raids ||. ~Missing “From Raid |f
) I n Two D ay S Robert P. Post, 32-year-old corres- i
o e s T ... .. pondent for the New Yark Times gnd I°
. By Andrew A. Booney =~ ;= member of - the' papef’s - London %
- Brars and Stripes Staff Writer - " .14 staff, is officially reported missing in %
| -American_air crews who had-to fight'{{ acton from the U.S. Qir -raid on-{}
their : way *.home from Wilbelmshaven |{ Wilhelmshaven Friday. ST e
‘through swarms of WNazi fighter planes {] -~ Post was one of a group.of Am
-Tound “‘the ' skies - over » Brest, German || ©€an ‘correspondents who- went s
"U=boat ‘base in’ France, strangely free of || observers on the’ daylight raid="" <1
Luftwaffe opposition. - S _Airmen-in_his—formation, who -saw- -
"The-raids Friday (on 'Wﬂhelgnshavg) Post’s plane shot - down by enemy:-
and Saturday. (on . Brest) provided the | fighters, said " that some: of .the ‘crew
second -instancg~in which some. Eighth |. parachuted. to earth; . - sz
Air Force coffibat units have raided enemy ]| . P2 A Harvard. woad st SRR i
‘territory om successive days.”-The last ||’ darvard - graduate, Post' covered I
 time.was on Dunokirk and St. Nazaire... || the \_Nhne.House for the Times before
- ~Crews of the Fortresses and*Liberatofs || coming ta the. London . Bureau in-
:who struck -at Brest in daylight Saturday § | - 1938. . His wife, who lives in London, | &
Teported ' Seeing: ““ 1o . more ~“than five | I+%s the former Miss Margaret Lapsley, | §
Huns at ope . time.” “Credit for-the{| o Brooklym:- Corin. ..~ .- 4
-opportunity to make deadly bombing runs | | D2 Lo s OB e ‘
with no appreciable opposition ‘dther than B - " :
", flak was. given to theescorting squadrons  navigator; “T]Sgt. Thurmbn H.. Ray™s
of RAF and Allied Spitfires. who;: in{ Loveland,"Col., ball turret ; Sgt. Reginaid |
relays, covered -the-~entire mission. = G/S}hr;m, Iiolil{slfgg. Tex., v?ist gunner ; |
Voo Closest'Caﬂ'fff'* gt.-Joseph R. rzym, Chicago, waist
[~THE crew of Ist Lt. Wﬂﬁafﬁ'ca’s«:y;'of"g;.‘jw rgi’l-?gff Maorris J. Gecowets, Mark.{
‘Red Bank, N.J., had the ‘closest call .of | &enter, Obio, radio operator. .
lbe Brest raid. Flying in the Fortress | IstLt William Wilton Biggs, of Onyka, 5
Little - Audrey, because ¢heir. own ship, | Miss., 2 Fortress navigator, commented
Banshee, had been damaged over Wil- | on the absénce of enemy fighters, - T
helmshaven, They ran into trouble ten| . “ There was nothing to it,”he reported .
minutes from the objective, . - - “ I didn’t see a single fighter plane either~
No. 4 engine started spouting oil and | on the way in or on the way out from ;
smoking. pienathi ] . {lhe target. We had an uninterrupted run.”
|- “ We were “in the lead formation ™ ﬁ ol all the Ships were UNSCratched, 15T
T /Sgt. Wilson C. Elliott, of Detroit, said. itl Cgaflg tg:lgrwood,v of Highwood; I,
** The engine was smoking, but-Lt. Casey f’ c(;t form - Fortress Tally-Ho,: in the ¥
-didn’t feather the prop-because the mimut 'ea'th ormation, dsald his plane caughtfiak |
you do that German fighters know you} ™ 8¢ Wings.and stabilizer. - S
are introuble and start concentrating ony, .., Souvenir of Flak ", =
yOu."-; s e - e e . B . L TN »v;\-- D 1"_')‘ i :_,.-',--_".4 T
T]Sgt..Parley D. Small, veteran iail ha‘csilas %E‘ecexz);:ﬂlgj{lin:i%%vc%%qm?agof
‘gunner from Packwood, Iowa, said that- e This ‘came -ripping up t.hrough _the
;}2‘5 ,‘“’1?.19_1,‘?: crew }Eoughg they were done fnstlage,” “he . explained,” ** and buried §
- ot e e 0 fitself In the ammunition edn right behind
- Otr formation passed -us and ‘we were§ Ed.--He had - closé one and never knew
left alone until the next group came over. R i T
-Lhey passed’us..-'We-were going pretty is :the- other. ‘waist - ginner, Sgt. |
oy 7ith only. three engines.” - L Zabawa, of Cleveland, - ===
\
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13 More From :C,f fm?
Are War Casu ihes

The “Wwar- to'll of Cief}elanders on this Mem

including two_killed, three. -missing, six w%ﬁld%ya;sdlﬁ
gnsoners. One :man, prevmusly mlssmg, "has returned f
duty. TR . .

W—.L....u [Ie

WA

| ‘The.dead:’ R
LIEUT. EDWARD Y. PDGO-
NOWSKI, 7606 Aberdeen avenue.
SGT.. JOHN XKOPCYE, 9011
i Cannon avenue.
Missing are: ’ -
SGT. .- EDWARD ZABAWA'
10709 Vernon avegue Garﬁeld.
Heights.-
LIEUT. JAIES AUBELE 354.1
.Bosworth road. =
SGT. ARTHUR - J. P.ASOOE
12702 Summerland. .avenue,
} .. The wounded are: ..~
_' SGET. . FRANK - 'C. KACZOR
R 3295 W, 142d street.. .- —
i _PFC. PETER H,:GANS, 3214 S
Vega avenue : e
-‘_ PFC. JUI.IUS c,

[ mu 102 2w ot o Ohw Yanks
= I Are Listed .
"As Missing -

e, . el A

"
-5 v
i
\
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: By United Press .
1 WASHINGTON, May 28 ——The i
war department announced today
the names of the following United
States soldiers from Ohio m1§smg
in action in the European, North
African and Pacific.areas:
ECROFE: *

. Staff Sergt. Edward J, Zabawe, mother,
Mrs. Eatherine annwn, 10708 Vernon av.,
Garfield, . . .
NOBTH AFRYCA:

Prt. Joseph Berkeley,.mother, Mrs. Meary
Bm’kall 9715 Yeaka ‘Av., Cleveland; Sec- |
ond Lient. Francis H. Bnrmon -wife, Mrs,
Mildred H. Harmon, 2003 Torbenson 4dr.,’
Cleveland; - P.P.C. William V. St'mkq
mother, Mrs.- Mary Sopko, 5615 . -Grand |-
av., Cleveland; Tech. Sergt. Carl R.
Sievens, wife, ‘Mrs. Delores E. ‘Stevens,
2485 W. 20th .st., Cleveland: .Pvt. Paul |
P, Ven Gundy, lather, Coy Van Gundy,
Groveport.

The war department 2180 - &n-.
nounced the names-of the following
U. .S. soldiers from.Ohio held a8
‘prisoners . of war by Japan:_ - :

PP.C. Prank- _Blackanic, i, Iather,
Frank Blackanic, sr., 420 Camnb&\l By
Akron: P.P.C.- Clifford - Gibsop,  mother,”
Mrs.mnﬁrmﬁlhstm,su} lthst lm.

T i L A A
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CHAPTER 8

Photographs of Uncle Eddie and Medals Received
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CHAPTER 9

Memorial Photographs
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Firefox http://www.wwiimemorial.com/Registry/plaque_tabletsmissing.aspx?ho...

Edward J. Zabawa

ID: 35277184
Entered the Service From: Ohio
Rank: Staff Sergeant

Service: U.S. Army Air Forces, 367th Bomber
Squadron, 306th Bomber Group, Heavy

Died: Saturday, May 1, 1943
Memorialized at: Brittany American Cemetery
Location: St. James (Manche), France

Awards: Air Medal with 3 Oak Leaf Clusters,
Purple Heart with Oak Leaf Cluster

87
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Firefox

1of1

http://www.wwiimemorial.com/Registry/plaque wardept.aspx?honoree...

National Archives & Records Administration
War Department Files

S SG Edward J. Zabawa

ID: 35277184
Branch of Service: U.S. Army
Hometown: Cuyahoga County, OH
Status: Finding Of Death

88
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Edward J. Zabawa | American Battle Monuments Commission http://www.abme.gov/decedent-search/zabawa=edward

Edward J. Zabawa

World War Il
Service # 35277184
Rank Staff Sergeant U.S. Army Air Forces
Entered Service From Ohio
Date of Death May 11943
Status Missing In Action

Memorialized Tablets of the Missing
Brittany American Cemetery, (/Brittany)
Brittany American Cemetery
Bel Orient
50240
Montjoie Saint Martin
France

Air Medal

Purple Heart

Air Medal with 3 Oak Leaf Clusters, Purple Heart with Oak Leaf Cluster

91
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EDWARD |. ZABAWA

RANK
STAFF SERGEANT, U.S. ARMY AIR FORCES

UNIT
367TH BOMBER SQUADRON, 306TH BOMBER GROUP, HEAVY

DATE OF DEATH
MAY 1, 1943

COMMEMORATED IN PERPETUITY AT

BRITTANY AMERICAN CEMETERY
MONTJOIE SAINT MARTIN, FRANCE
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